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Isaiah 17:7-8 – In that day man will have regard for his Maker And his eyes will 
look to the Holy One of Israel. He will not have regard for the altars, the work of 
his hands, Nor will he look to that which his fingers have made, Even the Asherim 
and incense stands. 

CONTEXT 

Isaiah 13–23 contains a series of oracles against the nations that surrounded Israel and Judah. 
These chapters form a deliberate literary unit in which the Holy One of Israel pronounces 
judgment upon the peoples and powers that have opposed Him and mistreated His people. 
The section begins with Babylon (13–14), moves through Moab (15–16), and then addresses 
Damascus in chapter 17. 

Chapter 17 is not an isolated pronouncement. It continues the theme that the Lord will judge 
every nation that has set itself against His purposes and against the people He has chosen. 
The oracles are not political commentary; they reveal the character of God as the righteous 
Judge who will not forever tolerate the oppression of His people or the rebellion of the 
nations. Chapter 17 fits squarely within this movement: God addresses one of Israel’s most 
persistent historical enemies and declares that judgment is coming. 

HISTORICAL BACKDROP 

Genesis 10:22-23 – Aram is listed as a son of Shem, making the Arameans a Semitic people 
group. Damascus is first mentioned in Scripture in Genesis 14:15, during the time of 
Abraham. This indicates that Damascus was already a recognized settlement or regional 
center as early as the patriarchal period. 

Damascus is one of the oldest continuously inhabited cities in the world. While there is 
evidence of settlement going back to post flood era, it rose to prominence as a significant city 
around 1200 BC. 

The Aramean kingdoms, including the powerful state centered on Damascus (often called 
Aram-Damascus), emerged as distinct political entities. These were West Semitic peoples 
who filled the power vacuum left by the decline of the Hittites and Egyptians in Middle East. 

The hostility between Damascus/Aram and Israel was not new in the days of Isaiah or the 
Syro-Ephraimite crisis. It had a long history stretching back centuries: 

• David’s Reign (early 10th century BC) – David defeated Hadadezer, king of Zobah (an 
Aramean kingdom north of Damascus). When the Arameans based in Damascus came to 
help Hadadezer, David defeated them and placed Israelite garrisons in Damascus (2 
Samuel 8:5-6). At this point, Damascus was brought under Israelite control or influence. 

• Solomon’s Reign (late 10th century BC) – After David’s death, Rezon, son of 
Eliada (who had fled from Hadadezer), seized control of Damascus and established 
himself as king. Scripture explicitly states that Rezon “was an adversary to Israel all the 
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days of Solomon” (1 Kings 11:23-25). This marks the beginning of an independent and 
hostile Aramean kingdom based in Damascus. 

• The Divided Kingdom Period (9th century BC) – After the division of the kingdom (931 
BC), Aram-Damascus became a frequent and dangerous enemy of the Northern Kingdom 
of Israel: 

o There were repeated wars during the reign of the Omride kings (especially Ahab). 
The Bible records battles in 1 Kings 20 and 22. 

o The most oppressive period came under King Hazael of Aram-Damascus (842–
800 BC). Hazael severely attacked Israel during the reigns of Jehu and his son, 
Jehoahaz. He captured significant territory east of the Jordan and reduced Israel to 
a very weak state (2 Kings 8:7-15, 10:32-33, 13:3-7). 

o The Tel Dan Inscription (discovered in northern Israel and attributed to Hazael or 
his son) boasts of killing the kings of Israel and Judah, showing Aram’s 
aggressive posture. 

• Under Kings Jehoash and especially Jeroboam II of Israel, the Northern Kingdom 
regained some of the territory previously lost to Aram. However, the underlying rivalry 
remained. 

Damascus (the capital of Aram/Syria) had a long and consistent record of hostility toward the 
people of God. From the time of David onward, Aram repeatedly attacked Israel, formed 
coalitions against her, and sought to weaken or destroy the nation. This was a pattern of 
wickedness and opposition to the God of Israel. 

