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:: summary 
As we have discussed in our teaching series over the last several weeks, Jesus is both God made fully human, 
and the fully divine, supreme King over the all creation. All things were made through him, by him and for him, 
and in him all things hold together. As the song goes, he’s got the whole world in his hands and yet he is 
mindful of you by name and invites you into life-changing relationship with him. His invitation is more than 
becoming a follower – Jesus invites you to know him personally and become like him in character and glory. 

:: discussion 
In this Information Age, in which we are constantly inundated with data and attention is an increasingly 
valuable commodity in the modern economy, our eyes often skim headlines and our ears turn toward sound 
bites as we look for what seems to be the most important information that is relevant to us. Top Ten articles 
often draw the click of a mouse or the tap of a finger. 

As it pertains to Christianity, if someone were to ask you what is Jesus’ most important teaching, what 
would you say? 

Read Mark 12:28-34 
In this scenario, someone approaches Jesus directly and asks him which of his teachings is most important. 
Instead of providing a simple answer, Jesus responds with a command that gives both a holistic picture of what 
it means to be his disciple and his aspiration for the life of anyone who would follow him. 

Based on a plain reading of Jesus’ response at face value, what does the first of his commands found 
in verse 30 imply for the lives of Jesus’ disciples in terms of the scope and specifics of its application? 

Read Mark 1:15; Luke 17:20-21; Luke 10:9; John 3:3 
The kingdom of God is inaugurated in and through Jesus, whose arrival on earth as a human being began a 
new age, where God’s plan to restore and redeem all of creation is now being carried out as a new creation is 
being established in the midst of the old. When you put your faith in Jesus and become his disciple, you are 
reborn spiritually into the kingdom of God as it advances in our world. 

What do the clues in the four passages above tell us about what it means to be a disciple of Jesus who 
has been reborn into God’s kingdom? 

Read Matthew 6:9-10 
In this passage, Jesus teaches his disciples to pray a simple prayer which includes the phrase “your kingdom 
come,” as both a request and an invitation to be transformed by the new life of the kingdom of God as it flows 
into your life. This is the framework in which you can understand Jesus’ most important teaching to love God 
fully with your whole being and allow Him to transform every aspect of your life as Lord over it all. 

With this most important teaching in mind, what does it mean to pray God’s kingdom come in your life? 
Jesus’ words of life are the anchor for in the lives of his followers. As disciples following Jesus, we invite him to 
teach us the truths we build our lives on as we seek to become more like him. Jesus has shared with us the 
most important of his teachings: “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.” To live into this teaching and love God fully means to do so in every 
aspect of life, as those who have been reborn into His kingdom. 
 

 


