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Book of God - Acts 4

Men's Circle Meeting - Boldness Under Pressure

This cleaned handout is based on the Acts 4 teaching from the men's circle meeting. It focuses on
pressure, opposition, Holy Ghost boldness, the name of Jesus, fresh infilling, prayer under threat, unity in
the body, generosity, and the example of Barnabas.

1. Setting the Stage: Revival Meets Resistance

Acts 4 follows the miracle at the gate called Beautiful in Acts 3. Peter and John had been used by God to heal
a man who had been lame from birth.

That miracle could not be denied, but it created backlash. Acts 4 shows what happens when revival collides
with resistance.

The chapter begins to reveal friction between the new Spirit-filled church and the existing religious system.
The apostles are now facing pressure from the same kind of authority structure that opposed Jesus.

This chapter teaches that when God starts moving, resistance will often rise. The question is not whether
pressure will come, but what pressure will reveal in us.
2. Pressure Reveals the Man

A major theme of the lesson was that pressure reveals what a man is made of. It reveals frame, character,
conviction, and spiritual depth.

Many people are strong when strength costs nothing. Many are vocal when no sacrifice is attached. But
pressure shows whether a man will hold to truth when it costs him something.

Acts 4 presents men who did not trade courage for comfort. They did not lower the hame of Jesus to protect
their reputation.

They were not perfect men, but they were Holy Ghost-filled men. Filled men can stand for God in hard places.

3. Spiritual Impact Often Brings Opposition

Peter and John were not arrested simply because a miracle had happened. They were arrested because of
the message they preached about Jesus and the resurrection.

The Sadducees were disturbed because they denied the resurrection. The message of Jesus risen from the
dead directly challenged their belief system and authority.

The miracle brought attention, but the message brought conflict. Even so, the Word kept spreading, and the
number of believers grew to about five thousand men.

This reminds us that opposition does not always mean God is absent. Sometimes opposition is evidence that
the gospel is landing and making a difference.



4. Obedience May Bring Favor and Friction

The lesson challenged the idea that obedience always makes life easier. Sometimes obedience brings favor,
but sometimes obedience brings friction.

A man can be right in the center of God's will and still have trouble all around him. Joseph was in God's plan
even when he was in a prison.

Faithfulness is not measured by comfort. It is measured by obedience.

A Spirit-filled man must not interpret every conflict as a sign that he should back down. Sometimes taking a
stand causes others to stand against you.

5. Filled With the Holy Ghost Before Speaking
Acts 4:8 says, 'Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them...' That phrase matters.

Peter was not merely speaking from personality, emotion, or human courage. He was speaking through the
boldness of the Spirit.

He stood before rulers, elders, scribes, and religious authorities in a hostile room. Yet he answered with
clarity and conviction.

The Holy Ghost gave Peter the power to speak what he could not have spoken on his own. This is another
reminder that the Holy Ghost is not just for salvation, but for power, witness, courage, and obedience.
6. The Name of Jesus at the Center

Peter declared that the lame man was healed by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom they crucified
and whom God raised from the dead.

He quoted Psalm 118 and declared that the stone rejected by the builders had become the chief cornerstone.

Then Peter spoke one of the strongest statements in the New Testament: 'Neither is there salvation in any
other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.'

Acts 4:12 matters in a world that wants many paths to God. Peter made it clear: Jesus is not one door among
many. He is the door.

7. Borrowed Beliefs Will Not Hold

The lesson emphasized that men need more than opinions or inherited religion. They need convictions.

Some people are raised around church but only carry someone else's experience. They have their parents'
experience, their pastor's experience, or their church's tradition, but not their own encounter with God.

When pressure comes, borrowed beliefs will fold. A man must know Jesus for himself.

It is not enough to say, 'This is the church | grew up in." A man must have a personal experience with the Lord
and the Holy Ghost.

8. Boldness, Evidence, and Recognition

The council noticed the boldness of Peter and John. They also recognized that these men were unlearned
and ignorant in the sense that they had no formal rabbinical training.

Yet they could not deny the healed man standing before them. When truth cannot be disproven, opposition
often tries to silence it.



The authorities told them not to speak anymore in the name of Jesus. Peter and John answered that they
could only speak the things they had seen and heard.

Training and education have value, but they cannot replace a man who has been with Jesus.

9. The Blood Is in the Name

The authorities feared that continued preaching in Jesus' name would bring His blood upon them.

