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Kingdom Come
Kingdoms in Conflict
2 Samuel 2-4

When we come to the reign of king David over Israel, we must not forget the ultimate purpose of his story. The drama is
SO engaging we can get caught up in his story and forget the greater story David’s life tells. David became king of Israel
as part of God’s unfolding purpose for the world. From our vantage point, we know that purpose is to bring all things under
the Lordship of King Jesus.

King Saul was the people’s demand for a king. Certainly, Saul was appointed by God, but as a king whose heart reflected
the spiritual insecurity and duplicity of Israel. David, on the other hand, was a man after God’s own heart. That is, he was
king by God’s own choice and will. David was far from a perfect man, but he was the king God chose for himself (1
Samuel 16:1).

David’s reign revealed the kingdom that God will finally establish, not only in Israel, but throughout the earth. The kingdom
that Jesus came to announce (Matthew 4:17), inaugurate (Colossians 1:13), and will finally establish (1 Corinthians
15:24-28), is the kingdom David foreshadowed, at least in the first half of his reign.

2 Samuel 2-4 gives us the beginning of David’s reign, and it was anything but spectacular to the human eye. It looked
much like a mustard seed and as shaky as a boatload of fishermen rowing for their lives in the middle of a violent storm
on Galilee—as safe and secure as heaven itself, but in the thick of it all, as scary as hell. In these chapters, we get a
glimpse of the deadly conflict the inaugurated kingdom of God faces in a world still dominated by the kingdom of man.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

David’s movement to become king begins with to Yahweh. 2:1-3
David is anointed king in Hebron connecting his reign with the blessing of . 2:4
Never allow the form of God’s kingdom at any time or place blind us to its real presence. 2:4

David offers a winsome invitation ( ) to be God’s instrument of blessing to the friends of his arch enemy. 2:5-7

THE KINGDOM OF MAN

Scene 1: Abner’s Power-Plays
2:8-3:21

The power of man will never God’s kingdom.




Scene 2: Joab’s Treachery
3:22-39

The treachery of man will never God'’s kingdom.

Scene 3: Baanah & Rechab’s Injustice
4:1-12

The injustice of man will never God'’s kingdom.

GOD’S GENTLE & JUST KING

| was gentle today, though anointed king. — king David 2 Samuel 3:39

Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. — King Jesus Matthew 11:28

When wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own house on his bed, shall | not now require his
blood at your hand and destroy you from the earth? — king David 2 Samuel 4:11

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. — King Jesus Matthew 10:28

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a name written,

King of kings and Lord of lords.
Revelation 19:11-16
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SO engaging we can get caught up in his story and forget the greater story David’s life tells. David became king of Israel
as part of God’s unfolding purpose for the world. From our vantage point, we know that purpose is to bring all things under
the Lordship of King Jesus.

King Saul was the people’s demand for a king. Certainly, Saul was appointed by God, but as a king whose heart reflected
the spiritual insecurity and duplicity of Israel. David, on the other hand, was a man after God’s own heart. That is, he was
king by God’s own choice and will. David was far from a perfect man, but he was the king God chose for himself (1
Samuel 16:1).

David’s reign revealed the kingdom that God will finally establish, not only in Israel, but throughout the earth. The kingdom
that Jesus came to announce (Matthew 4:17), inaugurate (Colossians 1:13), and will finally establish (1 Corinthians
15:24-28), is the kingdom David foreshadowed, at least in the first half of his reign.

2 Samuel 2-4 gives us the beginning of David’s reign, and it was anything but spectacular to the human eye. It looked
much like a mustard seed and as shaky as a boatload of fishermen rowing for their lives in the middle of a violent storm

on Galilee—as safe and secure as heaven itself, but in the thick of it all, as scary as hell. In these chapters, we get a
glimpse of the deadly conflict the inaugurated kingdom of God faces in a world still dominated by the kingdom of man.

THE KINGDOM OF GOD

David’s movement to become king begins with obedience to Yahweh. 2:1-3

David is anointed king in Hebron connecting his reign with the blessing of Abraham. 2:4

Never allow the unpromising form of God’s kingdom at any time or place blind us to its real presence. 2:4

David offers a winsome invitation (gospel) to be God’s instrument of blessing to the friends of his arch enemy. 2:5-7

THE KINGDOM OF MAN

Scene 1: Abner’s Power-Plays
2:8-3:21

The power of man will never overcome God'’s kingdom.



Scene 2: Joab’s Treachery
3:22-39

The treachery of man will never impede God'’s kingdom.

Scene 3: Baanah & Rechab’s Injustice
4:1-12

The injustice of man will never establish God’s kingdom.

GOD’S GENTLE & JUST KING

| was gentle today, though anointed king. — king David 2 Samuel 3:39

Come to me all who labor and are heavy laden, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me, for | am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. — King Jesus Matthew 11:28

When wicked men have killed a righteous man in his own house on his bed, shall | not now require his
blood at your hand and destroy you from the earth? — king David 2 Samuel 4:11

Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and
body in hell. — King Jesus Matthew 10:28

Then | saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and True,
and in righteousness he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his head are many
diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a robe dipped in
blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine
linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth comes a sharp sword with
which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the
fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh he has a nhame written,

King of kings and Lord of lords.
Revelation 19:11-16



