BIBLE DOCTRINE - ANGELS

INTRODUCTION

The truth that there is an order of celestial beings distinct from humanity and distinct from the Triune
God is taught in many passages in Scripture. These angels are mentioned many times in the Old
Testament and over 150 times in the New Testament. A student of the Word would be able to
construct a solid, systematic, biblical doctrine of the angels.

The word angel, whether “mal’ak” of the Old Testament Hebrew, or “angelos” of the New Testament
Greek, means ‘messenger.” This is where the student must be careful not to ascribe all mentions of
angels as “heavenly realm celestial beings.”

Hosea 12:2-5 — This angel is not a “celestial being” but the Messenger of the LORD, the Son.
Haggai 1:13 — Translated messenger, but here we have “angel of YHWH.”

Malachi 2:7 — Priests were “angels of YHWH Sabaoth.”

Mark 1:2 — John is an “angelos of God.”

Galatians 4:14 — Paul was received as an “angelos of God.”

1 Corinthians 11:10 — ???

1 Timothy 5:21 — ???

Hebrews 13:1-3 — 2?77

Revelation 2-3 — 7??
GENERAL FACTS

One of the most phenomenal aspects of angels is their abode: a heavenly realm that coexists with the
physical world but remains typically unseen. This invisible dimension occasionally intersects with
human affairs, as vividly illustrated in Elisha's encounter with his servant in 2 Kings 6:8-17, where
the prophet prays for opened eyes to reveal the "horses and chariots of fire" surrounding them—
angelic forces far outnumbering the enemy. Angels are referenced in 34 books of the Bible, from
Genesis to Revelation, affirming their pervasive presence in salvation history. Key general facts
include:

Created Beings: Angels are finite, created entities—not divine or eternal (Psalm 148:1-5). They
owe their existence to the Triune God, specifically through the creative agency of Jesus Christ (John
1:1-3; Colossians 1:16: "For in Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible
and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities").

Timing of Creation: The exact moment of angelic creation is not explicitly stated, but Job 38:1-

7 describes the "morning stars" (a poetic term for angels) singing together and shouting for joy at the
earth's foundation. This suggests angels predate the physical creation week of Genesis 1. The
"beginning" in Genesis 1:1 likely pertains to the material universe (heavens as sky and space), while
the angelic realm was established before that, aligning with the "invisible" creations in Colossians
1:16.
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Population: Scripture portrays an innumerable host of angels, too vast for human reckoning.
Examples include:

e 1 Kings 22:19: Micaiah sees the LORD with "all the host of heaven standing around Him."
e Psalm 68:17: The chariots of God number "twenty thousand, thousands upon thousands."

e Daniel 7:10: "Thousands upon thousands attended him; ten thousand times ten thousand
stood before him"—a scene of angelic multitudes in heavenly court, directly tying into
Daniel's vision of the Ancient of Days.

e Matthew 26:53: Jesus could have summoned more than "twelve legions" (over 72,000) of
angels.

o Hebrews 12:22: Believers approach "countless thousands of angels in joyful assembly."

e Revelation 5:11: "Ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands upon thousands" encircle
the throne of God.

Hierarchy and Classification: Angels exhibit rank and diversity, including good/evil distinctions
(unfallen vs. fallen), varying strengths (e.g., "mighty ones" in Psalm 103:20), and leadership roles
(archangels). The Book of Daniel richly illustrates this hierarchy:

e Archangels: Michael, the "great prince who protects your people" (Daniel 12:1), is named as
"one of the chief princes" (Daniel 10:13) and a key warrior against demonic forces (Daniel
10:21: "only Michael, your prince, is for you"). He exemplifies angelic leadership in
“angelic” warfare.

e Other classifications emerge in Daniel's visions, such as the "princes" over nations (Daniel
10:13, 20), suggesting territorial angelic oversight.

Special Orders:

e Cherubim: A high-ranking order, often guardians of God's holiness. Satan, before his fall,
was a "guardian cherub" (Ezekiel 28:14, 16). They barred Eden's entrance (Genesis 3:24),
adorned the tabernacle/temple (Exodus 26:1; 1 Kings 6:23-29), and carried God's throne-
chariot (Ezekiel 1:4-5, 10:15-20). They feature prominently in the millennial temple (Ezekiel
41:18-20).

e Seraphim: Known solely from Isaiah 6:2-7, these six-winged beings attend God's throne,
proclaiming His holiness, and execute cleansing (e.g., purifying Isaiah's lips). The name
derives from a root meaning "to burn" (fiery zeal) or "to be noble."

e Four Living Creatures: Mentioned 12 times in Revelation (4:6-8, 5:6-8), these mysterious
beings, possibly a unique angelic order, continuously worship around the throne, echoing
Ezekiel's visions (Ezekiel 1, 10) and bearing similarities to seraphim/cherubim.

o Individual Angels: Prominent figures include Satan (the fallen adversary), Michael and
Gabriel (archangels), and unnamed holy angels. Daniel spotlights Gabriel as the interpreting
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angel (Daniel 8:16, 9:21) and introduces the "man clothed in linen" (Daniel 10:5-6), a
majestic figure who strengthens Daniel and reveals end-times prophecies.

