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Radically Naked before God 

An Introduction 

Q. As Christ-followers, how should we radically live inwardly and in community? 

We read and hear a lot about radicals or more to the point radicalisation these days. This is 
usually within the context of religious violence. That is, 

“Radicalisation happens when a person’s thinking and behaviour becomes significantly 
different from how most of the members of their society and community view social issues and 
participates politically. Only small numbers of people radicalise, and they can be from a 
diverse range of ethnic, national, political and religious groups. 

As a person radicalises, they may begin to seek to change significantly the nature of society 
and government. However, if someone decides that using fear, terror or violence is justified to 
achieve ideological, political or social change—this is violent extremism. 

This is not the same as someone just expressing their point of view. Everyone in Australia has 
the right to express their beliefs and group interests openly. As a democratic society, Australia 
protects the rights of all law-abiding people, including those who belong to minority political, 
religious and ethnic groups.”1 

However, this is not what is meant by radical living as a Christ-follower. So, what is meant by the 
question “As Christ-followers, how should we radically live inwardly and in community?” Well, to 
answer this it would be helpful to understand what the word radical means and how it is used in 
this paper. If as Christ-followers we are radically naked before God, what impact does this have on 
our lives? So, firstly, it is important to get to the root of the matter what is a radical. Then secondly, 
to understand what the Bible has to say on the matter.  
 

1. Getting to the root of the matter 

Q. So what is a radical? 

So, will the real radicals please stand up! There are various ways the word can be used; one is as 
it was used in the introduction above. Another is some may have a radical approach to doing 
something or to radically overhaul something or someone. Another is free radicals or unstable 
chemicals that the body produces that can cause damage or disease.2 In addition, radicals can be 
simplified within mathematics.3 There was also a musical group in the 90’s called the ‘New 
Radicals.’ However, these days the most popular way that this word is used is to do with a person 
relating to their appearance, ideas, habits and likes or dislikes etc. 
 
However, it would be helpful to review the etymology or true sense of the word. On this, it has 
been suggested that the origin to the word radical is, 

“Literally means “pertaining to roots”, from the Latin radix. (Where we also get the name for 
that puce superfood, the radish.) The political use of “radical”, therefore, signals a desire to 
reach down to the very roots of something in order to change it, or reform it utterly.”4 

 
  

                                                 
1
 “What is Radicalisation?” https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/informationadvice/Pages/what-is-radicalisation/what-is-

radicalisation.aspx (18
th

 September 2017). 
2
 “Antioxidants.” https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/antioxidants (18

th
 September 2017). 

3
 “Simplifying Radicals.” http://www.themathpage.com/alg/simplify-radicals.htm (18

th
 September 2017). 

4
 “What does ‘radical’ actually mean? Well, it depends who you ask …” https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/23/what-

does-radical-actually-mean-well-it-depends-who-you-ask- (6
th

 September 2017). 

https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/informationadvice/Pages/what-is-radicalisation/what-is-radicalisation.aspx
https://www.livingsafetogether.gov.au/informationadvice/Pages/what-is-radicalisation/what-is-radicalisation.aspx
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/healthyliving/antioxidants
http://www.themathpage.com/alg/simplify-radicals.htm
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/23/what-does-radical-actually-mean-well-it-depends-who-you-ask-
https://www.theguardian.com/books/2015/oct/23/what-does-radical-actually-mean-well-it-depends-who-you-ask-
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So, to be radical is not just being different or out there somewhere in our appearance, ideas, 
habits, and likes or dislikes. More exactly, it carries the idea of being rooted or getting or cutting 
through to the roots of a plant (by the way it has been said that the word eradicate comes from the 
root of this word).5 Consequently, in light of our opening question, a radical Christ-follower’s life 
needs to focus inward to the root of the heart firstly. Though, it needs to end up working outward 
towards those around them. For a Christ-follower, it carries the idea of a foundational 
transformational work of the inner person by the Holy Spirit, instead of merely being different. In 
effect, it is a death to self, in order to bring life to those around us. 
 
