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:: Summary 

The problem with much of our civic and political discourse in these days is a matter of the 
tongue – the way we engage in conversation and express the viewpoints we hold most dear. 
As Christians, it is okay to be passionate about what we believe but God calls us to watch out 
for the way we express our deeply held convictions. The Book of James tells us that like a small 
spark that sets a forest on fire, the tongue can set “the whole course of one’s life on fire.” 

:: Share 

Is there a person in your life (or in the larger public sphere) that models godly qualities 
as she or he engages in public discourse? (See notes below for definitions) What stands 
out about their example? 

:: Explore and Discuss | James 1:19-21, 26-27, 3:6-10 and Notes 

Read James 1:19-20. Is James teaching that anger has no place in the believer’s life. How 
would you summarize the Bible’s teaching on anger? 

How does the reference to righteous activity that meets God’s approval in verse 20 
influence the expression of anger for Christians? Give an example in your answer. 

Is James overstating his case in 3:6-8? Why or why not? 

:: Apply it to Your Life 

In light of James 1:26, in what contexts is it hardest for you to keep a tight rein on your 
tongue? 

How does James 3:9-10 challenge or convict you? 

In light of the definitions in the notes, why is it important for you as a follower of Jesus 
to engage in public discourse (at least at the conversational level) and not be silent? 

:: Pray 

Confess any sin resulting from not keeping a tight rein on your tongue and/or ask the 
Holy Spirit to grow you in light of this discussion. 

Pray for greater boldness and courage for you and for believers everywhere to engage in 
and advance the common good. 

:: Notes 
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PUBLIC DISCOURSE includes conversations, writings, speeches, debates and other forms of 
exchanging ideas made in pursuit of the common good. 

The COMMON GOOD is the environment, conditions and everything else needed for every 
human being to flourish. 

 