This became a powerful point in the lesson: the blood is connected to the name. If a person wants the blood
applied, they need the name of Jesus.

Acts 2:38 commands baptism in the name of Jesus Christ, and Acts 4 reinforces the power, authority, and
saving necessity of that name.

The apostles did not back away from the name. They centered everything on Jesus.

10. The Church Responded With Prayer

After Peter and John were released, they returned to their own company and reported what the chief priests
and elders had said.

The church did not panic. They prayed.

They acknowledged God's sovereignty, quoted Scripture, and recognized that opposition against God's
people was part of a larger spiritual reality.

They did not pray for an easier assignment. They did not ask God to remove all enemies. They prayed for
boldness.

11. A Fresh Infilling of the Holy Ghost

Acts 4:31 says that when they prayed, the place was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.

This was significant because these believers had already received the Holy Ghost. The lesson emphasized
that sometimes Spirit-filled people need a fresh infilling for a fresh season.

The first infilling is necessary for salvation. But the Lord also refreshes, strengthens, and refills His people so
they can walk through pressure with power.

The church was about to face persecution they had never faced before. God's answer was not comfort first.
His answer was another outpouring of the Holy Ghost.

12. Boldness Instead of Safety

The church prayed, 'Grant unto thy servants, that with all boldness they may speak thy word."'

This reveals their priority. They did not ask to be hidden from pressure. They asked to be faithful in the middle
of it.

When threatened, flesh often responds with anger, fear, retaliation, self-protection, or self-preservation. Acts
4 teaches the Holy Ghost instinct: take the pressure to God.

A praying man is never truly cornered. He has access to God, and God has the power to open a way.

13. Great Grace and Unity in the Body
The second half of Acts 4 shifts from persecution outside the church to unity inside the church.

With great power the apostles gave witness to the resurrection, and great grace was upon them all.



This grace produced deep relational unity. They were of one heart and one soul, and they cared for the real
needs within the body.

The power of God was not only seen in preaching and miracles. It was also seen in love, generosity,
togetherness, and practical care for one another.

14. People Over Possessions

The believers began selling possessions and using the proceeds to meet needs within the church.

The lesson emphasized that kingdom strength is not always measured by what a man can hold on to, but
sometimes by what he is willing to release.

Selfish men weaken a church. Generous men strengthen the church.

A true move of God does not simply make a church louder. It makes the church more loving, more selfless,
and more united.

15. Barnabas: The Son of Encouragement

Acts 4 introduces Barnabas, whose name means son of consolation or son of encouragement.

Barnabas sold land and laid the proceeds at the apostles' feet. He is introduced as a model of grace-filled
spiritual maturity.

He is not first recognized for healing, preaching, or signs and wonders. He is recognized for strengthening
others, encouraging others, and helping preserve unity.

The lesson emphasized that the church needs men like Barnabas: men who make room for others to grow,
men who lift others, and men who help strengthen the body.

16. Main Takeaways for Men

Pressure reveals what is really in a man.

Opposition does not always mean God is absent. Sometimes it means the gospel is working.

The Holy Ghost gives boldness to stand in hard places.

Jesus' name must remain at the center.

Borrowed beliefs will not hold under pressure.

When threatened, do not panic. Pray.

Spirit-filled believers still need fresh fillings of the Holy Ghost.

The church should be marked by unity, generosity, and great grace.

A strong man does not only stand boldly. He also encourages, gives, strengthens, and helps others grow.

The church needs Barnabas-type men: sons of encouragement.

Discussion Questions

* What part of Acts 4 challenges you most as a man?

* Why does pressure reveal what is truly inside a person?

* Why do men sometimes back down when resistance rises?

* What does Peter being filled with the Holy Ghost teach us about boldness?
* Why is Acts 4:12 so important in today's world?



« What is the danger of relying on borrowed beliefs?

* Why did the church pray for boldness instead of safety?

* What does it mean to be refilled with the Holy Ghost for a new season?
« How can our church grow in great grace, unity, and generosity?

* Who needs you to be a Barnabas in their life this week?

Closing Emphasis

Acts 4 shows that the same Spirit who fills believers also gives them boldness under pressure, unity in the
body, and grace to strengthen one another. When threats rise, the church must not shrink back. We pray, we
get filled again, we keep the name of Jesus at the center, and we become men who encourage and
strengthen the body.



