
Called To Serve Part 1: The Foundation of Ministry


Have you ever marveled at the construction of a massive skyscraper or a 
transcontinental railroad? These awe-inspiring projects required vision, 
planning, and the coordinated efforts of thousands. Now, imagine being 
part of an even grander project – one that spans all of history and impacts 
eternity. This is the invitation extended to every believer: to participate in 
building the Kingdom of God.


Just as Abraham Lincoln envisioned a railroad connecting America coast 
to coast, Jesus Christ has a master plan for His Church. He's not just 
constructing a physical building, but a living, breathing community of 
believers that spans the globe. And here's the incredible part – He wants 
us to be involved.


The Foundation of Ministry


At its core, ministry is simply service – serving God and serving others. But 
it's far more than just busy work or checking boxes. True ministry flows 
from a deep relationship with Jesus Christ. It's both a reflection of who He 
is and an overflow of His Spirit working in our lives.


Think of it like this: in Manhattan, skyscrapers are anchored deep into 
bedrock, sometimes 25 stories below ground! Similarly, our service in 
God's Kingdom must be rooted firmly in Christ. Without this foundation, 
our efforts will be unstable and prone to cracking under pressure.


Jesus described this spiritual overflow beautifully: "If anyone thirsts, let 
him come to me and drink. He who believes in me, as the Scripture has 
said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water" (John 7:37-38). Ministry 
isn't about straining to produce results through our own effort. It's allowing 
the living water of Christ to flow through us, refreshing others in the 
process.


The Purpose of Ministry


Why does God invite us into this work? Ephesians 4 provides some key 
insights:


1. To equip believers for service




2. To build up the body of Christ

3. To help us mature in our faith

4. To attain "the fullness of the stature of Christ"


Ministry isn't just about what we do for others. It's a transformative 
process that shapes us into the image of Christ. As we serve, God works 
on our character, addressing areas that need growth and refinement.


This dual purpose is beautifully illustrated in the construction of a 
skyscraper. As the building rises higher, its foundation must sink deeper. 
Similarly, as God elevates us in service, He calls us to root ourselves more 
profoundly in Him.


The Heart of Ministry


While there are many forms of ministry – from teaching and evangelism to 
serving in practical ways – the heart behind our service matters most. 
Colossians 3:23-24 (Amplified) captures this beautifully:


"Whatever you do, whatever your task may be, work from the soul [that is, 
put in your very best effort], as something done for the Lord and not for 
men, knowing [with all certainty] that it is from the Lord [not from men] that 
you will receive the inheritance which is your [greatest] reward. It is the 
Lord Christ whom you [actually] serve."


Imagine if Jesus was visibly present as your ministry leader. How would 
that change your approach? This perspective transforms even the most 
mundane tasks into acts of worship and devotion.


Growing in Character


As we serve, God doesn't just use us – He shapes us. 2 Peter 1:5-8 
outlines a progression of character growth:


"But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, 
to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-control, to self-control 
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly kindness, 
and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, 
you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ."




This isn't a checklist to complete, but a lifelong journey of allowing the 
Holy Spirit to develop Christ-like qualities within us. As we grow in these 
areas, our ministry becomes more effective and our influence more lasting.


Finding Your Place


So, how do we apply these truths? Here are some questions to ponder:


1. Is there an area of service God is speaking to you about? This could be 
within an established ministry or something entirely new He's placing on 
your heart.


2. What aspects of your character might Jesus be addressing? Are there 
attitudes or behaviors that need to change?


3. How can you grow deeper in your relationship with Christ? Remember, 
this is the foundation for all effective ministry.


The beauty of God's Kingdom is that there's a place for everyone. Your 
gifts, your experiences, even your struggles can be used to build up others 
and glorify God. It might be as visible as preaching or as behind-the-
scenes as straightening chairs – both are valuable in God's eyes when 
done with a heart of service.


A Call to Action


Building the Kingdom of God is the most significant project in all of history. 
It's not about constructing physical monuments, but about transformed 
lives and eternal impact. Jesus, the master builder, invites each of us to 
play a part.


If you've never surrendered your life to Christ, that's the essential first 
step. Without a relationship with Him, our efforts at "good works" fall 
short. But for those who have experienced His forgiveness and new life, 
the call is clear: find your place in this grand design.


As you reflect on your role in God's Kingdom, remember that it's not about 
perfection, but willingness. God can use anyone who says "yes" to Him. 



Your service, rooted in a growing relationship with Christ, has the power to 
impact lives for eternity.


So, what's your next step in building the Kingdom? Will you sink your 
foundation deeper into Christ? Will you stretch yourself to serve in new 
ways? The master builder is calling. How will you respond?


