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His Time Had Come 

An Introduction 

Q. Have you ever wondered why Jesus came and died when He did and what the effects 
were? 

Have you ever looked at something from a previous generation and wondered what it was or how 
it was used? You know what I mean, maybe you have seen some of the things that your 
grandparents had, and you did not know what they were or how they worked. They may seem 
odd, outdated or downright difficult to use. It is like being born in another time zone and struggling 
with the technology. 
 
Well, sometimes reading and understanding the Bible can feel a bit this way. We read it, and it 
seems odd, outdated or downright difficult to understand. Even some of the things that Jesus said 
and did can fall within this realm of difficulty. For example, why did Jesus live when He did and 
why did He do what He did? Let’s pick this thought up and briefly look at it from three perspectives 
the historical setting, Jesus understanding of the times and the prophetic connotations. 
 

1. All in good time 

Q. Was it really all in the right time? 

When we think about it, Jesus could have come to earth at any time in history. So, why did He 
come when He did? Well, it was all in the right timing. In fact, He said in John’s gospel that, 

“The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (Jn 12:23 ESV). 

This was the time for Jesus to die and rise again and then ascend back to His place of glory 
having established His Kingdom here on earth. 
 
What needs to be remembered here is that the Father had it all in control. He knew the right time 
in history for Jesus to come to earth. He knew what needed to put in place leading up to that time, 
and what needed to be done after His coming. For example, the historical surroundings of Jesus’ 
coming were put in place and ready for Him to come to earth. This can be seen briefly as follows. 

 The Greek Period under Alexander the Great (the Alexandrian empire), 334-324BC 
(became the power of the day in 334BC from the fall of Persia). The Greek culture and 
language had spread very wide and was known as Hellenization. The common language of 
Greek (koine) was sovereignly present at the time of the writing of the New Testament. This 
was the trade and economic language of the day, but due to the later Roman conquest was 
replaced by Latin. Greek was the correct and precise language for recording the life and 
work of Jesus Christ and the birth of His church.1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 http://helpmewithbiblestudy.org/11church/teachthegreatdebate_kappas.aspx (4

th
 May 2017). 

http://helpmewithbiblestudy.org/11church/teachthegreatdebate_kappas.aspx
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Encircling the events of this time was a period known as the 400 silent years or the 
intertestamental period. This was the time between the last writing prophet of the Old Testament 
Malachi and the opening of New Testament when Gabriel the angel spoke to Zechariah the father 
of John the Baptiser recorded in Luke’s gospel. Israel throughout these 400 years was conquered 
and dominated by Syria, Greece and then Rome. However, Israel was still waiting for the coming 
of the Messiah who they thought would redeem them from the dominating power.2 

 One of the ruling powers during this time was the Roman Empire that began around 63BC 
(the Caesars began to rule from 64BC with Pompey). Roman government was now the 
ruling administration throughout this region. It had been imposed on the Greek-based 
culture. Rome dominated the world of power and commerce, but still allowed the commonly 
understood language of Greek as the trade and economic language. The Roman Empire 
ruled over much of Europe, the Middle East, North Africa and the land of Palestine at the 
time of the life of Jesus Christ and the writing of the New Testament. One aspect of the 
Roman occupation was the road system that the Romans built. It was used to rapidly and 
efficiently moving the army from place to place. However, it also sovereignly played a timely 
and major role in the gospel getting around the Roman occupied realm so quickly. 

 The Jews of the day needed to speak Greek for economic purposes and Latin because of 
the Roman occupation of Israel, as well as their own language to survive. Many of the 
Hebrews had been scattered to major cities around the Greco-Roman world (they were 
called the Diaspora, i.e. the displaced or scattered ones). It was within this context of a 
scattered and oppressed Israelite nation that they were waiting for the Messiah that Jesus 
Christ was born. The events that followed in the fifty or so years after the coming of Jesus 
Christ are outlined within the New Testament. 

 The religious climate of the day was such that “The primitive religion of Rome in the early 
days of the republic was animism.”3 However, it evolved into the polytheistic and 
syncretistic4 Greco-Roman pantheon of Gods. The greatest of the Roman gods were, in 
fact, the Caesar’s. The cult of emperor worship started with Julius Caesar. He saw himself 
as the greatest of all gods and was to be worshipped first before any other god. 

