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INTRODUCTION  

For the Church in the first century and today, the Book of 2 Timothy is instrumental 
in the leadership and function of local assemblies. The Book of 2 Timothy stands as 
a timeless blueprint for doctrine, life, and leadership.  

Building on our study of 1 Timothy, which addresses false teaching in Ephesus, 
establishes proper assembly function, and provides guidance on doctrine, prayer, 
and roles in God's household, 2 Timothy equips the reader to persevere in that order 
amid trials. This is the Church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. 

Written to address ongoing false teaching threats and empower Timothy's leadership 
in his final charge, this epistle provides authoritative guidance on perseverance, 
doctrinal fidelity, and passing the baton of faith. 

GENERAL OUTLINE OF 2 TIMOTHY 

I. Greeting and Thanksgiving: Paul's Affectionate Charge to Timothy (1:1-5) 

II. Charge to Fan the Flame and Guard the Deposit: Do Not Be Ashamed (1:6-14) 

III. Examples of Faithfulness and Desertion: Hold to Sound Doctrine (1:15-18) 

IV. Endure and Entrust: Patterns for Faithful Service (2:1-13) 

V. Avoid Error, Pursue Righteousness: Be a Vessel for Honor (2:14-26) 

VI. Last Days Perils and Paul's Example: Continue in Scripture (3:1-17) 

VII. Final Charge and Farewell: Preach and Endure to the End (4:1-22) 

1 TIMOTHY 1:1-5 OBSERVATIONS  

Verse 1 – Paul identifies himself as “an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God.”  

As we saw in 1 Timothy, this is not simply “being sent” — it is a direct 
commission by Jesus Christ Himself. While others are called “apostles” in a 
general sense (Barnabas – Acts 14:14; Titus and the brethren – 2 Corinthians 
8:23; Epaphroditus – Philippians 2:25), the unique apostolic office required an 
eyewitness commission from the risen Christ. 

The verse concludes with “according to the promise of life in Christ Jesus.” The 
“according to” throws people off. This is saying that Paul’s mission was “in 
harmony with” the promise of life. Paul’s commission to the Gentiles was in 
conjunction with the grand plan of God (Romans 1:5; Titus 1:2). This 
foreshadows 2 Timothy 1:9-11. 

Verse 2 – Timothy is greeted, and Paul bestows his typical greeting, wishing grace, 
mercy, and peace (1 Timothy 1:2). 
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Timothy is, once again, referred to as “son.” This reference is to Paul’s 
endearment as Timothy’s spiritual father. 

Verses 3-5 – This is one sentence. The main point is “I thank God.” 

The next part of the verse is parenthetical. Paul expresses that he serves God in 
a manner that is worthy of the call and that he has no guilt or regret.  

Then Paul uses four clauses: 

• As I unceasingly have remembrance of you in my supplications 
• Longing to see you 
• Having remembered your tears 
• So that (hina clause) I would be filled with joy 

It is important to break up a lengthy sentence like this to understand the full 
thought. The hina clause is not tied to remembrance of Timothy’s tears, nor the 
longing to see you, but goes back to the main verb. Paul thanks God so that he 
would be filled with joy. 

Paul remembers how Timothy’s faith is “unfeigned.” This comes into context, as 
we will read later, in that many of Paul’s cohorts have abandoned him. Paul sees 
the same genuine faith in Timothy that he witnessed in Timothy’s mother and 
grandmother.  

PAUSE FOR CONSCIENCE’S SAKE 

Paul says he serves God with a clear conscience; initially, it seems a bit odd for Paul 
to say this here. We need to understand the reason for this statement. Also, this 
phrase is often subject to some misunderstanding, so it is important to explore it. 

Lexical Meaning 

• καθαρός (katharos): Clean, pure, unmixed, free from corruption or contamination. 
It describes something untainted, without a mixture of evil, guilt, or compromise. 

• συνείδησις (suneidēsis): Conscience – a compound from σύν ("with") + οἶδα/εἴδω 
("to know/see"). It refers to the inner faculty of moral self-awareness, evaluation, 
or judgment: "knowing within oneself" what is right/wrong based on God’s stated 
standards. It is not a feeling but a cognitive discernment and proper evaluation 
leading to decisions/behavior ("proper evaluation," "godly evaluation," "making a 
decision within oneself with a godly proper evaluation." 

Together, καθαρός συνείδησις means that Paul has an untainted proper moral 
evaluation, and his life has been governed completely by that. Paul is free from 
regret, righteous accusation, or compromise.  
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Paul and others in the New Testament frequently reference conscience: 

• Acts 23:1, 24:16 – Paul claims to have lived with a good/clear conscience before 
God (as a Pharisee and now as a follower of Jesus Christ). 

• Romans 9:1; 2 Corinthians 1:12 – Paul states that he has a truthful/good 
conscience to affirm his ministry and that his desires are proper. 

• 1 Corinthians 8 & 10 – Weak vs. strong conscience in matters of liberty 
(food/idols). 

• 1 Timothy (multiple): The goal of instruction includes a "good conscience" (1:5, 
19); elders/deacons must hold "the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience" 
(3:9); linked to purity, love, and sound doctrine. 

A clear conscience is about integrity; it enables bold service and contrasts with 
hypocrisy or deviation. 

Why does Paul use this phrase here? Paul writes from Roman imprisonment (likely 
harsh conditions, possibly Mamertine prison), expecting execution soon (4:6). He 
links his service to his forefathers’ faithful worship, showing continuity; even as a 
former persecutor, God’s mercy transformed him. His conscience is clear because 
he has obeyed the gospel call without compromise. 

This serves as a model of confidence for Timothy: a clear conscience enables bold, 
unashamed service amid persecution (see v. 8: “Do not be ashamed… join with me 
in suffering”). It validates Paul’s suffering as faithful, not shameful. 

PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS  

A clear conscience frees us for effective life and ministry. In pressure, persecution, 
or cultural compromise, establish and maintain a pure conscience by: 

1. Growing to spiritual maturity and maintaining a growth mental attitude. 

2. Learning and living by God’s standards. 

3. Overcoming evil with good (Romans 12:21). 

Paul’s example prepares Timothy (and us) for the charge in verses 6-14: fan the 
flame, reject fear, guard the deposit, and stand unashamed. 

  