Relation to Humanity: Currently, angels surpass humans in power and insight (Hebrews 2:7), yet
believers will one day judge angels (1 Corinthians 6:3), and the world to come will be subject to
humanity (Hebrews 2:5-8).

The Functions of Angels: Angels serve multifaceted roles across Scripture, always in submission to
God's will. Their activities intensify during pivotal moments when God directly intervenes in human

history.

To God: Angels perpetually praise, worship, rejoice, serve, and report to Him:

Job 1:6, 38:6-7 (present at creation's foundation).
Psalm 103:20-21, 148:1-2 (bless and praise the LORD).
Isaiah 6:3 (seraphim's threefold holy cry).

Hebrews 1:6 (worship the Son).

Revelation 5:8-13, 7:1, 8:2, 22:9 (throne-room service and worship).

In Dispensations: Angels are markedly active during God's direct dealings with humanity:

Creation: Witnesses to the earth's laying (Job 38:7).

Patriarchal Period: Appear to Hagar (Genesis 16), Abraham (Genesis 18-19), Jacob
(Genesis 32), and Joseph (Genesis 31:11).

Nation of Israel: Involved in its selection (to Abraham, Isaac, Jacob) and building
(e.g., to Jacob in Genesis 28:12; 32:1).

Prophetic Era: Especially prominent in Daniel, where angels unveil apocalyptic
visions:

e Gabriel's Role: In Daniel 8:16, Gabriel explains the ram and goat vision
(predicting Medo-Persia and Greece). In Daniel 9:21, he swiftly arrives "in
response to [Daniel's] prayer" to interpret the "seventy weeks" prophecy,
demonstrating angelic responsiveness to intercession.

e Angelic Warfare: Daniel 10 depicts intense conflict: The "man clothed in linen"
is delayed 21 days by the "prince of the Persian Kingdom" (a demonic territorial
spirit), until Michael intervenes (Daniel 10:13, 21). This reveals angels'
involvement in cosmic battles over nations, with Michael as Israel's protector.

e End-Times Assurance: Daniel 12:1 prophesies Michael's stand during
unparalleled distress, safeguarding the faithful remnant.

Christ's Life and Ministry: Announced His birth (Matthew 1:20; Luke 1:26-38), protected the
holy family (Matthew 2:13-15, 19-21), ministered post-temptation (Matthew 4:11), strengthened
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in Gethsemane (Luke 22:43), announced the resurrection (Matthew 28:1-6; Luke 24:5-7), and
will accompany Him at His return (Matthew 25:31).

Church Foundation: Guided Philip (Acts 8:26), Cornelius (Acts 10:3-7), freed Peter (Acts
12:11), and attended Christ's ascension (Acts 1:10-11; 1 Timothy 3:16).

Future Dispensations: Angels will pour out judgments in the Tribulation (Revelation 8-9),
separate the righteous from the wicked at Christ's return (Matthew 13:39-41), and serve in the
Millennial Kingdom (Zechariah 14:5; Revelation 20).

To the Church Age Believers: Angels function as "ministering spirits sent to serve those who will
inherit salvation" (Hebrews 1:14). They delivered God's Word historically (e.g., to prophets like
Daniel) and intervened in believers' lives overtly (e.g., Daniel's strengthening in Daniel 10:18-19) or
covertly (e.g., protecting the early church in Acts). They observe human and ecclesial activity as
witnesses (1 Corinthians 4:9: "spectacle to the world, to angels"; Ephesians 3:10: "through the
church, the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to the rulers and authorities in the
heavenly realms"; 1 Peter 1:12: angels long to look into salvation's mysteries). However, New
Testament epistles offer no commands for direct angelic interaction today, only warnings:

e Nothing separates us from God's love, not even angels (Romans 8:38).

o Beware false apostles disguised as "angels of light" (2 Corinthians 11:12-14).

e Reject any "angel" preaching a contrary gospel (Galatians 1:8).

e Avoid undue worship or speculation about angels (Colossians 2:18).

e God now speaks through His Son, superior to angels (Hebrews 1:1-14).
Theological Impact

Studying angels unveils a cosmos far richer than our senses perceive; a veiled heavenly realm
teeming with worship, warfare, and wonder. The Book of Daniel, with its vivid angelic encounters,
heightens this awe; from Gabriel's timely interpretations to Michael's valiant defense, these
narratives remind us that history unfolds under unseen divine orchestration. Yet, much remains
unrevealed (Deuteronomy 29:29), fueling anticipation for eternity's greater revelations (1
Corinthians 2:9). Practically, this doctrine humbles us before God's majesty while guarding against
speculation. Angels' stories, like Daniel's, inspire prayerful dependence—knowing our intercessions
summon heavenly aid (Daniel 9:21, 10:12). If an angel appeared, we test it by Scripture (1 John 4:1;
Galatians 1:8), not spectacle. For now, our focus remains on communing with God through His
Word and Spirit, treasuring the promise of future fellowship with these ministering hosts (Hebrews
12:22). In Daniel's spirit, may we too seek understanding amid trials, trusting the angelic
reinforcements God deploys on our behalf.
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