In a Christian context, have you ever heard the idea of a radical Christian reformer? Well, they are 
Christ-followers that are rooted in Jesus Christ, His Word and church who want to see God’s 
kingdom come. They were often puritans who chose to live a countercultural life, i.e. a kingdom life 
instead of a life dictated to by the society in which they lived.6 They are focused on the inward 
journey to affect their world around them. On the matter of living lives that are focused on an 
inward journey that ends outward. So, that is why it has been said that, 

“We are settling for a Christianity that revolves around catering to ourselves when the central 
message of Christianity is actually about abandoning ourselves.”7 

 

2. All our lives are naked and exposed before our God 

Having set this context, we now turn to how this root idea is expressed in Scripture. Although this 
is dealt with in various places in Scripture, the following has been chosen. The writer to the 
Hebrews in chapter four made a shocking statement. That is, 

“And no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account” (Heb 4:13 ESV) 

It is quite shocking and confronting to think that we are all are naked and exposed to the eyes of 
God. Everything that we do, say, and even what we think, is stripped back to the bare roots of our 
heart. That is, all of our motives and attitudes are continually naked stripped bare before Him. We 
completely naked, stripped and our roots are exposed (so to speak), there is nowhere to hide from 
God. He sees everything right now as it is, not as we present it. This is why the writer to the 
Hebrews said this within the immediate context of the following verses, 

11 “Let us, therefore, strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience. 12 For the Word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and marrow, and discerning the thoughts 
and intentions of the heart. 13 And no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and 
exposed to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account” (Heb 4:11-13 ESV) 

The Word of God is God’s tool to cut deeply into the hidden recesses of our life and expose the 
roots. However, it needs to be remembered that all of this was set within the context of Hebrews 
3:1-4:16.  
 
As a result, let’s briefly review this context. Firstly, the writer to the Hebrews introduced the matter 
that Jesus Christ is better (superior) than Moses in 3:1-6. Then in light of this truth, the writer gave 
the second warning of the book to the Hebrews, i.e. the Jewish Christ-followers mentioned in 3:7-

                                                 
5
  Warren Rick. “The Anabaptists and the Great Commission: The Effect of the Radical Reformers on Church Planting.” In The 

Anabaptists and Contemporary Baptists: Restoring New Testament: Restoring New Testament Christianity Essays in Honour of 

Paige Patterson. Malcolm B. Yarnell (ed.). (Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman, 2013), 85. 
6
    “The Anabaptists and the Great Commission,” 85. 

7
 Platt, David. Radical: Taking Back Your Faith from the American Dream. (), 



The Radical Christian: Radically naked before God: 170923 v3 
 

5 
 

4:13. Stop now and read Heb 3:1-4:16, then after doing that read the following passages. The 
writer to the Hebrews was quoting from Ps 95, 

7 “For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. Today, 
if you hear His voice, 8 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah (meaning strife, or 
contention), as on the day at Massah (meaning, testing or proving) in the wilderness, 9 when 
your fathers put Me to the test and put Me to the proof, though they had seen My work. 10 For 
forty years I loathed that generation and said, ‘They are a people who go astray in their heart, 
and they have not known My ways.’ 11 Therefore I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My 
rest’” (Ps 95:7-11 ESV) 

This was, in fact, reciting the following section of Scripture from the Book of Numbers, 

20 “Then the Lord said, ‘I have pardoned, according to your (Moses’) word. 21 But truly, as I 
live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord, 22 none of those who have 
seen My glory and My signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put Me to 
the test these ten times and have not obeyed My voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore to 
give to their fathers. And none of those who despised Me shall see it. 24 But My servant Caleb, 
because he has a different spirit and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land into which 
he went, and his descendants shall possess it… 

28 Say to them, ‘As I live, declares the Lord, 
what you have said in My hearing I will do to you: 29 your dead bodies shall fall in this 
wilderness, and of all your number, listed in the census from twenty years old and upward, 
who have grumbled against Me, 30 not one shall come into the land where I swore that I would 
make you dwell, except Caleb, the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun ” (Num 
14:20-24,29-30 ESV). 

This is the incident that God was talking about, when He said, “What you have said in My hearing I 
will do to you,” is why they died in the desert after wandering around for 40 years. That is, 

1 “Then the entire congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the 
people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron. The whole congregation said to them, 
‘Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that we had died in this 
wilderness!’” (Num 14:1-2 ESV). 

