


“Now in the first year of Cyrus king
of Persia, that the word of the LORD
by the mouth of Jeremiah might be
fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the
spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so
that he made a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and

also put waymg,



“Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:
All the kingdoms of the earth the
LORD God of heaven has given me.
And He has commanded me to build
Him a house at Jerusalem which is in
Judah. Who is among you of all His
people? May the LORD his God be
with him, and let him go up!”

2 Chronicles 36:22-23/Ezra 1:1-3



“For thus says the LORD: When
seventy years are completed for
Babylon, | will visit you, and | will
fulfill to you My promise and bring
you back to this place. For | know the
plans | have for you, declares the
LORD, plans for welfare and not for

evil, to give you a future and a hope.”
amiah 29:10-11




“Thus says the LORD,
your Redeemer (vs 24)....
who says of Cyrus, ‘He is my
shepherd, and he shall fulfill all
My purpose; saying of Jerusalem,
She shall be built, and of the temple,
"Your foundation shall be laid.””

L Jsaiah 44:28



Hope is
Rooted in God
NOT People




Restoring Worship




“And when the builders laid the
foundation of the temple of the LORD, the
priests in their vestments came forward
with trumpets, and the Levites, the sons of
Asaph, with cymbals, to praise the LORD,
according to the directions of David king
of Israel. And they sang responsively,

praising and glvmg thanks to the LORD,”



“For He is good,

for His steadfast love (hesed)
endures forever toward Israel.”

Ezra 3:11




“and this house was finished on the
third day of the month of Adar, in the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the
king. And the people of Israel, the
priests and the Levites, and the rest of
the returned exiles, celebrated the
dedication of this house of God with joy.”

S Fera 611516



“On the fourteenth day of the
first month, the returned exiles
kept the Passover. For the
priests and the Levites had
purified themselves together;
all of them were clean.”

~ Ezra6:19-20



Spiritual Renewal



“this Ezra went up from Babylonia. He
was a scribe skilled in the Law of
Moses that the LORD, the God of

Israel, had given, and the king granted

him all that he asked, for the hand of

the LORD his God was on him.”

Ezra 7:6




“Then | proclaimed a fast there,
at the river Ahava, that we
might humble ourselves before
our God, to seek from him a
safe journey for ourselves, our
children, and all our goods.”

- Ezra 8:21




“For they have taken some of their
daughters to be wives for themselves
and for their sons, so that the holy
race has mixed itself with the peoples
of the lands. And in this faithlessness
the hand of the officials and chief men
has been foremost.”

~ Ezra92



“As soon as | heard this, | tore my garment
and my cloak and pulled hair from my
head and beard and sat appalled. Then all
who trembled at the words of the God of
Israel, because of the faithlessness of the
returned exiles, gathered around me while
| sat appalled until the evening sacrifice.”

A 212 9:3-4



Ezra Reminds Us:

- Hope after failure

- When you sin, humble yourself
repent and come back to God
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