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INTRODUCTION  

Paul's final letter to Timothy, penned around AD 66-67 from a Roman prison, serves 
as an urgent charge to endure amid rising false teachings and persecution. Building 
on Chapter 2's call to entrust truth to faithful men, suffer as a soldier, and pursue 
righteousness while gently correcting opponents (2:1-26), Chapter 3 now warns of 
perilous times ahead. This prepares Timothy for the realities of ministry in Ephesus, 
a city rife with speculative errors and cultural pressures from the Roman Empire 
under Nero. 

Last lesson, we examined 2:14-26, where Paul urged diligence in handling God's 
Word accurately, contrasting honorable vessels cleansed for noble use with those 
entangled in youthful impulses or fruitless quarrels. Timothy was called to flee evil, 
pursue virtues like righteousness and peace, and correct opponents gently, trusting 
God to grant reconsideration through His truth. This countered the destructive 
chatter of Hymenaeus and Philetus, fostering doctrinal purity and restoration. 

Now, in 3:1-9, Paul intensifies the warning, describing the "last days" as times of 
difficulty marked by ungodly traits infiltrating even the church. He lists characteristics 
of self-centered men who oppose truth, likening them to Jannes and Jambres, and 
commands Timothy to avoid them. This section equips Timothy to discern and lead 
amid failure and false teachers, modeling endurance rooted in grace and truth of 
God. 

GRAMMATICAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Paul employs imperative verbs to emphasize awareness and action. The opening 
γινώσκω (ginōskō) - to know, recognize, calling for ongoing recognition sets a tone 
of vigilance. The list of observable overt sins in verses 2-4 is asyndetic (lacking 
conjunctions), creating a rapid, overwhelming accumulation to highlight the intensity 
of these traits. Key terms include: 

• Last days - ἔσχατος (eschatos) - last, final, extreme; ἡμέρα (hēmera) - day, 
period (combined in the dative plural as "last days," referring to the entire church 
age from Pentecost onward, not a reference to the future seven-year tribulation; 
Hebrews 1:2; 1 Timothy 4:1, as the era from Christ's ascension to His return). 

• Difficult times - χαλεπός (chalepos) - difficult, hard, fierce; καιρός (kairos) - time, 
season (evoking perilous or violent seasons, like wild beasts; used in Matthew 
8:28 for demoniacs). 

• Lovers of self - φιλάυτος (philautos) - loving oneself, selfish (prioritizing personal 
gain, hedonism, selfish ambitions, using people instead of loving others). 
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• Unthankful - ἀχάριστος (acharistos) - ungrateful, unthankful (taking from others 
without any appreciation or rejecting grace, kindness). 

• Unloving - ἄστοργος (astorgos) - without natural affection, unloving (especially in 
family bonds, like a mother’s love for her children). 

• Holding to a form of godliness - ἔχω (echō) - to have, hold; μόρφωσις 
(morphōsis) - form, outward shape; εὐσέβεια (eusebeia) - godliness, piety 
(combined as "having a form of godliness," implying superficial piety without true 
substance). 

• Oppose the truth - ἀνθίστημι (anthistēmi) - to oppose, resist; ἀλήθεια (alētheia) - 
truth, reality (standing against sound doctrine; Galatians 2:11). 

• Rejected - ἀδόκιμος (adokimos) - unapproved, disqualified, worthless (inflected 
nominative plural as "depraved," failing the test of faith; 1 Corinthians 9:27). 

• Avoid (Verse 5) - ἀποτρέπω (apotrepō) - to turn away, avoid (imperative as 
"avoid these," middle voice suggesting personal separation for your own 
protection). 

Historically, this reflects the persecutions and false doctrine influences in Ephesus, 
where false teachers blended Jewish myths with pagan ideas (1 Timothy 1:4, 4:7). 
The allusion to Jannes and Jambres (extrabiblical names for Pharaoh's magicians in 
Exodus 7:11-12) underscores opposition to God's truth, drawing from Jewish 
tradition to illustrate timeless resistance. 

VERSE-BY-VERSE OBSERVATIONS 

Verse 1: But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  

Paul begins with an imperative for vigilance, urging Timothy to actively 
acknowledge the reality of perilous seasons. As stated earlier, the phrase "last 
days" here, combining ἔσχατος (eschatos) and ἡμέρα (hēmera), describes the 
entire era from Christ's ascension onward until his return, this indicates ongoing 
difficulties already emerging in Paul's context, rather than a strictly future event. 
The text demonstrates there is a perpetual and persistent opposition to truth, 
regardless of the form. Also note that the implication is not a worldwide conquest 
of the church, but function amidst peril. 

Verses 2-4: For men will be lovers of self….  

This lengthy list of 19 overt destructive sins is structured without connectors for 
emphatic buildup. This paints a portrait of self-absorbed humanity spiraling into 
moral decay. The observation starts with inward selfishness (lovers of 
self/money) and escalates to outward harm (brutal, treacherous).  
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This echoes Romans 1:29-31 - depravity under God's wrath, but here applied to 
church infiltrators. For instance, "disobedient to parents" recalls Ephesians 6:1-3; 
command for children to obey, highlighting family breakdown as a sign of broader 
rebellion (Malachi 4:6). The list uses future “will be” to describe accumulating 
traits, but the structure and context of ongoing "times" (καιρός kairos - season) 
indicate recurring human depravity, found in the present description of Gentile 
National pegan rebellion.  

Does the list of overt destructive sins in verses 2-4 suggest evil will progressively 
worsen until Christ's return, or is it a timeless description of human depravity that 
cycles through history? 