Damascus had aligned itself with the Northern Kingdom (Ephraim) in an attempt to force 
Judah into an anti-Assyrian coalition (the Syro-Ephraimite crisis). More fundamentally, 
Aram’s history demonstrated a pattern of aggression, idolatry, and resistance to the purposes 
of the Holy One of Israel. The Lord had been patient, but the time for the oracle in Isaiah 17 
addresses both the immediate political situation and the deeper, longstanding rebellion of this 
enemy of God and His chosen people. 

EXPOSITION OF ISAIAH 17 

Isaiah 17 is written in Hebrew poetic form, characterized by parallelism, vivid imagery, and 
structured movement rather than strict chronological narrative. The poetry allows the prophet 
to paint a picture of coming judgment while embedding theological truth within the imagery. 

Verses 1–3  

The oracle opens with a direct pronouncement against Damascus. The city that had been 
a proud and powerful center will be brought low. The language describes the complete 
removal of its strength and independence. The fortified cities associated with Ephraim 
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(the Northern Kingdom) will also fall, and the remnant of Syria will be reduced to a 
shadow of its former glory. The pairing of Damascus and Ephraim shows that their 
alliance against Judah has sealed their judgment together. The once-great kingdom of 
Damascus will lose its power and status. 

Verses 4–6  

The focus shifts to “Jacob” (a reference to the Northern Kingdom of Israel). Its glory will 
fade and its strength will waste away. The imagery of a harvested field with only a few 
gleanings left communicates that only a small remnant will survive the coming judgment. 
The picture is one of severe reduction. What was once a fruitful and populated nation will 
be left with very little. This is not total annihilation, but it is devastating judgment that 
leaves only a fraction of what once existed. 

Verses 7–8  

Here the tone shifts. “In that day” introduces a significant theological statement. In the 
midst of judgment, or as a result of it, people will turn their attention away from idols and 
false objects of trust and will look to their Maker and the Holy One of Israel. The idolatry 
altars, the Asherim, and incense altars that had been objects of false worship will be 
abandoned. This turning is not portrayed as a minor or temporary response. It is presented 
as a genuine recognition of the true God in the day of His dealing with the nations and 
with His people. 

Verses 9–11  

The strong cities that once provided security will become like abandoned places. The 
reason given is that the people have forgotten the God of their salvation and have failed 
to remember the Rock of their strength. They had turned instead to pleasant plants and 
foreign shoots (imagery of trusting in alliances and false securities). Because they forgot 
the Lord, the judgment they experience will leave their defenses desolate. The poetry 
emphasizes cause and effect: forgetting God leads to the collapse of every false source of 
confidence. 

Verses 12–14  

The final section uses powerful poetic imagery of roaring seas and surging waters to 
describe a great multitude of peoples advancing like an overwhelming flood. This 
massive force threatens God’s people. However, the Lord rebukes them, and they flee. 
The terror that comes in the evening is gone by morning. The enemy that had planned to 
plunder and destroy is suddenly removed. The poetry conveys both the terror of the threat 
and the swift, decisive action of God in delivering His people. The suddenness of the 
enemy’s disappearance is emphasized. 
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REVIEW OF INTERPRETATIONS 

The Strictly Historical View  

This view holds that Isaiah 17 was entirely fulfilled in the 8th century BC through the 
Assyrian conquests of Damascus (732 BC) and the Northern Kingdom, with verses 12–14 
referring to the deliverance from Sennacherib in 701 BC. 

This interpretation fails to account for the eschatological character of the language, 
particularly the repeated use of “in that day” and the description in verses 7–8 of people 
turning to their Maker and the Holy One of Israel in a manner that exceeds the limited 
reforms of Hezekiah’s day. The remnant language and the picture of a future turning to God 
align more closely with Isaiah’s broader eschatological expectations than with the historical 
events of the 8th century alone. The strictly historical view also struggles with the fact that 
Damascus, though conquered, was later rebuilt and continued as a city, which does not match 
the finality of the language in verse 1. 