So, God said that’ “What you have said in My hearing I will do to you,” and they died in the desert. 
Their grumbling even got to the point that affected Moses and his obedience to God, and he 
disobeyed Him. This happened at the waters of Meribah: 

1 “And the people of Israel, the whole congregation, came into the wilderness of Zin in the first 
month, and the people stayed in Kadesh. And Miriam died there and was buried there. 2 Now 
there was no water for the congregation. And they assembled themselves together against 
Moses and against Aaron. 3 And the people quarrelled with Moses and said, ‘Would that we 
had perished when our brothers perished before the Lord! 4 Why have you brought the 
assembly of the Lord into this wilderness, that we should die here, both we and our cattle? 5 
And why have you made us come up out of Egypt to bring us to this evil place? It is no place 
for grain or figs or vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink.’ 6 Then Moses and 
Aaron went from the presence of the assembly to the entrance of the tent of meeting and fell 
on their faces. And the glory of the Lord appeared to them, 7 and the Lord spoke to Moses, 
saying, 8 ‘Take the staff, and assemble the congregation, you and Aaron your brother, and tell 
the rock before their eyes to yield its water. So you shall bring water out of the rock for them 
and give drink to the congregation and their cattle.’ 9 And Moses took the staff from before the 
Lord, as He commanded him” (Num 20:1-9 ESV). 
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Moses strikes the rock: 

10 “Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to 
them, ‘Hear now you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?’ 11 And Moses lifted 
up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and 
the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12 And the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, 
‘Because you did not believe in Me, to uphold Me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, 
therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them.’ 13 These are 
the waters of Meribah (meaning strife, contention), where the people of Israel quarrelled with 
the Lord, and through them He showed Himself holy” (Num 20:10-13 ESV). 

 
The warning that came from this illustration was that the Jewish Christ-followers mentioned in the 
Book to the Hebrews needed to learn from Israel’s failure. They were not to copy them, but make 
sure that they know that they had already entered the rest in Jesus Christ. They needed to stop 
being proud and trying to become mature in holiness by their own effort but rest in the work of the 
Holy Spirit. The warning can be broken up into two main sections and four minor sections as 
follows. 

 The warning: Heb 3:7-19 

o Be faithful, so “Do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me…” (vv8,15): 
Heb 3:7-15 

o Israel’s failure in the desert wanderings, so “For who provoked Him when they had 
heard?”: Heb 3:16-19 

 The rest and the rest-giver: Heb 4:1-13 

o The promise of rest, so “let us fear lest any of you come short of it” (v1): Heb 4:1-10 

o The Word used to test if one has entered the rest, so “Let us, therefore, be diligent to 
enter that rest, lest anyone fall…” (v11): Heb 4:11-13 

 
One thing that stands out in this section is the writer’s use of the word “today,” (Heb 3:13,15; and 
4:7). This is used within the context of the rest of God, Heb 3:11; 18; 4:1,3,5,8-11. The writer to the 
Hebrews was focusing on God having entered the rest in Gen 2:2, Israel was to do the same, but 
they did not. The writer to the Hebrews also used Joshua and David as illustrations to display that 
there is a greater rest than they spoke of, (Heb 4:7-8; cf. Ps 95:7-8; Josh 22:4). 
 
These Jewish Christ-followers needed to make sure that they followed God’s example and not that 
of rebellious Israel. The language that the writer used of Israel’s failure to enter the rest was very 
strong. That is why the writer to the Hebrews said, 

9 “So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people of God, 10 for whoever has entered 
God’s rest has also rested from their works as God did from His” (Heb 4:9-10 ESV). 

 
The writer to the Hebrews then helped them see the power of the Word of God in this whole 
process. It illuminated how that Israel by hardening their heart had fallen short of entering the rest 
in God. The writer used phrases like,  

 “do not harden your hearts,” Heb 3:8 10 

 “they always go astray in their heart” Heb 3:9 

 “an evil, unbelieving heart” Heb 3:12 

 “do not harden your hearts as when they provoked Me” Heb 3:15 
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 “do not harden your hearts” Heb 4:7 

In light of this, they said to these Jewish Christ-followers, 

“Let us, therefore, strive to enter that rest, so that no one may fall by the same sort of 
disobedience” (Heb 4:11 ESV), as did Israel the example offered here in these chapters. 

