2 Timothy — Lesson 6
2 Timothy 2:14-26

INTRODUCTION

Paul's final letter to Timothy, penned around 66-67 AD from a Roman prison, serves
as an urgent charge to endure amid rising false teachings and persecution. Building
on Chapter 1's call to fan the flame of Timothy's gift and to unashamedly guard the
apostolic deposit, Chapter 2 shifts to practical patterns for perseverance. Verses 1-7
urge Timothy to draw strength from grace, entrust truth to faithful men, faithfully
suffer with Paul, and work like a soldier, athlete, or farmer. Then, verses 8-13 model
this through Paul's endurance for the elect's sake and a trustworthy statement that
poetically affirms outcomes tied to God’s faithfulness: co-dying is associated with co-
living, enduring is associated with co-reigning, denial is associated with being
denied, yet God's unswerving loyalty preserves even amid human unbelief.

Now, in 2:14-26, Paul intensifies the charge, instructing Timothy to remind believers
against fruitless infighting that ruins hearers, instead urging diligence in handling
truth accurately as a workman approved by God. This counters the worldly and
empty chatter like that of Hymenaeus and Philetus, who spread destructive errors.
Paul contrasts vessels of honor (cleansed for noble use) with those of dishonor,
calling Timothy to flee youthful impulses, pursue righteousness, and gently correct
opponents. This section equips Timothy to lead Ephesus toward doctrinal purity and
biblical restoration, modeling a life aligned with his grace-received identity.

GRAMMATICAL CONSIDERATIONS

Paul uses seven imperative verbs to drive action,

Verse Greek Transliteration Brief Definition (added nuance) NASB .95
Lemma Rendering

’14 ”fmomuwjmcoo thpomimnésk(') erep reminding (ongoing command) HRemind

15 omoVdal® spoudazd Zs t;i(il)gent / make every effort (urgent Be diligent

16  |[meptiotnu periistémi Eflr‘;(;;(;/ shun (middle voice = keep away Avoid

19 apiotn aphistemi lcztng};::g dc;ep art / abstain (3rd person abstain

’22 H(pal')yoo theug(') Hﬂee (imperative urgency) HFlee ’

’22 HSLO’JK(D Hdi()k(‘) Hpursue (active chase after) Hpursue ’

23 TOPUITEOOL  |[paraiteomai ;f(fumsf /avoid (middle = keep oneself refuse

Remind continually - in verse 14, stresses ongoing instruction to keep truths fresh in
the mind. Timothy is not teaching new material but reminding and correcting.
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In verse 15, be diligent, make every effort - calls for urgent commitment, while
cutting straight, handling accurately - clarifies the need for precise interpretation; the
vague "rightly dividing" suggests separation or a division of the Word of God. This
word means guiding truth like a straight path, avoiding diversions.

Verse 19 has “seal” — showing that God has an authentic ownership, with
inscriptions emphasizing divine certainty.

In verses 24-26, &¢i (dei) - it is necessary - outlines the Lord's servant's essential
traits. “Lest perhaps” conveys hopeful possibility for right mental disposition to avoid
spiritual pitfalls.

These phrases reveal Paul's intent: endurance isn't passive but active, rooted in
grace, with precision with the Word of God to prevent doctrinal drift.

VERSE-BY-VERSE OBSERVATIONS

Verse 14 — Paul commands Timothy to keep reminding believers of the endurance
patterns and trustworthy statement from earlier, while solemnly charging them
before the Lord to avoid wrangling over words, which profits nothing and leads to the
ruin of hearers.

Aoyopaxéw logomached — This is a compound word that combines fighting and
words. This is not a battle over definitions, or as some have tried to push splitting
hairs.

The core idea is combat using words; turning discussion into a battle (nit-picking,
endless quibbling, turning every point into a fight). Paul is not telling Timothy to
avoid careful, precise teaching, or carefully defining words is incorrect. In the
very next verse, he commands him to ‘handle the word of truth accurately.” What
Paul forbids is turning conversations about truth into word-wars, the kind of
contentious, ego-driven arguments that don’t build anyone up and actually ruin
the faith (doctrinal clarity) of those who listen.”

Verse 15 — Instead, Timothy must make every effort to present himself approved to
God as a workman who is unashamed, handling the word of truth accurately.

00KIuoG (dokimos) - approved: from dokipalw (to test), implying proven after
examination (like metal in fire), like a craftsman whose work withstands scrutiny
(1 Corinthians 3:13). The workman image is skilled labor. Here, this is in
Timothy’s study, application, and teaching.

opBoTtopéw (orthotomed) — This is a compound word that takes straight and
cutting and combines them to mean cut a path in a straight direction so that the
traveler may go directly to his destination. This word is only used one time in the
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Greek New Testament. It is used in Greek translation of the Hebrew Scripture in
two places (Proverbs 3:5-6, 11:5). Be guided by the word of truth like a straight
path, without being turned aside by worldly and empty chatter. It goes deeper
than surface reading; it means aligning teaching with apostolic truth, preventing
the twists false teachers use to justify error.

