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The Parables of Jesus
Does God Really Care About Me?

Luke 18:1-8; 11:5-13

THE UNCARING JUDGE

Luke 18:1-8 Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show
them that they should always pray and not give up. He said: “In
a certain town there was a judge who neither feared God nor
cared about men. And there was a widow in that town who kept
coming to him with the plea, ‘Grant me justice against my
adversary.’ “For some time he refused. But finally he said to
himself, 'Even though I don't fear God or care about men, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will see that she gets
justice, so that she won't eventually wear me out with her
coming!’” And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge
says. And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones,
who cry out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them
off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly.”

Purpose: To convince the disciples to always pray and not
give up.

Lesson: It pays to pester God?!?

The whole point of the parable is a lesson in contrasts. God
is nothing like the uncaring judge and we are nothing like
the poor widow. If a poor widow can pester a wicked,
self-centered judge into taking care of her needs, can you imagine
how responsive our heavenly Father is to us, his chosen ones?

God is deeply interested in your prayers, because he is
supremely interested in you.

THE RELUCTANT FRIEND

Luke 11:5-13 And he said to them, “Which of you who has a friend
will go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three
loaves, for a friend of mine has arrived on a journey, and I have
nothing to set before him’; and he will answer from within, ‘Do not
bother me; the door is now shut, and my children are with me in bed. I
cannot get up and give you anything’? I tell you, though he will not
get up and give him anything because he is his friend, yet because of
his impudence he will rise and give him whatever he needs. And I tell
you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and the
one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks it will be opened.
What father among you, if his son asks for a fish, will instead of

a fish give him a serpent; or if he asks for an egg, will give him a
scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!”

[Context: vv. 1-4 Jesus teaches us what to pray - the Lord’s
Prayer abbreviated. We can pray longer but we will never pray
more.]

vv. 5-8 Jesus teaches us why to pray.

The point of the parable is to underscore the kind of
privilege we have to come before God, at any time and
for any reason, because he is our faithful Friend.

vv. 9-10 Ask, seek, knock!

You will receive. You will find. You will be welcomed
into God’s generous provision. God doesn’t turn a deaf
ear to his beloved friends.

vv. 11-13 Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish,
will give him a snake instead? Or if he asks for an egg, will
give him a scorpion? If you then, though you are evil, know
how to give good gifts to your children, how much more
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who
ask him!

● Like a good father, God knows about my situation.

Psalm 56:8 You keep track of all my sorrows. You
have collected all my tears in your bottle. You have
recorded each one in your book. God knows you
up-close and personal.

Psalm 103:13-14 Yahweh is like a father to his
children, tender and compassionate to those who fear
him. For he understands how weak we are; he knows
we are only dust.

Matthew 6:8 God knows what you need even before
you ask.



● Like a good father, God cares about my situation.

Jeremiah 31:3, “I have loved you with an everlasting
love.”

Jesus takes God’s knowledge and care for our need to the
ultimate level when, out of the blue, he brings up the Holy
Spirit in v. 13.

When Jesus suddenly inserts into this lesson on pray the
idea of God giving us his Spirit, he reveals two important
insights about prayer.

First Insight: Jesus is making a logical argument about
God’s generosity. If God is willing to give us the
greatest imaginable gift of all, what good thing would
he ever withhold from us? (cf. Romans 8:31-32)

Second Insight: The greatest need we have in life is to
be filled with the Holy Spirit of God. All fulfillment of
human need, at its deepest and most important level,
is an activity of the Holy Spirit. Jesus suddenly inserts
the Holy Spirit into the picture, because the surprise
has, with it, a profound lesson. As God’s children, all
that we ask for in prayer is a means for the Spirit’s
activity in our lives.

Example: 2 Corinthians 12:7-10 To keep me
from becoming conceited because of these
surpassingly great revelations, there was given
me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to
torment me. Three times I pleaded with the Lord
to take it away from me. But he said to me, "My
grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made
perfect in weakness." Therefore I will boast all the
more gladly about my weaknesses, so that
Christ's power may rest on me. That is why, for
Christ's sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults,
in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties. For
when I am weak, then I am strong.

God did not answer Paul’s prayer the way Paul
wanted him to, so God could give Paul what Paul
really wanted and needed at the deepest level,

and that was more of the Holy Spirit’s power at
work in and through his life.

God answers our prayers according to his will and
according to our need.

The pain God allows in our lives is designed to heal and
empower, never to damage.

Jesus made prayer a high priority in his own life.

Jesus demonstrated great discipline in prayer because
prayer for him was a profound delight.

It is the privilege of prayer that mandates the priority of
prayer.

APPLICATION:

Pray consistently.

Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to prayer.

Pray confidently.

Ephesians 3:12 In Christ and through faith in him we may
approach God with freedom and confidence.

Prayer is the only thing recorded in the Gospels the disciples
asked Jesus to teach them to do.

We are never more like Jesus than when we pray.



Prayer is our great privilege to partner with God’s Spirit in our
own lives and in the lives of others.

So, we should always pray and never give up!


