A Declaration of Independence Discussion Questions

e How does the concept of declaring dependence on Christ challenge the
cultural values of independence and self-sufficiency that we celebrate as
Americans?

e In what ways have you experienced the tension between wanting the
benefits of belonging to the church while struggling with the humility
required to truly serve others?

e Paul describes the church as a body with many different parts working
together. Where do you see your unique gifts fitting into the body of Christ
at your local church?

e The sermon mentions that God is a God of reversals who brings good
news to the poor, sight to the blind, and freedom to the oppressed. How
have you experienced God reversing circumstances in your own life?

e What does it mean practically for you to exercise reckless trust in your
church community, and what barriers prevent you from doing so?

e How does the image of God stooping down to come to us in Christ
challenge or inspire the way you serve others in your daily life?

e The pastor notes that every culture disciple’s people through advertising,
politics, entertainment, and social media. In what ways do you notice
secular culture trying to disciple you away from dependence on God?

e What is the difference between attending church services and truly being
dependent on the body of Christ, and which category best describes your
current relationship with your church?

e How does understanding Christ as both Savior and Lord change the way
you approach decision-making and daily living?

e The sermon emphasizes that God intentionally makes us different, so we
need each other. How can you better appreciate and utilize the
differences in your church community rather than seeing them as sources
of friction?



A Declaration of Independence 5-Day Devotional

5-Day Devotional: From Independence to Dependence

Day 1: The Declaration of Dependence
Reading: Luke 4:18-19; Philippians 2:5-8

Devotional: While nations celebrate their independence, the Christian journey begins with a
declaration of dependence. Jesus announced His ministry not to the powerful, but to the poor,
brokenhearted, captive, and oppressed. He is a God of reversals who stoops down to meet us
where we are. When we come to Christ, we acknowledge we cannot make it on our own. We
surrender our self-sufficiency and embrace our need for a Savior and Lord. This week, reflect on
your own declaration of dependence. Have you truly surrendered your independence to Christ?
Consider what areas of your life you're still trying to control instead of trusting Him completely.

Day 2: Gifted for Community

Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:4-7; Romans 12:4-8

Devotional: God intentionally makes us different, distributing various gifts through the same Spirit
for the common good. Your unique giftedness is not accidental —it's purposeful. God has placed
specific abilities, talents, and perspectives within you that the body of Christ desperately needs.
The diversity in the church is a feature, not a flaw. Just as a body needs different parts functioning
together, the church requires your distinct contribution. No one else brings exactly what you bring.
This week, identify one spiritual gift God has given you and ask Him how you can use it to serve
others. Remember, your gifts aren't for your glory but for building up the community of faith.

Day 3: Reckless Trust

Reading: Proverbs 3:5-6; Hebrews 10:24-25

Devotional: Trust falls require someone to catch you. God calls us to a reckless trust—not foolish,
but fully dependent on Him and one another. The early church understood this deeply. When
believers were cut off from their families, the church became their family. When storms knocked out
power, when crises struck, when needs arose, God's people stepped in. This interdependence isn't
weakness; it's the design of Christian community. We cannot thrive in isolation. The world preaches
self-sufficiency, but the Kingdom operates on mutual dependence. Today, consider who in your
church community needs someone to catch them. Then ask yourself: who are you trusting to catch
you when you fall?



Day 4: Spirit-Led Unity
Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:11-14; Ephesians 4:1-6

Devotional: One Spirit distributes gifts as He determines, bringing diverse people together to form
one body. Whether Jew or Gentile, slave or free, we are all baptized into one body and given one
Spirit. This supernatural unity transcends human categories and divisions. The Spirit doesn't just
give gifts randomly; He strategically places people with specific gifts in specific communities for
specific purposes. You are where you are by divine appointment. God brought you to your church
to serve Him and serve that community. There are contributions only you can make. This week,
pray for sensitivity to the Spirit's leading in your church. How is He calling you to participate in the
unity and mission of the body?

Day 5: Counter-Cultural Liturgy
Reading: Romans 12:1-2; Colossians 3:1-4

Devotional: Every culture disciples people. Advertising, politics, entertainment, and social media all
offer their liturgies, shaping us into conformity with the world. That's why gathering with believers is
essential—it provides a counter-liturgy. Through worship, Scripture, communion, baptism, and
prayer, we are re-oriented toward Christ and His Kingdom. We celebrate not independence but
dependence. While we may be proud citizens of our earthly nations, our ultimate allegiance rests
with our Lord and Savior. The world says, "Be self-sufficient." Jesus says, "Depend on Me." This
week, evaluate what liturgies are discipling you. Are you spending more time consuming worldly
messages than sitting under God's Word? Recommit to regular participation in your church
community, where dependence on Christ is celebrated.



