
Help is on the Way! 
 
Matthew is the first book of the New Testament. The first four books of the New Testament are 
often called the gospels. The word gospel means good news. These four books are eye witness 
accounts of the life and ministry of Jesus. They each announce the good news, they announce 
the messiah has come! Matthew is the longest of the gospels and is named after its author 
Matthew, a former tax collector, and one of the 12 disciples. The 12 disciples were a group of 
ordinary men who gave up everything to follow Jesus. In those three years Jesus taught them 
what it meant to have a relationship with God, to be part of God’s family, to be a member of 
the kingdom of God. 
 
In his introduction, Matthew wants us to understand:  

- Jesus is the continuation of God’s redemptive work in the world.  
o Genesis 12:1-3, “The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your 

relatives, and your father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will 
make you into a great nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be 
a blessing to others. 3 I will bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you 
with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.” 

- Jesus is a new Moses. Jesus is an authoritative teacher who would clarify or redefine for 
us what it means to be a child of God.  

- Jesus is greater than Moses and like Moses, Jesus will: 
o Deliver the Jewish people from Roman oppression. 
o Redefine what it means to have a relationship with God 
o Save us from Sin and death 
o Introduce a New Covenant between God and His people  

 
“Light yourself on fire with passion and people will come from miles to watch you burn.” John 
Wesley 
 
“For years I lived for a lie and would have gladly died for what I believe. We will certainly not do 
less for the truth.” 51k house churches in Afghanistan 
 

Matthew 3:1-11: “In those days John the Baptist came to the Judean wilderness and began 
preaching. His message was, 2 “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven 
is near.[a]” 3 The prophet Isaiah was speaking about John when he said, 

“He is a voice shouting in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the LORD’s coming! 
    Clear the road for him!’”[b] 

4 John’s clothes were woven from coarse camel hair, and he wore a leather belt around his 
waist. For food he ate locusts and wild honey. 5 People from Jerusalem and from all of Judea 
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and all over the Jordan Valley went out to see and hear John. 6 And when they confessed their 
sins, he baptized them in the Jordan River. 

7 But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to watch him baptize,[c] he 
denounced them. “You brood of snakes!” he exclaimed. “Who warned you to flee the coming 
wrath? 8 Prove by the way you live that you have repented of your sins and turned to 
God. 9 Don’t just say to each other, ‘We’re safe, for we are descendants of Abraham.’ That 
means nothing, for I tell you, God can create children of Abraham from these very 
stones. 10 Even now the ax of God’s judgment is poised, ready to sever the roots of the trees. 
Yes, every tree that does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire. 

11 “I baptize with[d] water those who repent of their sins and turn to God. But someone is coming 
soon who is greater than I am—so much greater that I’m not worthy even to be his slave and 
carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.” 

What is so powerful about confession? As long as you hide your sin you are really protecting 
your sin and sin is a violation of relationship.   
 
Why does God hate religion? God hates religion because it is a burden and a barrier. Religion is 
oppressive. Jesus came to lighten our load by reconnecting us to the father. 
 

1. Jesus came to be with us.  
2. Jesus came to transform us.  
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