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Clifton Heath

March 3, 1928 - October 2, 2023



Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures:
he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul.

He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness
for his name’s sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil,
for thou art with me;
thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.
Thou preparest a table before me
in the presence of mine enemies.

Thou anoints my head with oil; my cup runneth over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life, and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord forever.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory forever. Amen.



Clifton Heath

Monday, October 9, 2023 1:.00 p.m.

Gathering

Word of Grace

Greeting

Prayer

Hymn UMH 378
Old Testament Reading

Psalm 23

New Testament

“Amazing Grace”

Ecclesiastes 3:1-8

2 Timothy 4:6-8

Hymn UMH 357 “Just As I Am”
Homily
Witness
Hymn UMH 377 “It Is Well with My Soul”

Prayer of Commendation
Lord’s Prayer
Rendering of Military Honors

Benediction

All are invited to the Fellowship Hall following the
service for a reception hosted by Martha’s Ministry



Clifton Heath

On October 2, 2023, our beloved father, grandfather, brother, father-in-law, uncle and
friend, Clifton (Cliff) R. Heath, 95, of Hampton, passed away.

Cliff was born in Dover, North Carolina to Ray and Laura Heath on March 3rd, 1928. In
October 1946 Cliff quit the life of a farmer where the workday began before sunrise and
ended after sunset and joined the US Army Air Corps (Air Force). He met and married his
wife, Margaret, in 1949 and they were married for 63 years until her passing in 2013. His
Air Force career as an Aviation Fuels Manager took him all over the world. He retired from
the Air Force in 1973 as a Chief Master Sergeant. Cliff entered Civil Service at Langley Air
Force Base (LAFB) in 1974 and became the Chief of the Energy Management Plans and
Programs Branch. He received many awards and honors during his career and was
selected as the USAF Fuels Civilian of the Year for 1981 and again in 1988. He retired from
LAFB in 1990.

In his retirement, Cliff enjoyed spending time with his children and grandchildren. To say
he loved his grandchildren is an understatement. He was the best Papa to his two
grandchildren (and their friends), and they adored him. Cliff kept up with technology, had
a computer, and had spreadsheets for everything. He maintained relationships via email
with his many longtime friends and family. He was interested in genealogy and did
extensive research into the Heath family tree and shared it with ﬁis extended family.
Cliff’s younger brother, Leonard, was his best friend. They enjoyed spending time together
and usually got together several times a week. Len, Cliff’s nephew, often joined them for
lunch. These Heath men had a special bond.

Cliff was a great storyteller and we will miss hearing his booming voice when he talked
about his great adventures exploring new places, fishing and hunting. His children and
wife were lucky to have traveled with him around the world, to France, California, Alaska,
and Hawaii. Cliff had such a bigger than life personality and when you talked to him, he
was always upbeat and friendly. If you were having a bad day, Cliff was the person you
wanted to talk to.

Cliff was an extraordinary man. He lived a wonderful long life having a mental clarity that
was unbelievable up until the very end. Anyone who met%ﬁm and talked to him couldn’t
believe he was 95 years old. Cliff had a real passion for life. He was sharper than most
people half his age. He was smart, kind, considerate of others and we were so fortunate to
have him in our lives. It gives us comfort to know he is reunited with Margaret.

Cliff was predeceased by his wife Margaret, sister Laura Moore and husband Tink, brother
Alton Heath, and parents, Ray Heath and Laura Heath.

Cliff is survived by his daughter, Sandra Palko (George); son, Randy Heath (Patricia);
randdaughter, Shelley Fiore (Chad); grandson, Brett Palko; brother, Leonard Heath
Barbara); and sister-in-law, Elsie Heath and many nieces and nephews.

The family would like to thank the staff at The Newport Nursing and Rehabilitation Center
in Newport News, for the wonderful care provided to Cliff during his final days.

The interment will be held at a later date at Parklawn Memorial Park.



