The Book of Ezekiel

Lesson 12-Chapter Seven (Ezekiel 7:1-19)

Executive Summary

The text emphasizes that this is not a routine hardship but "the end" for the four corners of the land. Key takeaways include
the active nature of God’s wrath, the complete failure of material wealth to provide deliverance, and the transition from
celebratory shouting to screams of terror as the nation faces siege, famine, and the sword.

I. The Proclamation of "The End"

The opening of Ezekiel 7 serves as a final warning to the land of Israel. The word of the LORD emphasizes the
finality and proximity of the coming judgment through repetitive and urgent language.

e Universal Scope: The judgment is described as coming upon "the four corners of the land," indicating that

no region will be spared.

e The "Unique" Disaster: The Hebrew word ‘ehad (meaning "one" or "first") is used to describe the coming
disaster. The sources indicate that while Israel has faced previous judgments, this specific catastrophe will

pale all prior experiences in its severity.

e Imminence: The text declares that "The time has come, the day is near." It is described as an event that

has "awakened" against the inhabitants.

II. Linguistic Insights and Divine Intent

The Hebrew terminology used in this chapter underscores the severity and the royal nature of the

declaration.

Hebrew Word Transliteration = Common Meaning

N, ‘ehad One / First

>l ra‘ Evil / Wickedness
R, ‘m°hiimad

7. ’héd Joyful Shouting

b ak-F4 's’pird Crown / Diadem
vow. Sapat Judge

III. The Nature of Divine Retribution

Trouble / Destruction

Contextual Application in Ezekiel 7
A disaster so singular it surpasses all previous history.
Translated as "disaster" or "destruction” regarding
complete devastation.
An intense catastrophe resulting in "panic" rather than
joy.
Rooted in hédad (shout); here, it is replaced by screams
of terror.
Possibly refers to a royal declaration; an "inauguration”
of carnage rather than a king.

A verb in the Qal stem, signifying the active, physical
punishment by God.

The sources clarify that the judgment is not arbitrary but a direct repayment for the "ways" and

"abominations"” of the people.

e Active Punishment: God takes personal responsibility for the destruction, stating, "then you will know

that [, the LORD, am striking!"

e Withdrawal of Pity: The LORD explicitly states that His eye will have "no pity" and He will not "spare” the
people. The punishment is delivered while they are in the midst of their abominable acts.
e The Catalyst: The judgment is a response to arrogance (zaddén), violence (hamas), and the resulting

wickedness (resa®).
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IV. Societal and Economic Collapse

As the "day of wrath" arrives, the traditional structures of society—commerce, defense, and wealth—will fail

entirely.

e Futility of Commerce: The text notes that neither the buyer nor the seller will find cause for their usual
emotions (rejoicing or mourning), as the destruction renders all transactions meaningless.

e Military Failure: Despite blowing the trumpet (shofar) to assemble for battle, no one will go to the fight
because the wrath of God is against the entire multitude.

e The Worthlessness of Wealth: Inhabitants will "fling their silver into the streets." Their gold and silver,
previously sources of pride, will become "abhorrent things" that cannot satisfy their "appetite" (nepes) or
deliver them from captivity and death.

V. Physical and Psychological Impact

The judgment produces a profound physiological response in the survivors, characterized by total despair

and mourning.

e Physiological Terror: The text describes hands hanging "limp" and knees "dripping with water" (or
becoming as water), a description of the body's reaction to extreme horror.

e Symbols of Mourning: The people will wear sackcloth and shave "bald patches" on their heads.

o Note on Baldness: While Levitical priests were prohibited from making baldness on their heads
(Leviticus 21:1-5), in this context, it is a sign of intense grieving and shame, consistent with other
prophetic descriptions of destruction (Isaiah 3:24, Amos 8:10).

e Total Loss: God declares that "none of them shall remain,"” including their wealth and anything eminent
among them.

VI. Synthesis of the Triple Judgment

The events described in Ezekiel 7 are the fulfillment of Ezekiel’s earlier "Third Prophetic Demonstration”

regarding the hair. The wrath covers all locations:

e  Outside the City: Those in the field will die by the sword.

e Inside the City: Those remaining inside will be consumed by famine and plague.

e  The Mountains: Survivors who escape will flee to the mountains, moaning like "doves of the valleys" over
their wrongdoings.

Conclusion

The document concludes that the inhabitants of Israel are characterized by a "depraved mind." Rather than
repenting or adhering to the Law of Moses, they attempt to use money to stop an invading army that God has
sent with an "insatiable attitude" to destroy. The overarching message is that the coming siege and invasion
are the inescapable results of a nation that has become "out of touch" with God through persistent iniquity.
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