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Who Are You?  

An Introduction 

Q. What is your goal for life? 

Last year I wrote a newsletter article entitled “What Do You Want to Be When You Grow Up?” You 
may be thinking that, this an unusual question to ask teenagers and adults as we have already 
grown up. Yes, I agree we have grown up physically, mentally and maybe even spiritually, but 
what about vocationally? 
 
Think for a moment, as a child, what did you dream of becoming when you grew up? You know, 
those secret dreams that swirled around in your imagination. Maybe you wanted to be a fireman, a 
nurse, or policeman, a teacher, a mummy, your favourite footy player, or perhaps a princess or 
prince. Do you remember those carefree days? The times when you pretended to be what you 
wanted to be? You let your imagination run wild; nothing was too challenging or ridiculous and the 
world you created was a wonderful place. 
 
Do you still have those dreams? If not, what happened? What redirected or stole those dreams 
away? Maybe you became a people pleaser, or life just ran over the top of you, or perhaps you 
have simply squandered your life to date? Some may say, “Well, I just grew up of course”. Others 
may say, “I got a job, got married, had children, then grandchildren, and the years just got away 
from me”. However, God’s reality for you is extremely more valuable than just doing life, or the 
acceptance and expectations of others. 

 

1. His thoughts regarding us 

Q. What is our Heavenly Father’s view of us? 

Let me ask you, “What it was that inspired you to imagine yourself being that person that swirled 
around in your imagination when you grew up?” Doubtless you had these dreams when you were 
younger. However, let me suggest that these were due to your Heavenly Father speaking into your 
spirit when creating you. It could be that, He placed within you the desire to show compassion, or 
to recognise those in need and see them rescued; so you wanted to be in the emergency services. 
It is possible that He placed empathy within you to feel the pain of others along with a desire to 
see them healed or freed. Perhaps He placed within you the ability to lead others to a place of 
maturity or a clearer perspective. 
 
You get what I am saying here, this is what is in reality called your true vocation. This has nothing 
to do with what you have done or do, but who God has created you to be. It may be time to return 
to what you dreamt of becoming when you grew up. That is, to let His Spirit speak while you listen 
to what has been placed within you. It may be time to “Let your life speak”.1 David had these 
moments when he let his imagination run wild in wonder and let his dreams form from his God 
given vocation. For him nothing was too hard or ridiculous and he was in a wonderful place. He 
echoed this to his Heavenly Father when reflecting on his vocation saying,  

1 “O Lord, you have examined my heart and know everything about me…13 For You formed 
my inward parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise You, for I am 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it very well. 15 My 
frame was not hidden from You, when I was being made in secret, intricately woven in the 
depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were written, 
every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of them. 17 

                                                 
1
 Palmer, Parker J. Let Your Life Speak: Listening for the Voice of Vocation. (Kindle Location 58). Kindle Edition.” 
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How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 If I would 
count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still with You” (Ps 139:1,13-18 
NLT). 

 

2. Our thoughts regarding our vocation 

Q. How do you think about our vocation? 

So, if it is the case that our Heavenly Father has thoughts regarding us, then we need to realise 
that our thoughts need to align with His. However, how do we think about our vocation? What we 
do does not define who we have been created to be. It is our God given vocation that counts and 
needs to define us. But what is our vocation to be able to think along these lines? What is vocation 
full stop? The usual definition given has to with our work or employment. For example, it is said to 
be, 

“A type of work that you feel you is suited to doing and to which you should give all your time 
and energy, or the feeling that a type of work suits you in this way.”2 

“A job that you do because you feel it is your purpose in life and for which you have special 
skills.”3 

However, is this really what vocation is all about? I would beg to differ on this issue. In fact, it has 
been said on the matter that, 

“Vocation does not come from wilfulness. It comes from listening. I must listen to my life and 
try to understand what it is truly about-quite apart from what I would like it to be about-or my 
life will never represent anything real in the world, no matter how earnest my intentions. That 
insight is hidden in the word vocation itself, which is rooted in the Latin for ‘voice.’ Vocation 
does not mean a goal that I pursue. It means a calling that I hear… It comes from a voice ‘in 
here’ calling me to be the person I was born to be, to fulfil the original selfhood given me at 
birth by God.”4 

As we read earlier, it the Psalmist said, 

13 “For You formed my inward parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb. 14 I praise 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are Your works; my soul knows it very 
well. 15 My frame was not hidden from You, when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. 16 Your eyes saw my unformed substance; in your book were 
written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when as yet there was none of 
them. 17 How precious to me are Your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 18 If I 
would count them, they are more than the sand. I awake, and I am still with You” (Ps 139:13-
18 NLT). 

