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ANNOUNCEMENTS

Call To Worship
Please stand.

CALL TO ASSEMBLE
Minister: 
Grace, mercy, and peace to you, 
from God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Congregation: 
And also to you.

PSALM READING
Psalm 137
Minister: 
Lift up your hearts!
Congregation: 
We lift them up to the Lord!

PRAYER OF ADORATION

ACAPELLA PSALM/HYMN
* Prepared from Family Worship

While Shepherds Watched 
Their Flocks - #569

Confession of Sin
Congregation is invited to kneel if able.

Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod  
     (Psalm 6) - #18 (Treasury)

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
James 1:14-15

Please stand.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
James 5:15
Minister: 
Your sins are forgiven through Christ. 
Congregation: 
Thanks be to God!

 Confession of Faith
The Chalcedonian Definition
Minister: Christian, what do you confess?
Congregation: We confess our Lord Jesus 
Christ, perfect in Godhead and also perfect in 
manhood, truly God and truly man, of a rea-
sonable soul and body; consubstantial with 
the Father according to the Godhead, and 
consubstantial also with us according to the 
Manhood; in all things like unto us, yet without 
sin; begotten before all ages of the 
Father according to the Godhead, and in these 
latter days, for us and for our salvation, born 
of the virgin, Mary, according to the Manhood; 
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only be-
gotten, to be acknowledged in two natures, 
inconfusedly, 
unchangeably, indivisibly, inseparably; the 
distinction of natures being by no means taken 
away by the union, but rather the property of 
each nature being preserved, and concurring 
in one 
Person and one Subsistence, not parted or di-
vided into two persons, but one and the same 
Son, 
and only begotten, God the Word, the Lord 
Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the 
beginning have declared concerning Him, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ Himself has taught us, 
and the Creed of the fathers has handed down 
to us.

Gloria Patri - #735
The Baptist Catechism Q. 112-113
Minister: What do we pray for in the 
fifth petition?
Congregation: In the fifth petition, which is, 
And forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors, we pray that God, for Christ’s sake, 
would freely pardon all our sins; which we are 
rather encouraged to ask because by his grace 
we are enabled from the heart to forgive oth-
ers.
Minister: What do we pray for in the 
sixth petition?
Congregation: In the sixth petition, which is, 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil, we pray that God would either keep 
us from being tempted to sin, or support and 
deliver us when we are tempted.
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RESPONSIVE READING - Psalm 58
Minister: Do you indeed decree what is 
right, you gods? Do you judge the children 
of man uprightly?
Congregation: No, in your hearts you de-
vise wrongs; your hands deal out violence 
on earth.
Minister: The wicked are estranged from 
the womb; they go astray from birth, speak-
ing lies.
Congregation: They have venom like the 
venom of a serpent, like the deaf adder 
that stops its ear.
Minister: Mankind will say, “Surely there is a 
reward for the righteous;
Congregation: Surely there is a God who 
judges on earth.”

Consecration
OLD TESTAMENT READING
     1 Samuel 2:1-10

SERMON
     Luke 1:39–56

Please sit.

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER
Opening: 1 John 5:14-15
Thanksgiving: 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18
Supplication: Psalm 28:2

The Lord’s Prayer - #725

CONGREGATIONAL SINGING
Please stand.

Tell Out, My Soul - #556
God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen - #579

Communion
Please sit.

THE BREAD AND THE WINE
In Tenderness He Sought Me

May I Come To  
The Lord’s Table?
At San Diego Reformed Church, we
commit ourselves to observe The Lord’s 
Supper at every Lord’s Day service. We are 
a church that cherishes the Word of God. 
Accordingly, our service is filled with the 
Word. We pray the Word, recite the Word, 
sing the Word, sit under the preaching of 
the Word, and at the height of it all, sit 
down to feast upon the Word.

