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Ephesians / Ephesians 5:1–5

Major Themes in Ephesians 1:3-14
UNION WITH CHRIST (3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13)

RICHES/INHERITANCE (3, 6, 7, 8, 11, 14)

GLORY (3, 6, 12, 14)

ELECTION (4)

LOVE (4, 6)

DIVINE WILL/PLAN (4, 5, 9, 10, 11)

ADOPTION (5)

PREDESTINATION (5, 11)

GRACE (6, 7)

REDEMPTION (7, 14)

RECONCILIATION (7, 10)

WISDOM (8)

UNDERSTANDING (8)

MYSTERY (9)

SALVATION (13)

FAITH/BELIEF (13)

HOLY SPIRIT (13, 14)

Ephesians 5:1–5 CSB
1 Therefore, be imitators of God, as dearly loved children, 2 and walk in love, as Christ 
also loved us and gave himself for us, a sacrificial and fragrant offering to God. 3 But 
sexual immorality and any impurity or greed should not even be heard of among you, 
as is proper for saints. 4 Obscene and foolish talking or crude joking are not suitable, 
but rather giving thanks. 5 For know and recognize this: Every sexually immoral or 
impure or greedy person, who is an idolater, does not have an inheritance in the 
kingdom of Christ and of God.
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› Why do you think the Scriptures often connect sexual immorality, moral impurity, and 
greed together?

sexual immorality

1 Corinthians 6:18–20 CSB
18 Flee sexual immorality! Every other sin a person commits is outside the body, but the 
person who is sexually immoral sins against his own body. 19 Don’t you know that your 
body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God? You are 
not your own, 20 for you were bought at a price. So glorify God with your body.

impurity

1 Thessalonians 4:3–8 CSB
3 For this is God’s will, your sanctification: that you keep away from sexual immorality, 4
that each of you knows how to control his own body in holiness and honor, 5 not with 
lustful passions, like the Gentiles, who don’t know God. 6 This means one must not 
transgress against and take advantage of a brother or sister in this manner, because 
the Lord is an avenger of all these offenses, as we also previously told and warned you. 
7 For God has not called us to impurity but to live in holiness. 8 Consequently, anyone 
who rejects this does not reject man, but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

greed

Matthew 23:25–28 CSB
25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and 
dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First clean 
the inside of the cup, so that the outside of it may also become clean. 27 “Woe to you, 
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which appear 
beautiful on the outside, but inside are full of the bones of the dead and every kind of 
impurity. 28 In the same way, on the outside you seem righteous to people, but inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

v4
Ephesians 4:29 CSB
29 No foul language should come from your mouth, but only what is good for building 
up someone in need, so that it gives grace to those who hear.

v5
› How are the sins of sexual immorality, impurity, and greed idolatrous?

Galatians 5:19–21 CSB
19 Now the works of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, moral impurity, 
promiscuity, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, selfish 
ambitions, dissensions, factions, 21 envy, drunkenness, carousing, and anything similar. I 
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am warning you about these things—as I warned you before—that those who practice 
such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

1 Corinthians 6:9–10 CSB
9 Don’t you know that the unrighteous will not inherit God’s kingdom? Do not be 
deceived: No sexually immoral people, idolaters, adulterers, or males who have sex with 
males, 10 no thieves, greedy people, drunkards, verbally abusive people, or swindlers 
will inherit God’s kingdom.


