
James - Week 3 - Faith & Works

Big Idea: Faith without works (action) is a dead faith.

Scripture: James 2:14-26

You’ve probably heard faith is like a muscle, and the more you exercise your faith, the 
stronger it becomes.  But not all of us are inclined to willingly thrust ourselves and our 
families into situations that would stimulate our faith to grow. Especially in the ways 
James probably had in mind when he wrote this letter… as the church in Jerusalem was 
being persecuted. 

And yet, these are some of the moments where we see our faith grow the most… In the 
midst of suffering, pain, hardship, and persecution. Maybe James was trying to inspire 
his church to keep going, to keep “fighting the good fight” as the apostle Paul says. 
Maybe it had been difficult enough for long enough that people were starting to lose 
hope. Maybe a reminder that, “Faith without action is dead,” was exactly the kind of 
blunt truth this early church community needed to hear. 

And maybe it’s the truth you need to hear today as well. 

We live in an admittedly “easy” culture compared to the one James was writing from. 
And it’s no secret that there are other believers all around the world facing very real life-
or-death persecution because of their faith. Their experience of faith is markedly 
different than yours or mine is. 

So today, I want to encourage you to find ways this week to put your faith into action. 
Don’t get too comfortable or worse, complacent in your faith. Allow yourself to enter into 
situations that will stretch you and grow you as a believer. Pray that God would give you 
the courage to step out in faith. And remember…

The world is hungry for the good news of Jesus and we are God’s chosen ambassadors 
to spread the message. Let your faith and your works be co-laborers for the kingdom of 
heaven. 

Prayer: Lord, I can see how faith and action work together as one. I can see that there 
are times when I simply get too comfortable in my faith and I forget to walk every day in 
righteousness and action. Give me courage and strength to have both faith and works 
that bring glory to you.

"Keep fighting the good fight. 
Pray for me as I pray for you. 
God is with us.”
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