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Galatians 3:7-9 NIV

Understand, then, that those who have faith are
children of Abraham. Scripture foresaw that God
would justify the Gentiles by faith, and
announced the gospel in advance to Abraham:
“All nations will be blessed through you.” So those
who rely on faith are blessed along with
Abraham, the man of faith.
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We cannot do this alone



John 15:1-5 NIV

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts
off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every
branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be
even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the
word | have spoken to you. Remain in me, as | also remain
in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in
the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in
me. “| am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in
me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from meé

you can do nothing. W’Q



Apart from Christ
We can accomplish nothing






Common ground is foundational
To building a relationship



Colossians 1:3-5 NIV

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we
have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the
love you have for all God’s people— the faith and
love that spring from the hope stored up for you
in heaven and about which you have already

heard in the true message of the gospel



The Gospel is our common ground



Philippians 2:1-2 NIV

Therefore if you have any encouragement from
being united with Christ, if any comfort from his
love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any
tenderness and compassion, then make my joy
complete by being like-minded, having the same

love, being one in spirit and of one mind.



Unity in the Gospel is a must



Luke 22:41-44 NIV

He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them,
knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing,
take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours
be done.” An angel from heaven appeared to him
and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he
prayed more earnestly, and his sweat was like

drops of blood falling to the ground.



Luke 23:33-34 NIV

When they came to the place called the Skull, they
crucified him there, along with the criminals—one
on his right, the other on his left. Jesus said,
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what

they are doing.” And they divided up his clothes by

casting lots.



Jesus demonstrates selfless love



Philippians 2:3-4 NIV

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit.
Rather, in humility value others above yourselves,
not looking to your own interests but each of you
to the interests of the others.




Philippians 2:3-4 NLT

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be
humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in others, too.







Don’t try to impress others






Take interest in others



Philippians 2:3-4 NLT

Don’t be selfish; don’t try to impress others. Be
humble, thinking of others as better than
yourselves. Don’t look out only for your own
interests, but take an interest in others, too.




Selfless love in action:
A Heart of Service



John 13:12-17 NIV

When he had finished washing their feet, he put
on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you
understand what | have done for you?” he asked
them. “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,” and
rightly so, for that is what | am. Now that |, your
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also

should wash one another’s feet.



John 13:12-17 NIV

| have set you an example that you should do as |
have done for you. Very truly | tell you, no
servant is greater than his master, nor is a
messenger greater than the one who sent him.
Now that you know these things, you will be

blessed if you do them.



Galatians 5:13-15 NIV

You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be
free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the
flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one
command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” If
vou bite and devour each other, watch out or you

will be destroyed by each other.



1. The Gospel is our common ground.
2. Unity in the Gospel is a must.
3. Don’t be selfish. Don’t try to impress others.
Be humble. Take an interest in others.
4. Engage in the Heart of Service
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John 13:35 NIV
By this everyone will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another.
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