Saved Church Membership Discussion Questions

How does the distinction between attending church and committing to church membership through
baptism reflect the difference between casual association and true discipleship in your own spiritual
journey?

In what ways does viewing the church as a family rather than just an organization change how we
approach conflict, accountability, and commitment within the body of Christ?

Peter's sermon in Acts 2 emphasizes Jesus as both Lord and Messiah. How does understanding Jesus
in both roles—as the one we follow and the one who saves us—shape our daily decisions and priorities?

The early church devoted themselves to teaching, fellowship, breaking bread, and prayer daily. What
practical barriers prevent modern believers from experiencing this level of community, and how might
we overcome them?

The sermon suggests that God loves us as we are but doesn't want us to stay that way. How do we
balance acceptance of ourselves and others with the call to continual transformation into Christ's
likeness?

What does it mean that the 3,000 were added to the church after baptism rather than before? How does
this sequence challenge contemporary approaches to church membership and inclusion?

The pastor mentions that vows and commitments carry us through difficult times when feelings fade.
How have your commitments to Christ and His church sustained you during seasons of doubt or
disappointment?

Acts 2 describes believers selling possessions and sharing with those in need. What would radical
generosity and common ownership look like in your local church context today, and what fears or
obstacles stand in the way?

How does the concept of the church as a community of accountability differ from institutional control,
and why is this distinction important for healthy spiritual growth? The sermon emphasizes growth in
truth, relationships, and Christ-likeness rather than just numerical growth. How can churches measure
and prioritize these deeper forms of growth without losing sight of the Great Commission?



Saved Church Membership 5-Day Devotional

5-Day Devotional: Becoming Family in Christ

Day 1: The Foundation of Belonging

Reading: Acts 2:36-41
Devotional:

Membership in God's family begins not with a card or ceremony, but with a transformed heart.
When Peter proclaimed Jesus as both Lord and Messiah, 3,000 souls were "cut to the heart." This
wasn't mere emotion—it was conviction leading to conversion. Notice the sequence: they heard,
believed, repented, were baptized, and then were added to the church. Salvation always precedes
membership. Today, reflect on your own journey. Have you truly accepted Jesus as both Savior
(Messiah) and Lord (Master)? Church membership without salvation is like having a Costco card
but never entering the store. The question isn't whether your name appears on a roll, but whether
it's written in the Lamb's Book of Life.

Reflection Question: Can you identify the moment when you moved from religious observer to
committed follower of Christ?

Day 2: Baptism—The Public Declaration

Reading: Romans 6:3-11
Devotional:

Baptism is more than a ritual; it's a radical public declaration of an internal reality. In Acts 2:41,
those who accepted the message were baptized—immediately, publicly, obediently. Baptism
doesn't save us, but it expresses our salvation. It's the wedding ring of our covenant with
Christ—not what makes us married, but the visible symbol of our commitment. When we go
under the water, we declare our old self dead and buried with Christ. When we rise, we announce
our resurrection to new life. If you've trusted Christ but hesitated to follow Him in baptism, ask
yourself what's holding you back. Obedience delayed is obedience denied. Your baptism
encourages others and honors the One who first went under the waters of the Jordan.

Reflection Question: What does your baptism (or lack thereof) communicate about your
commitment to Christ?



Day 3: Growing Together in Truth

Reading: Acts 2:42-47
Devotional:

The early church "devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching." Notice—they didn't casually
attend; they devoted themselves. Spiritual growth requires more than Sunday attendance; it
demands intentional engagement with God's Word in community. Iron sharpens iron, but only
when the blades make contact. Life groups, Bible studies, and fellowship meals aren't optional
extras—they're essential nutrients for spiritual health. God designed us to learn His truth
together, not in isolation. When we study Scripture alongside other believers walking similar
paths, we gain perspectives we'd miss alone. The question isn't whether you're learning about
God, but whether you're learning deeply, consistently, and in community. Truth studied alone
can make us knowledgeable; truth studied together makes us wise.

Reflection Question: What specific step will you take this week to deepen your engagement
with Scripture in community?

Day 4: Committed Through the Conflicts
Reading: Ephesians 4:1-6
Devotional:

Every family experiences conflict—including the family of God. Church membership isn't
joining a country club of like-minded friends; it's covenant commitment to imperfect people
pursuing a perfect Savior. Like marriage vows that carry us through difficult seasons, church
membership provides accountability when feelings fade and disagreements arise. "There is a love
that never fails...a promise to stay while we're working it out." This commitment protects us from
consumer Christianity, where we church-hop whenever preferences aren't met. Paul urges us to
bear with one another in love, maintaining unity. This doesn't mean uniformity, but it does mean
commitment. When you join a church, you're saying, "I'm staying while we work it out." That
accountability reflects Christ's commitment to His bride—the Church.

Reflection Question: Are you committed to a local body, or merely attending until something
better comes along?



Day 5: Growth That Goes Beyond Numbers

Reading: Colossians 1:9-14
Devotional:

Acts 2:47 says, "The Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved." Yes, the
church grew numerically, but more importantly, it grew spiritually. They increased in truth,
relationships, and Christlikeness. God loves you exactly as you are, but He loves you too much
to leave you that way. Just as parents delight in each stage of a child's development while
encouraging growth, our Heavenly Father celebrates where we are while calling us forward.
Church membership commits us to this transformational journey together. We gather not merely
to sing songs or hear sermons, but to be progressively conformed to Christ's image. This is
lifelong work requiring community, accountability, and grace. The question isn't how many
attend, but how deeply we're being transformed.

Reflection Question: In what specific area is God calling you to grow more Christlike, and who
in your church family can help you?

Closing Prayer:

Father, thank You for calling us into Your family through Christ. Help us move beyond casual
attendance to committed membership, beyond individual faith to communal growth. Transform
us daily into the image of Your Son, and use us to build Your kingdom here on earth. In Jesus'
name, Amen.