God has already prepared the table for us. 
So, we warmly invite to the Lord’s table all 
those who are baptized disciples of Jesus 
Christ, under the authority of Christ and
His body, the Church. By eating the bread 
and drinking the wine with us as a visitor, 
you are acknowledging that you are a sinner 
(spiritually poor and sick, as Calvin put it), 
without hope except in the sovereign
mercy of God, and that you are trusting in 
Jesus Christ alone for salvation. You
also acknowledge to the elders of this 
congregation that you are in covenant with 
God, being active in a congregation which 
is covenantally bound to the triune God 
through Word and sacrament. 
If you have any doubt about your 
participation, please speak to the elders 
before or after the service.

Commissioning
 
CLOSING DOXOLOGY
Behold Bless The Lord (Psalm 134) - #269

CHARGE & BENEDICTION
Now to him who is able to do far more 
abundantly than all that we ask or think, 
according to the power at work within us, 
to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
Ephesians 3:20–21

Luke 1:39–56
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While Shepherds Watched Their Flocks

Music: Michael Beesly (1700–ca.1758)
Text: Nahum Tate, 1700

OTFORD (Beesly)
8 6. 8 6. w/ repeat

3. “To you in David’s town this day,
      Is born of David’s line,
The Savior, who is Christ the Lord,
      And this shall be the sign:

4. “The Heav’nly Babe you there shall find
      To human view displayed,
All meanly wrapped in swathing bands,
      And in a manger laid.”

5. Thus spake the seraph, and forthwith
      Appeared a shining throng
Of angels praising God, who thus
      Addressed their joyful song:

6. “All glory be to God on high,
      And to the earth be peace:
Good will henceforth, from Heav’n to men,
      Begin and never cease!”

7
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Gently, Gently Lay Your Rod
Based on Psalm 6

[Gently, Gently]
7 7. 7 7. 7 7. 7 7.

Music: Nathan Clark George, 2012; arr. © ncgmusic@gmail.com
Text: Henry Francis Lyte, 1834
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Music: Tradional, very ancient
Text: Holy Bible, King James Version, 1611
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Tell Out, My Soul
From Luke 1:46–55 

Music: Walter Greatorex, 1916
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1961 © 

WOODLANDS
10 10. 10 10.
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God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen

Music & text: English carol, c. 1700s
GOD REST YE MERRY
8 6. 8 6. 8 6. w/ refrain



In Tenderness He Sought Me 

 
In tenderness He sought me, 
Weary and sick with sin; 
And on His shoulders brought me 
Back to His fold again. 
While angels in His presence sang 
Until the courts of heaven rang. 
 
Oh, the love that sought me! 
Oh, the blood that bought me! 
Oh, the grace that brought me to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought me to the fold! 
 
He washed the bleeding sin-wounds, 
And poured in oil and wine; 
He whispered to assure me, 
"I’ve found thee, thou art Mine." 
I never heard a sweeter voice, 
It made my aching heart rejoice. 
 
Oh, the love that sought me! 
Oh, the blood that bought me! 
Oh, the grace that brought me to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought me to the fold! 
 
He pointed to the nail prints, 
For me His blood was shed; 
A mocking crown so thorny 
Was placed upon His head. 
T’was nothing that He saw in me, 
To suffer such deep agony. 
 
Oh, the love that sought me! 
Oh, the blood that bought me! 
Oh, the grace that brought me to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought me to the fold! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I’m sitting in His presence, 
The sunshine of His face, 
While with adoring wonder, 
His blessings I retrace. 
It seems as if eternal days 
Are far too short to sing His praise. 
 
Oh, the love that sought me! 
Oh, the blood that bought me! 
Oh, the grace that brought me to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought me to the fold! 
 
So while the hours are passing, 
All now is perfect rest; 
I’m waiting for the morning, 
The brightest and the best. 
When He will call us to His side, 
To be with Him, His spotless bride. 
 
Oh, the love that sought me! 
Oh, the blood that bought me! 
Oh, the grace that brought me to the fold, 
Wondrous grace that brought me to the fold! 

 
 

 

Walton, W. Spencer. In Tenderness He Sought Me. 1894. 
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Psalm 134
A Song of Ascents.

Music: David R. Erb, 2007 ©
Text: Holy Bible, New King James Version, 1982 ©

3-part canon

1 Behold, bless the LORD, All you servants of the LORD, Who by night stand in the house of the LORD!
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