 

Then the writer used the following illustration warfare with the sword. It was to be used on the 
inner being of the person. The weapon of choice was the divine use of the ultimate sword, which 
was the deadly Word of God to cut deep and kill to off the self-life. That is, 

“For the Word of God is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 
as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and able to judge the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Heb 4:12 NASB) 

This is the case for all, and no one can hide from God, which comes through strongly in this 
translation. It would reveal if one had entered the rest and was living from that place. We may be 
able to hide this from others, even ourselves, but we cannot fool God. All Christ-followers stand 
naked, the roots of their life exposed, 

“And no creature is hidden from His sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of Him to 
whom we must give account” (Heb 4:13 ESV) 

 
This then leads into the sub-section comprising of Heb 4:14-5:11. This can be broken into two 
parts, Jesus Christ the compassionate High Priest who has made way for us to enter into the rest, 
Heb 4:14-16; and Jesus Christ is the High Priest who keeps us to live from this place of rest, 5:1-
11. In 4:14-16 Jesus Christ was portrayed as the gracious and sympathetic High Priest, who 
understands those that He is ministering to who struggle with remaining in the rest.8 He is not 
merely any high priest, but “a great” High Priest, v14. He is a high priest who has compassion for 
those that He is ministering to because He can “sympathise with our weakness,” v15 to remain 
living from His rest, in a way that priest of the Aaronic priesthood could not. We are told that He is 
“One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without sin,” v15. Because of this, He 
knows how to live from the place of rest. He is the way to the “throne of grace” is open for His 
followers to come with confidence. 
 

Some concluding thoughts 

So, coming back to the opening question,  

Q. As Christ-followers, how should we radically live inwardly and in community? 

So, will the real radicals please stand up! When talking about living a radical life both inwardly and 
in the community, we need to realise that it is a root issue of our relationship with God. So, being 
radically naked before God, we need to keep in mind that this should lead to realising that we are 
meant to be resting in Him. That is, living in from a transformed position of faith in God. This is 
because it is an inward transformation done by the Holy Spirit that is to flow outward to such an 
extent that has an impact on those around us. 
 
So, as Christ-followers, are we living from the place of being radically alive inwardly and is this 
overflowing into our community of faith and our community in which we live, work and play? 
Therefore, our life as a radical Christ-follower’s firstly focuses on our inward root of the heart, but 
then ends up working outward towards those around us. It conveys the awareness of a 
foundational transformational work of rest in God in the inner person. 

                                                 
8
 Hewitt, Thomas. The Epistle to the Hebrews. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1981), 47. 
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In conclusion the writer to the Hebrews built on the previous section of the letter to the Hebrews in 
1:1-2:4 ‘Christ the Son of God,’ His deity; that is, (2:5-4:13) dealing with ‘Christ the Son of Man,’ 
and particularly His humanity. This draws on illustrations from the Old Testament and especially 
this rebellion of Israel to the point that the first rebellious generation died in the desert. Hence, the 
writer demonstrated that the generation of Israel never actually entered the rest of the Promised 
Land. The writer to the Hebrews building on this challenged the Jewish Christians (to whom they 
were writing); to learn from this and enter into the rest in Jesus Christ and His completed work 
themselves.  
 
So, today, we also need to learn from this and realise that we have entered into the rest 
ourselves. That is, Jesus Christ has completed the work of salvation, and we need to rest in Him 
and in this fact that it has been done. This understanding of the rest after the completed work was 
built on the truth found in Gen 2:1-3 that God completed His work and then rested. Remember, 
there is nothing that you can add to your salvation, and the Word of God used by the Holy Spirit 
will test your life right to our very core to see if you are resting in Him and His finished work. So, 
we need to live from this perspective as Christ-followers have peace with God, who radically live 
inwardly and in community. So, will the real radicals please stand up! Remember; live radically as 
naked before God. 