The Dual/Typological View  

This approach argues that the chapter had a real fulfillment in the Assyrian period while also 
pointing forward to greater future realities. While this view attempts to honor both history 
and future hope, it is not supported by the text. The prophet presents a single, unified oracle 
concerning Damascus and the judgment that is coming. There is no textual indication of two 
separate fulfillments or of the near event serving as a type of a later one. The language of the 
chapter consistently points to one future period of judgment and deliverance rather than two 
distinct horizons. Introducing a dual fulfillment requires reading into the text a structure that 
the prophet himself does not provide. 

The Eschatological View  

The language and structure of Isaiah 17 support a primary future, eschatological fulfillment. 
Several features point in this direction: 

• The repeated phrase “in that day” (verses 4, 7, 9) is characteristic of Isaiah’s descriptions 
of the Day of the Lord and the time of final judgment and restoration. 

• The turning to the Maker and the Holy One of Israel in verses 7–8 describes an absolute 
recognition of God that fits the pattern of an eschatological preservation of the Remnant 
more naturally than any limited historical response. 

• The Remnant imagery (verse 6) aligns with Isaiah’s larger theme of the preserved 
Remnant that will exist in the last days. 

• The sudden and complete removal of the invading multitude in verses 12–14 echoes 
similar descriptions of end-time coalitions that rise against Israel only to be decisively 
judged by God. 
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• Jeremiah 49:23-27 pronounces a direct oracle of judgment against Damascus, describing 
the city as becoming feeble with panic and sorrow filling its streets, while fire consumes 
its strongholds and wall. This passage closely parallels Isaiah 17 in its focus on the divine 
judgment of Damascus as a persistent enemy of God’s people.  

• Ezekiel 38–39 describes a massive coalition of nations from the north, led by Gog of the 
land of Magog, that will invade Israel in the latter days. God supernaturally intervenes 
with earthquake, fire, and confusion, resulting in the sudden and complete destruction of 
the invading forces. This passage shares a strong thematic connection with Isaiah 17:12-
14, where a great multitude threatens God’s people only to be swiftly rebuked and 
removed by the Lord. Both texts portray a future time when a powerful enemy coalition 
rises against Israel and is decisively defeated by divine intervention, supporting an 
eschatological reading of Isaiah 17. 

• Zechariah 12–14 repeatedly uses the phrase “in that day” to describe a time when the 
nations will gather against Jerusalem, only for the Lord to dramatically defend His people 
and bring judgment upon their enemies. The passage emphasizes God’s supernatural 
protection of Israel and the ultimate vindication of Jerusalem as the center of His 
kingdom. This directly correlates with the eschatological tone of Isaiah 17, particularly 
the “in that day” language, and the theme of God suddenly intervening to judge those 
who threaten His people. Together, these chapters present a consistent picture of end-time 
events in which the enemies of Israel are judged and God’s purposes for His people are 
fulfilled. 

While it is true that the oracle arises out of the historical tensions of the 8th century, the 
content and wording move beyond that immediate crisis to describe a future day when God 
will judge the enemies of His people and bring about a turning to Himself. The instrument of 
judgment is left undefined in the chapter, which is consistent with God using future agents to 
accomplish His purposes in the last days.  

CONCLUSION: PLACE IN THE ESCHATOLOGICAL FRAMEWORK 

Isaiah 17 fits within the broader biblical testimony that the Lord will judge the nations that 
have persistently opposed Him and oppressed His people. The chapter declares that God does 
not overlook or excuse the wickedness and aggression of those who set themselves against 
Israel. There is a coming day when the enemies of God’s people will be brought low, when 
their power will be broken, and when a remnant will turn to the Holy One of Israel in truth. 

This oracle reinforces the unchanging character of the Lord: He is just, and He will not forgo 
justice upon His enemies or the enemies of Israel. The judgment pronounced here will find 
its fulfillment in the future day when God brings final accounting to the nations. Until that 
day, the people of God are called to trust in the Holy One of Israel, knowing that He sees the 
aggression of the nations and will act in righteousness at the appointed time 

 