The text does not specify linear worsening in this list alone, but verse 13 has 
προκόπτω (prokoptō) - to advance - in the phrase "evil men and impostors will 
proceed from bad to worse" supports a progression of deception and harm in the 
broader context.  

I think if we could graph this out, we would see a cyclical moral depravity in 
various societies. But I think it would also be evident that the state of all humanity 
is in a perpetual darkening of overt rebellion against the natural moral order that 
god established for mankind.  

Currently all of humanity is in the darkest state of wickedness that the world has 
seen since the flood. But there are pockets of societies that may not have been 
as bad as even the era of the Greco Roman empire during the time of Paul. 

Verse 5: Holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; avoid 
such men as these.  

These individuals maintain seemingly godly externals – rituals, titles, or moral 
posturing – but reject what godliness can actually do.  

Denied It’s Power - ἀρνέομαι (arneomai) - to deny, reject - with δύναμις 
(dunamis) - power, ability - contrasts outward form - with rejection of the inherent 
ability of εὐσέβεια (eusebeia) - godliness, behavior that exemplifies a deep good 
respect for God.  

In the Timothy letters, εὐσέβεια (eusebeia) refers to living in reverent alignment 
with God's truth and will, as in 1 Timothy 2:2 "godly" life or 2 Timothy 2:16 
avoidance of ungodly chatter.  

Simply, the "ability" here is the capability of such right and godly behavior, as 
seen in 1 Timothy 6:5-6 where godliness is profitable if it is accompanied with 
contentment. 1 Timothy 4:8 – Remember that we studied this and understood 
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that right godly behavior enhances the quality of life in the present and 
maximizes rewards in the life to come.  

The imperative "avoid" ἀποτρέπω (apotrepō) - to turn away, avoid - calls for 
personal separation to protect doctrine is personal and protective; Romans 16:17 
- mark those causing divisions contrary to doctrine.  

How should we practically "avoid" such people (verse 5) without violating 
commands to love enemies or gently correct opponents (like in 2 Timothy 2:24-
26)? Does this mean cutting off fellowship, or something more nuanced like not 
endorsing their influence?  

2 Timothy 2:24-26 gentle correction to have those in opposition come to their 
sense. Turning away, deflect, avoidance suggesting avoidance would be used for 
not simply those an error, but for those who are in overt rebellion against truth.  

Verses 6-7: For among them are those who enter into households and captivate 
weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning 
and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.  

These opportunists exploit vulnerable believers, targeting those burdened by guilt 
and immature fleshly desires.  

Verse 6 specifies γυναικάριον (gynaikarion) - little woman, (diminutive of γυνή 
gynē - woman) – childish women; in the context of Ephesus where women are 
instructed to learn quietly in 1 Timothy 2:11-12 due to deceptive influences.  

The grammar focuses on their susceptibility to exploitation by false teachers 
entering houses, rather than teaching in the general body. 

This is not a general gender trait; rather, this parallels verses like Galatians 3:1 
which is address to "foolish Galatians" or in 1 Corinthians 3:1 “as fleshly” 
deceived by error and susceptible to sin, indicating specific issues rather than 
inherent gender specific weakness to be deceived.  

In verses 6-7 there are four participles that need some clarity.  

Having been weighed down with sins, while being led by many impulses, 
looking to always learn, but not having any ability to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 

This is a reference to these specific women. This solidifies that the situation is 
specific to their problem not their gender. Why are they not able to come to 
knowledge? Because they are weighed down by sins and fleshly impulses. 
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The term for knowledge here is “ἐπίγνωσις” (epignōsis) – this is not full 
knowledge but rather an understanding of the information and has had an impact 
upon their thinking, we would call this a shift in worldview.  

Verses 8-9: Just as Jannes and Jambres...  

Jannes and Jambres, unnamed in Exodus but from Jewish lore, represent 
counterfeit miracles by the Egyptian wise men and sorcerers. This was the 
personification of those men who opposed Moses (Exodus 7:11-12, 22). Though 
not in the Hebrew text, this reflects Jewish oral tradition (as in extrabiblical 
sources like the Damascus Document), used by Paul to illustrate those who 
oppose the truth as a pattern of futile resistance, similar to Balaam's opposition in 
Numbers 22-24 or Elymas in Acts 13:8-11, where deception is clear.  

The text describes these ἄνθρωπος (anthrōpos) – men, persons - in verses 2-5 as 
exhibiting overt rebellion while "holding to a form of godliness," implying they can 
appear within religious settings.  

So, who are the "men" Paul describes in verses 2-5 – are they exclusively 
unbelievers outside the church, or could they include believers who have functionally 
and doctrinally strayed? This could refer to either misguided believers or false 
brethren infiltrating the church; the text does not make this distinction clear, focusing 
instead on their traits and impact.  

THEOLOGICAL IMPACT 

For Timothy and the Ephesian believers, this is a sobering reminder that individuals 
and bodies of believers need to be prepared to withstand the impact of the world and 
specifically from people who attempt to lead others astray.  

They recognize the problem by either a false doctrinal message or a behavior that is 
out of alignment with Godly standards. Regardless of what they present themselves 
as, a careful examination will bring out the truth. 

Initially circulated to Asia Minor churches, it equipped assemblies to identify wolves 
(Acts 20:29-30), promoting unity in sound doctrine and separation from corrupting 
influences. This built resilience amid difficulties and afflictions, reminding that God's 
faithfulness is linked to His identity not human successes or failures. 

Today, it calls us to vigilance in a self-centered culture, where these traits clearly 
show up in both secular and church settings. Believers respond by pursuing and 
holding to the Truth of God for contentment and peace.  