Verses 16-18 — Shun worldly and empty chatter, for it leads to greater ungodliness
and spreads like gangrene. Hymenaeus and Philetus exemplify this, having missed
the mark by claiming that the resurrection had already happened (probably a
reference to the rapture and has ties to 2 Thessalonians 2:1-2), overthrowing some
people’s doctrinal understanding and leading them into error.

Verse 19 — Nevertheless, God's firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: "The Lord
knows those who are His," and "Everyone who names the name of the Lord must
abstain from wickedness." The foundation, the seal, is God's unchanging truth that is
represented in two “seals.”

The first seal echoes and affirms God's intimate knowledge of His own. The
second demands response: abstain from wickedness, adikiag (adikias) —
unrighteousness, a willful deviation from God's standards, like false teaching or
compromise that contradicts biblical reality. It's a call to live aligned with one’s
identity in Christ.

Verses 20-21 — In a great house, vessels vary: some gold and silver for honorable
use, others wood and clay for dishonorable.

We have to be a little corrective here as well. In house there are tools — some are
special and very valuable; others are common. Cleansing oneself from these
makes one a vessel that is highly valuable, sanctified, useful to the Master,
prepared for every good work.

We have talked about sanctified before. ayidlw (hagiadzo) is a verb that is in the
Perfect Passive Participle. This, then, is an adverbial participle that indicates an
activity that has been completed prior to the main verb. “If anyone should cleanse
himself from these, he will be a vessel for honor, having already been made holy
(sanctified).” The cleansing yourself from poor doctrine and unrighteous behavior
results in readiness for good works and is aligned with your previous established
identity (dyia{w hagiadzo). This does not make you holy before God.

Verse 22 — Flee youthful impulses while pursuing righteousness, faith, love, and
peace with those calling on the Lord from a pure heart. Youthful impulses are not
only age-related but are youthful based on impulsive desires like rash ambition or
anger that derails leadership.
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Pursuing righteousness means living according to godly standards as revealed in
the Word of God.

Pursuing faith means to increase and be more precise with the doctrines of God
(grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ)

Pursuing love is a volitional, unconditional, self-sacrificial desire and activity for
the benefit of another.

Pursuing peace is contentment and having a godly perspective regardless of the
circumstances.

This instruction is not for Timothy only, rather he is to lead all into this.

Verses 23-26 — Reject foolish, ignorant speculations that breed quarrels. The Lord's
servant must not quarrel but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged,
gently correcting opponents.

How does God “grant a reconsideration?” Through His Word, the Word of Truth.
The result is that they would know the truth, return to sound mind, and escape
the snare of the devil.

Returning to a sound mind is a valuable reminder that to function outside of the
truth of God is to be insane. That person is not thinking or acting in accordance
with reality. Since the term is to “return” to a sound mind, they used to have one.

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT

For Timothy and Ephesian believers, this countered false errors' spread, urging
diligence to preserve unity and truth amid trials, fostering maturity as sustained
doctrinal hold (Ephesians 4:13-16). Timothy modeled honorable service, aligning
with his identity in Christ. Circulated in Asia Minor, it equipped churches against
speculation, promoting gentle correction for recovery, reflecting the grace of God:
security in the knowledge of God, responding from gratitude.

Today, it calls us to accurate truth-handling, abstaining from unrighteousness
(deviations contradicting identity) while pursuing virtues for honorable use. In
division, gentle instruction trusts God's Word to changed minds.

Beth Haven Church 4 2026



The Approved Workman:
Paul’s Blueprint for Biblical Integrity

Handling the Word of Truth

Avoid “Word-Wars"
(Logomacheo)
Shun contentious,

ego-driven arguments
that ruin the faith of

“Cutting Straight”
(Orthotomeo)
Aligning teaching with
apostolic truth to guide
listeners directly to

the destination. those who listen.
The Two-Part Seal of God
God's
foundation is Our call to
sealed by His our call to
sovereign holiness.
knowledge.

| |
Active Commands for Ministry

Spoudazo

Pheugo

Dioko

Be Diligent

Flee

Pursue

Make every effort;
urgent action.

Run from impulsive,
resoueat from
youthful desires.

Actively chase after
righteousness
and peace.

The Character of the Servant
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Vessels of Honor

Cleansing oneself from error results in being
a sanctified tool useful to the Master.

Vessels of Dishonor
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Flee: Run from impulsive, ~ Pursue: Actively chase after
youthful desires. righteousness and peace.

The Power of Gentle Correction

Kind instruction trusts God's Word to
return opponents to a sound mind.

A NotebookLM



