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Big Idea: Submission is Influence  
 
Scripture: 1 Peter 2:13-17 
 
Understand Peter’s Story 
 
1 Peter 2:13 – 15 For the Lord’s sake, accept all authority – the king as head of state, 14. And 
the officials he has appointed. For the king has sent them to punish all who do wrong and to 
honor those who do right. 15. It is God’s will that your good lives should silence those who 
make foolish accusations against you. 
 
On the account of Jesus. In my life, when I was growing up, I struggled with authority. I would 
quietly comply initially, but inwardly, I was defiant. I did what I wanted to do when I wanted to 
do it because I was doing things for my own sake (on my own account). I was not willing to give 
up control. Peter struggled with the same issue early on in his life. Jesus for three years has 
been trying to teach Peter what true influence looks like. 
John 10:11 Jesus said, I am the good Shepherd. The good Shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep.  
John 10:18 No one can take my life from me. I lay down my life voluntarily. For I have the right 
to lay it down when I want to and also the power to take it again. For my Father has given me 
this command.  
John 18:10-11 Then Simon Peter drew a sword and slashed off the right ear of Malchus, the 
high priest’s servant. But Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Shall I not 
drink from the cup the Father has given me? 
John 21:17-19 Once more he asked him, “Simon son of John, do you love me? Peter was 
grieved that Jesus asked the question a third time He said, “Lord you know everything. You 
know I love you.” Jesus said, “Then feed my sheep. The truth is, when you were young, you 
were able to do as you liked and go wherever you wanted to. But when you are old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and other will direct you and take you where you don’t want to go. 
Jesus said this to let him know what kind of death he would die to glorify God. Then Jesus told 
him, “Follow me.” 
 
Peter wrote accept all authority. He was referencing the emperor Nero, who history tells us 
murdered him. How could Peter say this? Because he has been with Jesus! He has now become 
like him and he is now doing what he did. Now Peter has a different sword. It’s called the sword 
of the Spirit. Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged 
sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit of joints and marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. Notice three things about Peter’s process to maturity: 

1. Development Takes Grace 
2. Development Takes Truth 
3. Development Takes Time 

Because Peter has gone through this process, he now tells us how we are supposed to act 
toward authority. 
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1 Peter 2:17 Show respect for everyone. Love your Christian brothers and sisters. Fear God. 
Show respect for the king. 

1. Respect everyone 
2. Love your Christian brothers and sisters 
3. Fear God 
4. Show respect for the king 

 
Peter has told us how to relate to people of authority in political office. Now he addresses how 
we are to respond to authority in the workplace.  
 

In ancient Rome there were three classes of citizens. 
1. Roman Citizen – who had full rights and protection under the law. 
2. Freedmen – who had restricted protections but still enjoyed a great deal of 

autonomy. 
3. Servant Class – men and women largely employed as managers and helpers in the 

home. They ran the agrarian workplace. This is who Peter is talking in this passage. 
These are the people of the early church. 

 
Slaves – servants/employees 
Masters – bosses/employers 
 
1 Peter 2: 18-25 You who are slaves (employees) must accept the authority of your masters 
(employers). Do whatever they tell you – not only if they are kind and reasonable, but even if 
they are harsh. For God is pleased with you when, for the sake of your conscience, you patiently 
endure unfair treatment. Of course, you get no credit for being patient if you are beaten 
(harshly treated) for doing wrong. But if you suffer for doing right and are patient beneath the 
blows (harsh treatment), God is pleased with you. This suffering is all part of what God has 
called you to. Christ, who suffered for you, is your example. Follow in his steps. He never 
sinned, and he never deceived anyone. He did not retaliate when he was insulted. When he 
suffered, he did not threaten to get even. He left his case in the hands of God, who always 
judges fairly. He personally carried away our sins in his own body on the cross so we can be 
dead to sin and live for what is right. You have been healed by his wounds! Once you were 
wandering like lost sheep. But now you have turned to your Shepherd, the Guardian of your 
souls.  
 

1. My words and behavior should reflect Jesus   
1 Peter 2:18 you who are employees must accept the authority of your employer. We are to 
do this with respect and honor. Our response should be like Jesus. 

1. He never sinned 
2. He never deceived anyone. 
3. He did not retaliate when he was insulted. 
4. He did not threaten or get even. 
5. He left his case in the hands of God. 
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Authority And Submission – Watchman Nee 
How to Lead When You’re Not in Charge – Clay Scroggins 
 
Watchman Nee “There are only two things that cause a Christian to lose their power. One is 
sin, and the other is speaking evil of those above him. Today Christians lose their power 
through their mouth in no less measure than they lose it through their conduct. All 
rebellious ones have trouble with their speaking. Hence, if a person cannot restrict 
themselves in words, they cannot restrict themselves in anything.”  
John 13 Jesus washing the disciples’ feet. He washed the feet of people who would betray 
him in a few short hours. He even washed Judas’ feet. John 13:14-15 Since I have washed 
your feet, you ought to wash each other’s feet. I have given you an example to follow. Do as 
I have done to you.  
Serve First (At Church and the Workplace) CLI We exist to cultivate the purpose and 
passion for leadership that God has placed in you. Many people want to lead, they want to 
be in authority, they just go about it the wrong way. They try to do it the way Peter did 
originally. They are doing it for their own sake and not for God or others.  
www.cultivateleader.com 
  
2. My motivation should be to please Jesus 
1 Peter 2:19 For God is pleased with you when, for the sake of your conscience, you 
patiently endure unfair treatment. He goes on to say if you suffer for doing right and are 
patient beneath the blows, God is pleased with you.  
Watchman Nee “We should only think of the authority, not of the person, because our 
submission is not to a person but to God’s authority in that person. If this is not our 
attitude, we do not know what authority is. If we deal with the person before submitting to 
authority, we are completely wrong. If we touch the matter of authority first and then 
submit to the person, irrespective of who he is, we are on the right path.”  
1 Corinthians 10:31 Whatever you eat or drink or whatever you do, you must do all for the 
glory of God.  
Only when we are broken can we come into submission. Then we will begin to learn what 
God’s authority is. Only when a person meets God’s authority will they submit to the deputy 
authority whom God appoints.  
 
3. My submission leads people to Jesus 
In verses 24 and 25 Peter says we have been healed by Christ’s wounds. Now we are not 
wandering like lost sheep. We have turned to our Shepherd the Guardian of our souls.  
Think about your experience with work. Who has the most influence? Not the biggest title 
or position of authority. It’s not the person who demands their way. It is the servant who 
treats people with respect. They have way more influence in an organization whether they 
ever have a title or position of authority.  
Romans 2:4 NIV Do you show contempt for the riches of his kindness, forbearance and 
patience, not realizing that God’s kindness is intended to lead you to repentance?   
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Galatians 5:22-23 But when the Holy Spirit controls our lives, he will produce this kind of 
fruit in us: love, joy peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control.  
In the beginning, of Peter’s life he tried to demand and force his way to the top. He has not 
yet experienced brokenness. Once he experienced the brokenness and God’s grace and 
mercy, he realized there was another way. God’s way is always opposite of our way. The 
way up is down (upside down influence)  
1 Peter 5:5-6 You younger men, accept the authority of the elders. And all of you, serve 
each other in humility, for “God set’s himself against the proud, but he shows favor to the 
humble.” So humble yourselves under the might power of God, and in his good time he will 
honor you.”  
 
Only those who submit to authority can themselves be the authority. 
Big Idea: Submission is Influence 

 
 
 


