
James - Week 4 - Speaking & Boasting

Big Idea: Words are incredibly powerful and carry in them both life and death.

Scripture: James 3:1-4:17

Death and life are truly in the power of the tongue. With our mouths we praise God the Father in one setting and 
curse our neighbor in another. 

When we fail to control our tongue, what is the potential for disaster? Why is this such a big deal? Just read 
James 3:6 and think about all the ways the tongue is described in one verse:

Is a fire•

A world of unrighteousness•

Set among our members (All the “members” of our bodies)•

Staining the whole body - This one member has the ability to stain and pollute all other members of the 
body. 

•

Setting on fire the entire course of life - this is better translated as the circle of life. Which shows the 
tongue’s ability to spread evil beyond just the individual and literally to everything in its sphere of influence.

•

Set on fire by hell - The tongue has the unique potential to “unleash hell” on others.•

Carefully look back in your life, have you ever fallen into the trap of being boastful or arrogant toward someone 
or about something?

How many of us have flippantly spoken about all the things we were going to do, all the projects we were going 
to complete, so on and so forth? We often talk as if we have control over the future. As if we can simply speak 
things into existence, like a beautiful 2000 square foot deck overlooking our backyard, and it will be so.

You do realize that you're not God, right? You cannot speak things or events into existence. Instead we are to 
speak saying, if it be Gods will, this or that will happen. If it is Gods will we will do this and that. When we take a 
step back and let God be Sovereign over our comings and goings, over our possessions and that which we wish 
to possess, it will go well for us because we are residing in Gods will for us. Our tongue is kept in check. 

I don’t know about you, but I am guilty of this myself. And …

I think if pastor James were here with us today he’d say, “Church, we can do better.” The upside for us in the 
21st century is we have lots of different mediums where we can practice being humble and kind. Places like 
Facebook and Youtube. Mediums like email and review sites like Yelp or others. 

These are all spaces where we as believers can enter in and shine the light of Jesus. These are spaces where 
we can be quick to listen and slow to get angry. Places where the words of life are so abundantly necessary. 

So, with that in mind, I want to challenge you this coming week to be even more intentional with your words. Let 
them be life giving and uplifting to others. Let them be encouraging and filled with humility. 

American poet Emily Dickinson said, “A word is dead when it is said some say. I say it just begins to live that 
day”

Let your words come to life this week, and set them free to give life to others.

Prayer: “Oh Lord, please transform our words into messengers of hope and reconciliation. Help us resist the 
temptation to speak evil of others and instead, give us the strength to share the hope of Jesus with everyone we 
can.”
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