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:: Summary 

Every person of every ethnicity is an equally beloved member of the one human race. 
However, sin has corrupted our ability to honor the image of God in one another. Racism - 
diminishing the dignity and worth of people made in the image of God on the basis of 
perceived physical differences - is one of the manifestations of this broken behavior and it has 
caused deep division and immense suffering. 

The message of the Gospel is that true reconciliation with God and one another has been 
accomplished in Jesus. By his blood shed on the cross, he has created one new, restored 
humanity. Part of your calling as a Christian is to live out the reality of reconciliation as you live 
in this fallen world.  

:: Share 

Share your experience of growing up with people of different racial backgrounds. What 
was good, what was not so good? 
(This is a bit more serious ice breaker question but it is intended to help you share some of your background 
story by describing how it went for you growing up regarding issues of race.) 

:: Explore and Discuss | Ephesians 2:14-22, Matthew 5:23-24 

How does Ephesians 2:14-22 serve as the foundation for Christian unity and equality? 

Read Matthew 5:23-24. What is Jesus’ teaching? Why does he say to stop and be 
reconciled in the middle of making your offering? 

Read Colossians 1:19-20. In this text, the word “reconcile” at its root means “to change” 
(from enmity to friendship), and therefore expresses how in Christ harmony with God is 
achieved  and all enmity is removed (cf. Rom 5:10, 11; 2Cor 5:18-20). To anchor vv. 19-
20 in your heart, how would you summarize or describe the meaning of these two 
verses? 

:: Apply it to Your Life 

In light of Matthew 5:23-24, is there anyone you need to be reconciled to (either inside 
or outside the family of faith)? Is there anything holding you back? 

On a personal level, what is God teaching you or nudging you to do when it comes to 
race and reconciliation? 

:: Pray 

Pray for each other in light of your answers to the application questions above. 
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Confess any sin regarding your attitudes and behaviors that lift you above others. 

Pray for world-wide revival through the proclamation of the Gospel and the Good News 
of reconciliation with God. 

:: Notes 

Here are links to three very good discussions on race and reconciliation. 

Dr. Bryan Loritts 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UCTemNbDUbU 

Dr. Voddie Baucham 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FoJGYCc7EUg 

Racial Justice through the Church 
Efrem Smith, Hurmon Hamilton, Bernard Emerson, Corey Leak 
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=3333670673318920&ref=watch_permalink 

 


