
Rejoice in Your Salvation! 
 
The church is more important today than it has been in 60 years. In that same survey Barna 
found:    

- 68 percent long for prayer and emotional support. How can we provide emotional 
support if we feel overwhelmed? 

- 44 percent are looking for a Bible-centered message of hope. How can we give people a 
message of Hope when we feel so uncertain?  

- 35 percent want to connect within the faith community. How can we provide a place to 
connect when we are so isolated?   

  
The good news is, The New Testament is written into a similar context. The Bible is so relevant. 
In fact, Peter writes this letter to encourage and strengthen the church that is trying to figure 
out how to live for Jesus in a culture that does not know Him. How do we live for Jesus when 
the Roman Emperor, Nero, is in power? Nero hates Christians has falsely accused them of 
burning Rome and is using that to justify persecuting them? Nero did not just kill Christians, he 
wanted to make them suffer first. Nero enjoyed dipping the Christians in wax, and impaling 
them on poles around his palace, he would then light them on fire, and yell: "Now you truly are 
the light of the world."  
 
This letter was written around 62 AD. The early Christians were so radical about their faith, 
despite their suffering, that by 312, after 240 years of suffering and faithfulness, the Roman 
Emperor Constantine became a Christian and made Christianity the official religion of the 
Roman empire and the gospel began to spread all over the world. What if they would have 
allowed discouragement, fear, or their desire for the world to cause them to throw in the 
towel, to give up, to lose hope? What if they were more concerned about their safety and 
comfort than the kingdom? In Peter’s mind, the gospel was worth risking everything for, even 
dying for. He wanted to make sure the church did not hide in fear but that they boldly preached 
the gospel, that they were filling heaven, no matter what the cost.  
 
It reminds me of a quote by Jim Elliot, “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain 
that which he cannot lose.” 
 
That is the message of 1 Peter. How do we thrive in the midst of our struggles?  
 
We can rejoice in the gospel! 
1 Peter 1:1-2 

- Praise to God, this is all the fruit of His mercy not our works 
- We are born again!  
- Jesus is alive!  

 
1.  We live with great expectation! 1 Peter 1:3 
     If Jesus rose from the dead, then we will rise from the dead and live forever!  

- Prince of Persia 



Philippians 1:20-21, John 11:25-26  
We are so focused on the here and now we have lost our expectation. This is why it is so 
important to begin our day in God’s presence and meditating on his promises. OYB- Jesus 
will heal me. By His stripes I am healed.  
 

2.  We have a priceless inheritance! 1 Peter 1:4 
We have a priceless inheritance. 
India- It is difficult but it is temporary. It is terrible but that is not my home.    
2 Corinthians 4:17, Revelation 21-22- City made of gold, pearls, and precious stones!  
We are children of God. We are rich and we will live forever!  
 

3.  We have a powerful protector! 1 Peter 4-6a 
     Revelation 21:4 
 
4.  We will receive eternal glory! 1 Peter 1:6-8  
     1 Corinthians 3:11-14   
 
5.  Our suffering only validates our faith! 1 Peter 1:8-12 
   
 


