
The Parables of Jesus:
The Wise and Foolish Virgins

Matthew 25:1-13 ESV

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them
were foolish, and five were wise. For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them, but the wise took flasks
of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a cry,
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said
to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be
enough for us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ And while they were going to buy, the
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut. Afterward the
other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ Watch
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Jesus’ point is very clear. He will come sooner than you think. And later than you think. So, let’s stop trying to
figure out the exact day of his coming and just be prepared.

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in various trials so that
the proven character of your faith—more precious than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may
result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ.” 1 Peter 1:6-7 ESV

“For by the one offering He has perfected forever and completely cleansed those who are being sanctified
[bringing each believer to spiritual completion and maturity].” Hebrews 10:14 AMP

Preparedness is not doing good works to earn your way into the wedding feast. It is cultivating a genuine faith
that produces good works as we are being more and more transformed into the image of Jesus, our beloved
bridegroom.

“Count it all joy, my brothers and sisters, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing of
your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.” James 1:2-4 ESV

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and put it under
a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in heaven.” Matthew
5:14-16 ESV

“You say you have faith, for you believe that there is one God. Good for you! Even the demons believe this,
and they tremble in terror.” James 2:19 NLT


