Worldview Wisdom

INTRODUCTION

The beginning of wisdom is: Acquire wisdom; And with all your acquiring, get
understanding. The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge
of the Holy One is understanding. And to man He said, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord,
that is wisdom; And to depart from evil is understanding.' In whom (Christ) are hidden
all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.

Proverbs 4:7, 9:10; Job 28:28; Colossians 2:3; James 1:5
DEFINITION AND CHALLENGES
What is biblical wisdom, and why is it essential for the believer?

In our ongoing study of developing a biblical worldview, we have explored reality, truth, and
epistemology; foundational elements that shape how we perceive and interact with the world. Now,
we turn to wisdom, which bridges knowledge and application. Wisdom is not merely intellectual
accumulation but the skillful living out of truth in everyday decisions. Without wisdom, even a deep
understanding of doctrines can fail to impact our lives, leading to inconsistency between belief and
behavior.

This lesson will define biblical wisdom, examine its major concepts through Scripture, highlight key
Hebrew and Greek vocabulary, and contrast it with worldly wisdom. By the end, we aim to equip you
to pursue wisdom as a core component of a biblical worldview, enabling better decisions, peace, and
contentment (Proverbs 3:13-18).

Wisdom, in biblical terms, is the ability to apply knowledge and understanding rightly, in alignment
with God's character and will. It goes beyond mere information or cleverness; it involves discernment,
insight, and practical skill in navigating life's challenges.

In Job 28, there is a lament from Job. He begins by stating that all of the earth's treasure is able to be
found. But beginning in verse 12, Job remarks about wisdom (28:12-28). Proverbs is the Book of
Wisdom, and in Chapter 2, Solomon reflects on the wisdom that is from God (Proverbs 2:1-12).
"Chokmah" often implies skill or expertise, as seen in craftsmanship, while in Proverbs, it emphasizes
living wisely in fear of the Lord.

Challenges arise because the world often confuses wisdom with intelligence, success, or self-reliance.
Many believers struggle to integrate biblical wisdom into daily life, defaulting to cultural norms or
personal intuition. This disconnect can lead to poor choices, anxiety, and spiritual stagnation (James
3:13-18). Epistemologically, if our source of authority is Scripture, wisdom flows from it; without this
foundation, we chase fleeting "wisdom" that ultimately fails (1 Corinthians 1:19-20).

MAJOR BIBLICAL CONCEPTS OF WISDOM

Scripture presents wisdom as multifaceted, originating from God and essential for human flourishing.
Here are the key concepts:
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1. Wisdom Originates from God: Wisdom is not human-derived but a divine attribute. God is the
source of all wisdom (Proverbs 2:6; Daniel 2:20-21). In creation, God's wisdom is displayed
(Proverbs 3:19-20; Psalm 104:24). Christ is personified as the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians 1:24,
30; Colossians 2:3), embodying perfect application of truth.

2. The Fear of the Lord is the Foundation: Repeatedly, Scripture declares that "the fear of the Lord
is the beginning of wisdom" (Proverbs 1:7, 9:10; Job 28:28; Psalm 111:10). This "fear" is
reverential awe, leading to obedience and humility before God.

3. Wisdom Involves Knowledge and Understanding: Wisdom builds on epistemology, knowing
truth (from general and special revelation), but adds skillful application. Proverbs 2:1-5 urges
seeking wisdom like hidden treasure, linking it to understanding God's ways. It includes moral
discernment, distinguishing good from evil (Hebrews 5:14).

4. Practical Application in Life: Wisdom guides decisions, speech, relationships, and work.
Proverbs portrays wisdom as a path to life (Proverbs 4:10-13), contrasting it with folly's
destruction. James 3:13 has wisdom demonstrated in good behavior. It equips for temptations
(James 1:2-5) and leads to blessing (Proverbs 3:13-18).

5. Wisdom is Gained Through Discipline and Instruction: Gaining wisdom requires humility,
correction, and learning from Scripture (Proverbs 1:2-6, 12:1). It involves community—wise
counsel (Proverbs 11:14)—and prayer (James 1:5). The wise person listens and applies (Proverbs
19:20).

6. Wisdom has an Eternal Perspective: Biblical wisdom looks beyond the temporal, focusing on
eternal rewards and God's kingdom (Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:2). It contrasts with
shortsighted worldly pursuits.

MAJOR BIBLICAL VOCABULARY FROM HEBREW AND GREEK
Understanding the original languages enriches our grasp of wisdom. Here are key terms:
Hebrew Terms (Old Testament):

e 20 (chokmah): The primary word for wisdom, meaning skill, shrewdness, or prudence. Used
over 140 times; it denotes practical expertise (e.g., in artisans, Exodus 35:31) and moral living
(Proverbs 1:2). It implies applying knowledge ethically.

e 112 (binah): Understanding or discernment, often paired with chokmah. It involves insight and
comprehension (Proverbs 2:3; Isaiah 11:2). It emphasizes perceiving underlying truths.

o ny7(da'at): Knowledge, especially experiential or relational knowing of God (Proverbs 9:10).
Wisdom requires this intimate knowledge to function rightly.

e 1121 (tebunah): Intelligence or skill in interpretation, linked to understanding God's will (Proverbs
2:6; Deuteronomy 32:28).
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Greek Terms (New Testament):

e cooia (sophia): Wisdom, often divine or Christ-centered. Used in 1 Corinthians 1:30 to describe
Christ as our wisdom. Implies profound, godly insight (James 3:17 lists its qualities: pure,
peaceable, gentle).

e @povnoic (phronésis): Prudence or practical wisdom, focusing on mindset and moral reasoning
(Ephesians 1:8). Relates to thoughtful decision-making.

e ovveoig (sunesis): Understanding or insight, emphasizing comprehension (Colossians 1:9). It
involves putting knowledge together wisely.

e yvdoig (gnosis): Knowledge, but wisdom (sophia) applies it. Paul warns against knowledge
without love (1 Corinthians 8:1), highlighting wisdom's relational aspect.

These terms underscore that biblical wisdom is holistic: intellectual, moral, and relational, always
rooted in the revelation and truth of God.

CONTRAST WITH WORLDLY WISDOM

While biblical wisdom exalts God as the source and aligns with His eternal truth, worldly wisdom
relies on human autonomy and temporal gains. Scripture sharply contrasts them:

e Source: Biblical wisdom comes from fearing the Lord and His revelation (Proverbs 2:6); worldly
wisdom stems from human reason, experience, or culture (1 Corinthians 2:5-6), often rejecting
divine authority.

e Characteristics: James 3:15-17 describes worldly wisdom as "earthly, natural, demonic," marked
by jealousy, selfish ambition, disorder, and evil. In contrast, heavenly wisdom is pure, peace-
loving, merciful, and fruitful.

e Results: Worldly wisdom leads to folly, conflict, and destruction (Proverbs 14:12; 1 Corinthians
3:19). Biblical wisdom brings life, peace, and righteousness (Proverbs 3:17; James 3:18).

Examples include secular pragmatism (success at any cost) versus biblical integrity, or humanistic
self-help versus humble dependence on God. Infiltrations into Christendom, like a prosperity gospel
or moral relativism, mimic worldly wisdom, prioritizing results over obedience.

CONCLUSION

Biblical wisdom is the encapsulation of a biblical worldview, enabling us to live out truth in every
sphere: family, work, society. As we discipline our minds (Romans 12:2), let us pursue wisdom
diligently, asking God for it (James 1:5) and applying it through Scripture. This not only honors God
but transforms us into mature believers, making decisions with confidence and eternal impact.
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