
HAVEN LIFE GROUP GUIDE

“RESPONDING TO UNEXPECTED CIRCUMSTANCES: LESSONS FROM PAUL'S JOURNEY” - ACTS 16


KEY TAKEAWAYS

• We can't always control what happens to us, but we can control how we respond.


• God's plans may differ from ours, and we need to be open to His direction.


• Our response to difficult situations can greatly impact those around us.


DISCUSSION QUESTIONS


1. The sermon discussed Paul and Silas's missionary journey in Acts 16. What were some of the 
unexpected turns their journey took?


2. How did Paul and Silas respond when they were beaten and thrown into prison? Why do you 
think they chose to pray and sing hymns?


3. The pastor mentioned that "anytime the Lord does something great in your life, the enemy is 
gonna try to come in right after to rob your joy." Have you experienced this in your own life? 
How can we guard against this?


4. How does the jailer's response to Paul and Silas demonstrate the power of a faithful witness in 
difficult circumstances?


5. The pastor said, "We never know who's listening. We never know who's watching." How might 
this perspective change the way we respond to challenges?


PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS

When you face an unexpected situation, consciously pause and pray before responding.


Keep a "praise journal" where you write down things you're thankful for, especially during difficult 
times.


Share your faith journey with someone, including how you've seen God work through challenging 
circumstances.


Practice responding to minor annoyances with prayer or praise, building the "muscle" for larger 
challenges.


Reflect on a past difficult situation. How did you respond then? How might you respond differently 
now, based on what you've learned?