 
So, your vocation is who you have been created to be, aside from your employment. What is it that 
our Heavenly Father has spoken into you or called you to be as He formed you before coming to 
earth? Vocation begins with a heavenly kingdom focus and then it plays out here on earth. That is, 
it has its outworking in truth like, 

10 “May your Kingdom come soon. May your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 11Give us 
today the food we need” (Matt 6:10,11 NLT). 

 

 

                                                 
2
 “Vocation.” http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vocation (2

nd
 February 2017). 

3
 “Vocation.” http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/vocation (2

nd
 February 2017). 

4
 Parker, Let Your Life Speak, (Kindle Locations 76-79, 125-126). Kindle Edition. 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vocation
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/dictionary/british/vocation
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And, 

“Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and He will give you everything 
you need” (Matt 6:33 NLT). 

 
Consequently, our perspective of vocation needs to shift to have a Kingdom of God focus and not 
an employment one. The word/s that our Heavenly Father has spoken into our lives is to see His 
Kingdom come soon and His will to be done on earth, as it is in heaven. Now don’t get me wrong 
our vocation may play out through your employment, but if it does not that is alright. However, it 
needs to flow out from our lives into the world around us on a constant basis. For example, 

 Are you the one at work or uni that notices the hurting one and seeks to comfort or 
encourage them, regardless of what you do for a job or the course that you are studying? 
Your vocation maybe compassion, empathy or nurture or a combination of these and 
others. 

 When you are with friend or family do you find joy in helping them understand things so that 
they are able to gain a kingdom perspective to be able to live life on a higher level? Your 
vocation maybe equipping, or encouraging growth toward maturity. 

 Do you find that you are able to see things in creation that others cannot, and you reveal 
them through art, music, drama etc? Your vocation maybe creativity or vison? 

These are some examples of vocation that can have an impact on your employment, but are more 
than your employment. 
 

Some concluding thoughts 

So, coming back to the opening question,  

Q. What is your goal for life? 

So, let me ask you again, “What do you want to be when you grow up?” Let me encourage you to 
prayerfully let your imagination run wild to (if you haven’t already) discover your God given 
vocation. Remember, nothing is too hard or ridiculous; you can live in this wonderful place of your 
vocation as this is who you have been created to be. I know you can, make a conscious effort to 
live from this place. Its’ not consumer Christianity that I’m talking about here, as this doesn’t lead 
us to our vocation; instead it leads us away from it. It is our intimate relationship with the One who 
when creating us spoke into our lives with His gift of vocation. Consequently, we need to pursue 
what really matters at all cost. That is, we need to die to our self, lose our self for the sake of 
Jesus Christ, in order to enter in to the fullness of our God designed vocation. 
 
This takes a fusion of our head and heart. It is not just head, which can lead to a changed mind, 
but not a changed inner life. It is not just the heart, which can become emotionalism. It is about the 
whole person. If we attempt one without another it can lead to a disconnect, that is our head and 
heart going in separate directions. This will also take a fusion or being solitary and being in 
community. It is not just me, which can lead to introversion, and not impacting the community 
around me. It is not just the community, which may lead to becoming a shallow in our spirit or even 
a people pleaser. Again it is about the whole person, alone with our heavenly Father becoming 
aware of our vocation, and also in community with our heavenly Father and each other where our 
vocation can be expressed. It has been said that, 

“We need to take personal responsibility for our lives and our vocation; we need to be 
intentional and proactive. We each will ask, ‘What is the good work which I am called?’ And 
only you and I can answer this question. We have to make the call; no one else can do it for 
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us. Yet it is equally important to stress that although we each can make the call, we cannot do 
this alone. We need the company of others- co-discerners who walk with us on this road.”5 

 
As the Spirit prods as, urging us deeper into Him, so that He can use our vocation, let us be willing 
and open to Him. That is, to see His Kingdom coming around us and His will being done on earth 
as He uses us in our God ordained vocation. Let Him challenge us to; continue to be transformed 
to be more Christlike. To grow into more authenticity of vocation, in whom we are, living in deeper 
community, deeper love and offering greater hope to those around us. Do you want to you connect 
with people around you live, work and play? Then it’s only possible through your God given 
vocation. 
 
Pause in His presence for a moment and think this over…  

                                                 
5
 Smith, Gordon T. Consider Your Calling: Six Questions for Discerning Your Vocation. (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2016), 10-11. 


