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The Last Will Be First

Bulletin Insert: June 26, 2008, my first Sunday as your pastor…

Isaiah 61:1-4
The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me,

because the LORD has anointed me to bring good news to the poor.
He has sent me

to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the

prisoners,
to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor and the day of vengeance of

our God,
to comfort all who mourn, and provide for those who grieve in Zion
to bestow on them

a crown of beauty instead of ashes,
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and
a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair.

They will be called oaks of righteousness,
a planting of the LORD for the display of his splendor.

They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated.
They will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations.

Luke reports that Jesus stood in his hometown synagogue in
Nazareth and read the opening lines of Isaiah 61, stopping
mid-sentence (Luke 4:18-19).

“to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor…” = the year of Jubilee,
where all debts were forgiven. This was the mission of Jesus’ 1st

coming—not to condemn the world, but that through him the world
might be saved (John 3:17).

The rest of the sentence, “and the day of vengeance of our God,”
refers to Jesus’ 2nd coming, to judge the living and the dead.

Jesus said to his home church that the prophetic words of Isaiah 61
up to the phrase “to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor” was
being fulfilled right before their eyes.

Out of the entire Hebrew Bible, Jesus adopts this passage as his life
verse. Isaiah’s calling foreshadowed Jesus’ calling. And notice…

Jesus’ life was Spirit-empowered: the Spirit is upon me.

Jesus’ love was gospel-centered: to bring good news to “the poor”

Jesus’ leadership was relationally-invested: to bind up…set free…
comfort…bestow blessing…so “the poor” become oaks of
righteousness.

Jesus’ motive was God’s glory: for the display of God’s splendor

We have defined our mission as a local church with the profile of
Jesus in Isaiah 61:1-4, because, as the Father sent Jesus into the
world, Jesus has sent us (John 17:18).

1. Jesus sends us to live missionally, empowered by the Holy Spirit. (v.
1a)

The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is upon me…He has sent me.

Under the New Covenant, the Holy Spirit permanently indwells
every believer. All are priests (1 Peter 2:9-10). Both young
and old, sons and daughters will prophesy (Acts 2:17).

Clericalism is an insidious evil that has crept into the Church.

Each of us is called to be on mission, to bring good news to
the “poor” (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; John 10:16-17)

The Sovereign LORD (is on me) = Adonai Yahweh (is on me)

Adonai = Master
The primary responsibility of the Jewish adonai, in the
master-servant relationship, rested on the master, not the
servant. S/he was responsible to fully and lovingly care for,
equip, train, and resource their servant, based on what was
expected of that servant.

Through the Holy Spirit, our Adonai has given each of us a
spiritual capacity, or grace gifts, to fulfill the ministry he
created us for and called us to.

There are an infinite variety of gifts patterned after the unique
Persons of the Trinity. 1 Corinthians 12:4-6, 11 There are
different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them.
There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. There
are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in
everyone it is the same God at work… All these are the work
of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each
one, just as he determines.

Each of us is handmade by God—not only physically, but spiritually
in Christ. There is no one quite like you to reflect who Jesus is.
Under the New Covenant, you have the capacity to live your life
and accomplish your calling, as if Jesus were living your life.

As we saw last week, we will be evaluated by Jesus, at his return,
based on our unique capacity to image him                 (2
Corinthians 3:18) and the good works he predetermined for us to
do (Ephesians 2:10).

These grace gifts include serving God’s kingdom in any legitimate
career. Paul told new believers not to quit their day job when they
came to faith in Jesus. There is no division between the sacred and
the secular for God’s people. All of life is sacred. All that we do is
to be used to serve God’s glory in the mission of the Gospel.



2. Jesus sends us to love incarnationally, centered on the Gospel. (vv.
1b-3a)

To incarnate means is to embody—literally, to flesh something out.
Jesus incarnated God’s love among us in human flesh and blood.
We are to do the same.

Bringing good news to people has as much to do with gospel
demonstration as gospel proclamation—to proclaim (twice), but to
bind up, comfort, provide, and bestow dominate the text.

St. Francis of Assisi - “Preach the gospel all the time, when
necessary use words.”

We must become as adept at exegeting our community and
culture as we are at exegeting our Bibles.

NOTE: The images Isaiah uses reflect a party setting—the crown
of beauty is a festive hat, the oil of gladness is oil to condition dry,
parched skin for a night out on the town, and garments of praise
are festive clothing. Bringing God’s good news to people should
be winsome and life-giving, not banal, burdensome, and boring.
The gospel is about relationship not religion.

3. Jesus sends us to lead transformationally, invested in the
development of others. (vv. 3b-4)

Notice the abrupt change in the pronouns from “me” to “they.” vv.
1-2 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me…the LORD has
anointed me…He has sent me…Then, v. 3 They will be called
oaks of righteousness…They will rebuild…and restore…They will
renew…” God’s splendor is put on display when those, who were
once spiritually poor and enslaved in the darkness of sin are now
oaks of righteousness.

A decadent society is transformed, not through politics or social
engineering. It is rebuilt, restored, and renewed, spiritually, socially,
and culturally, through the transformation of individuals in the
discipleship process—saving and training one soul at a time, by
living, loving and leading like Jesus.

John 13-17
The Night Before Jesus Is Crucified

The whole point of Jesus farewell discourse to his disciples was this:
We share the same vital connection with Jesus that Jesus enjoyed
with the Father enabling him to live, love, and lead the way he did.

The Thessalonians

1 Thessalonians 1:4-10 Paul recounts how the Spirit empowered his
preaching, as well as the Thessalonians’ believing, as they turned
from idols to believe in Jesus. Paul knew they were God’s elect
because the Spirit was active in both him and them!

2:1-4 Paul reminds the Thessalonians that the whole purpose for
which he came to them was gospel-centered. It was out of the
courage and integrity of the Gospel at work in his own life that he
lovingly served them with the Gospel, even though he had been
brutalized during his previous ministry just up the road in Philippi.

2:5-12 Paul describes his work among the Thessalonians as a gentle
mother and a coaching father. Paul not only shared the Gospel with
them verbally; he shared his very life with them personally. Paul was
relationally invested in the Thessalonians.

What jazzed Paul more than anything was the outcome of his
ministry among the Thessalonians.

1:6; 2:14 Paul exults in how they were imitating him and
other believers (being disciples).

1:7 Paul celebrates that they are even making disciples
themselves! For Paul, this was the ultimate win—making
disciples who make disciples.

2:19-20 The crown (his reward) in which Paul would glory in the
presence Christ, was the Thessalonians putting God’s splendor on
display when Jesus returned.

Paul: “Be imitators of me as I am of Christ!” (1 Corinthians 11:1)

Jude 24-25
To him who is able to keep you from stumbling and present you before

his glorious presence without fault and with great joy—to the only
God our Savior be glory, majesty, power and authority, through Jesus

Christ our Lord, before all ages, now and forevermore! Amen.


