


John 15:12-15 NIV
My command is this: Love each other as I have 
loved you. Greater love has no one than this: to 
lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my 
friends if you do what I command. I no longer call 
you servants, because a servant does not know his 
master’s business. Instead, I have called you 
friends, for everything that I learned from my 
Father I have made known to you.



God is our strength to succeed



We can’t live like Jesus lived
by our own strength





2 Chronicles 20:5-9 NIV
“Lord, the God of our ancestors, are you not the 
God who is in heaven? You rule over all the 
kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in 
your hand, and no one can withstand you. Our 
God, did you not drive out the inhabitants of this 
land before your people Israel and give it forever 
to the descendants of Abraham your friend?



Isaiah 41:8-10 NIV
“But you, Israel, my servant,

Jacob, whom I have chosen,
you descendants of Abraham my friend,

I took you from the ends of the earth,
from its farthest corners I called you.

I said, ‘You are my servant’;
I have chosen you and have not rejected you.

So do not fear, for I am with you;
do not be dismayed, for I am your God.

I will strengthen you and help you;
I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.



James 2:23 NIV
And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham 
believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.



The Life of Abraham



Genesis 12:1-3 NIV
The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your 
people and your father’s household to the land I will show you.

“I will make you into a great nation,
and I will bless you;

I will make your name great,
and you will be a blessing.

I will bless those who bless you,
and whoever curses you I will curse;

and all peoples on earth
will be blessed through you.”



God speaks to a friend



Genesis 12:4-5 NIV
So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from 
Harran. He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the 
possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 
acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, 
and they arrived there.



A friend listens and obeys God



Colossians 3:1-2 NIV
Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set 
your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on 
things above, not on earthly things.



Discipline leads to Discernment



Genesis 12:6-7 NIV
Abram traveled through the land as far as the site 
of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that 
time the Canaanites were in the land. The Lord 
appeared to Abram and said, “To your offspring I 
will give this land.” So he built an altar there to the 
Lord, who had appeared to him.



God moves. We worship.



Genesis 22: Sacrificing Isaac



1. God will speak through His Word and prayer.
2. We need to listen and obey.

3. Our discipline will lead to discernment.
4. When God moves we are called to move.



Galatians 3:7-9 NIV
Understand, then, that those who have faith are 
children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, and 
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: 
“All nations will be blessed through you.” So those 
who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.



Matthew 27:50-52 NIV
And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud 
voice, he gave up his spirit.

At that moment the curtain of the temple was 
torn in two from top to bottom. The earth 
shook, the rocks split and the tombs broke open. 
The bodies of many holy people who had died 
were raised to life.