Israel held an exclusive place within the surrounding nations and their religions. It was 
anticipating the coming of the redeeming Messiah in fulfilment of the prophecy of the Old 
Testament. So far, there was no word on the coming of the Messiah, with no prophet 
speaking for the 400 years since the final words of Malachi the prophet. During this 400-
year period, Synagogue worship had been established, the Law had been amplified to 
include the Mishnah (a book of human-made rules for living, sermons, explanatory notes 
and exegetical comments) and the Haggadah (a commentary of the Rabbi's thoughts), and 
together they made the Talmud. The two main ruling classes of the Hebrew religion that 
arose during this time were: 

The Sadducees: Who were the political party made up of the priesthood upper class 
who did not believe in the supernatural or the resurrection (Matt 22:23-32). They held 
to a literal interpretation of the Torah. Although they were obvious in the Gospels, 
they became prominent in the Book of Acts 

The Pharisees: They were the relatively small but powerful group of religious 
separatists. They were especially noticeable in the gospels. They were traditionalists 

                                                 
2
 How God Produced the Bible.” 

http://www.purifiedbyfaith.com/NewFormat/theology/WOG/WOG_How_God_Produced_the_Bible.htm  (4
th

 May 2017). 
3
Tenny, Merrill C. New Testament Survey. (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1978), 65. Animism. 

4
 The amalgamation or attempted amalgamation of different religions, cultures, or schools of thought: 

interfaith dialogue can easily slip into syncretism.” “Syncretism.” http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/syncretism (4
th

 

May 2017). 

http://www.purifiedbyfaith.com/NewFormat/theology/WOG/WOG_How_God_Produced_the_Bible.htm
http://oxforddictionaries.com/definition/english/syncretism
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holding to the whole Old Testament, they believed in the supernatural, and the 
resurrection. 

Then there was the Sanhedrin: This was the ancient Jewish court system. “The 
Great Sanhedrin was the supreme religious body in the Land of Israel during the 
time of the Holy Temple.”5 Made up predominately of these two groups. However, 
the Sadducees held the main positions. 

 
As we can see all that was needed for Jesus Christ to come to earth was now historically in place. 
The Greek language was prepared, the Roman roads built, and the religious climate was now set. 
The Nation of Israel had heard nothing for 400 silent years. Then God broke His silence, and 
spoke through His messenger, 

11 “And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord (Gabriel) standing on the right side of the 
altar of incense… 13 But the angel said to him…” (Lk 1:11,13 ESV). 

This then was followed by the statement of the fulfilment of the promise of the coming of Jesus, 

26 “In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named 
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. 
And the virgin’s name was Mary… 30 And the angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you, have found favour with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you shall call His name Jesus” (Lk 1:26-27,30-31 ESV). 
 

2. Jesus knew His timing 

Q. On what basis did Jesus say the time had come for Him to be glorified? 

Jesus fully understood the times that He was living in and the purpose for His coming. John picked 
up this theme of Jesus knowing the times and His purpose for coming throughout his gospel. For 
example at a wedding in the town of Cana in Galilee the wine ran out and Mary His mother told 
Jesus, and He said, 

“Woman, what does this have to do with Me? My time has not yet come” (Jn 2:4 ESV). 

Then there was the time at the Jewish Feast of Booths when Jesus said to His brothers, 

“My time has not yet come, but your time is always here” (Jn 7:6 ESV). 

The religious leaders were constantly trying to set Jesus up to trap Him so that they could kill Him, 

“So they were seeking to arrest Him, but no one laid a hand on Him because His time had not 
yet come” (Jn 7:30 ESV). 

Another instance of the religious leaders trying to set Jesus up to arrest and kill Him was, 

“These words He spoke in the treasury, as He taught in the temple; but no one arrested Him 
because His time had not yet come” (Jn 8:20 ESV) 

 
So, Jesus knew exactly what was happening and the timing of it all. Then John in his gospel 
recorded Jesus in answering Philp when some Greek-born Jews wanted to see Him.  

20 “Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were some Greeks. 21 So these 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ 
22 Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 23 And Jesus 
answered them, ‘The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Truly, truly, I say to 
you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears 

                                                 
5
 Schoenberg, S. (2011) “The Sanhedrin.” http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Sanhedrin.html (4

th
 May 2017). 

http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/Judaism/Sanhedrin.html
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much fruit. 25 Whoever loves their life loses it and whoever hates their life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, they must follow Me; and where I am, there will 
My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Father will honour Him” (Jn 12:20-26 ESV). 

 
3. The timing of His work was prophetic  

Q. What would be the most important prophetic issue of the Old Testament fulfilled within the 
New Testament? 

A. It would have to be the coming of the Messiah the Saviour. 

Paul stated this in the book of Romans, as he summarised this truth, 

1 “Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 2 
which He promised beforehand through His prophets in the holy Scriptures, 3 concerning His 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be the Son 
of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by His resurrection from the dead, Jesus 
Christ our Lord” Rom 1:1-4 ESV). 

The gospel of Jesus Christ that Paul was talking about here had its basis in the Old Testament 
prophetic message:6 

 Notice that here it is the ‘the gospel of God,’ not of Paul (where did Paul get this gospel if 
not from the Old Testament). 

 It was proclaimed and ‘promised beforehand through His prophets,’ i.e. by the prophets in 
the Old Testament. 

 “Concerning His Son…the seed of David,” He is clearly portrayed as the Son of the Father, 
yet He is also Jesus the Nazarene the descendant of David the king of Israel of the Old 
Testament. 

 It was “declared to be the Son of God with power… by the resurrection,” fulfilled in Jesus 
Christ as recorded in the New Testament. 

 
Jesus Christ also made the prophetical statement that, He would die before it happened and that it 
was His choice for this to take place. So, in making these statements, He was prophesying as to 
the truth of the matter and timing. 

17 “For this reason the Father loves Me because I lay down My life that I may take it up again. 
18 No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down, 
and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have received from My Father” (Jn 
10:17-18 ESV). 

“The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders and chief priests and 
scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised” (Lk 9:22 ESV) 

32 “‘And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to Myself.’ 33 He said this to 
show by what kind of death He was going to die” (Jn 12:32-33 ESV). 

31 “Pilate said to them, ‘Take Him yourselves and judge Him by your own law.’ The Jews said 
to him, ‘It is not lawful for us to put anyone to death.’ 32 This was to fulfil the word that Jesus 
had spoken to show by what kind of death He was going to die” (Jn 18: 31-32 ESV). 

 

  

                                                 
6
 Goldsworthy, G. According to Plan: The Unfolding Revelation of God in the Bible. (Leicester, UK: Intervarsity, 1991), 104. 
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Some concluding thoughts 

So, coming back to the opening question,  

Q. Have you ever wondered why Jesus came and died when He did and what the effects 
were? 

So when Jesus said that, 

“The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (Jn 12:23 ESV). 

It proclaims the truth that Jesus fully understood the three perspectives of the historical setting, the 
time that He was living in and knew that He was about to fulfil the prophecy. This should give us 
great confidence that God knew exactly what He was doing when He sent Jesus to earth at that 
time. As Christ-followers we should have great assurance in our salvation since Jesus came in the 
Father’s time.  

Some of the effects of Jesus’ coming are as follows, 

 To establish His kingdom: “From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, ‘Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven is at hand’” (Matt 4:17 ESV) 

 To establish His church: “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock, I will build my 
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matt 16:18 ESV). 

 Jesus came because of humanities sin: “She (Mary) will bear a son, and you shall call His 
name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins” (Matt 1:21 ESV). 

 Jesus came as a Mediator for humanity: 5 “For there is one God, and there is one Mediator 
between God and humanity, the Man Christ Jesus 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, 
which is the testimony given at the proper (right) time” (1 Tim 2:5-6 ESV) 

 Jesus came to reveal our Heavenly Father to humanity: “No one has ever seen God; the 
only God, who is at the Father's side, He has made Him known” (Jn 1:18 ESV). 

 Jesus came to earth so the promised Holy Spirit would be given: “This Jesus God raised 
up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33 Being, therefore, exalted at the right hand of God, 
and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured out this 
that you yourselves are seeing and hearing” (Acts 2:32 ESV). 

 
This should give us great confidence in the timing and work of the Father through Jesus Christ. If 
He was so precise in His work of sending Jesus and Jesus knew that His time had come, we can 
trust Him with our lives. We can trust Him with every aspect of our life, family, study, work and 
future, etc. 
 
Remember that Jesus confidently said, “The time has come for the Son of Man to be glorified” (Jn 
12:23 ESV). So, let me challenge you in light of this amazing and assuring truth to, 

5 “Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don’t try to figure out everything on your own. 
Listen for God’s voice in everything you do, everywhere you go; He’s the one who will keep 
you on track. Don’t assume that you know it all. Run to God! Run from evil! Your body will 
glow with health; your very bones will vibrate with life!” (Prov 3:5-8 The Message). 


