
I am Free to live under Authority 
 
1 Peter 2:13-17 

- “For the Lord’s sake”, How I relate to authority is test of my faith in Jesus. We ask the question 
can I trust president Trump or Biden? Can I trust the police? Can I trust…? That is the wrong 
question!  

- “False accusation” was that they were rebelling against Roman law and Roman authority to 
serve King Jesus. Peter is saying, if we rebel against the government, we compromise our 
witness. That is an issue right now in American Christianity. Many white, evangelical churches 
treated Trump and Republicans like a savior and it has compromised their witness. The Black 
church in America has treated the Democratic party like a savior and compromised their 
witness. This is why it is so difficult for the average white church to reach black Americans and 
for black churches to reach white Americans. Often it feels like it is about politics and America 
rather than Jesus and the kingdom of God. Those churches have become polarized by politics 
rather than rallying around the gospel. Definition church is not a Republican Church or a 
Democratic Church. Definition belongs to Jesus!  

• Our gospel witness is more important than anything that is happening in Washington. If we 
get our politics right but let the nation go to Hell, we have missed it. We cannot pick a side 
and lose our witness with half the nation.  

• Furthermore, Peter understood, if the gospel does not change people’s hearts no matter 
what party or policy you put in place the depravity and sinfulness of man will keep that 
policy from working.   

• Quote: Our Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly 
inadequate to the government of any other. John Adams, 2nd President 

- Politics 

• Abortion 

• Welfare- Balance, 15-27 trillion 

• Family- Government should create 
police that encourage and 
strengthen the family 

• LGBT- Respect, protection from 
discrimination but not 
indoctrination 

• Military 

• Debt 

• Term Limits 

• Government control of industry 

• Religious Freedom 

• Socialism/Communism/Atheism 

- “God’s slaves” what is our role as a slave to God. To make Jesus look great! We live honorable 
lives, we respect everyone, we love each other, we fear God not man, and we respect whoever 
is president or in positions of authority so that our honorable lives point make Jesus look good. 
That is hard to do! Some would say, “I do not trust the people leading us.” Peter would say, that 
is not the issue. The issue is do you trust God because we do not have anyone in this nation as 
bad as Nero. We do this for the Lord’s sake. Because we trust the Lord Jesus and want to make 
Him look good!  

 
Peter is writing to a group of churches in Asia Minor, which is modern day Turkey. 2000 years ago, 
Turkey was the cradle of Christianity. For example, all seven churches listed in the first three chapters of 
the book of Revelation were in Turkey. The ancient world was Hell on earth. Poverty, sickness, 
premature death, domestic violence, economic injustice, slavery, and political corruption were 
commonplace. The Roman Empire during the first century was brutal. There was a nasty disregard for 
human beings. Roman entertainment hardened the hearts of its citizens, with theaters performing 



dramas that were vulgar and degrading. Roman arenas also scorched the soul, but with bloodshed 
rather than lewdness. The average life expectancy was 35 years old. Absent were the ideas of justice, 
equality, mercy, democracy, education, or protection of the marginalized and the weak. This was the 
world Peter lives in. This is the government Peter says to respect, honor, and Paul says submit to. 
Romans 13:1-7 
We have some things we are responsible for. 

- We are responsible for Be with Jesus, become like Jesus, and do what Jesus did. 
- We are responsible to fulfill the great commission- Go and make disciples. If we do this God will 

work the rest out!     
Then we have to trust in God’s sovereignty. 
Daniel 4:17b, “the Most High rules over the kingdoms of the world. He gives them to anyone he 
chooses—even to the lowliest of people." 
 
Do we ever disobey the government?  

- You cannot tell people about Jesus- India 
- You cannot have more than 2 children- China 
- You cannot be a Christian in 50 countries 
- You cannot own a Bible in 52 countries 
- You cannot go to church is different than please do not meet during the pandemic. It is not that 

we can’t, it’s what is responsible and how do we protect our witness? Numbers have improved, 
we are being safe, when you are ready come back.  

- Teachers must embrace and teach what they do not agree with. 
- Churches cannot teach Jesus is the only way, Marriage is between a man and a woman, gender 

is a genetic fact not a personal feeling. Churches cannot limit membership or employment from 
those who do not embrace their statement of faith.    

- When the government does something we do not agree with with our tax dollars, vote for new 
government. If I vote for those who uphold Biblical values, God is not going to hold me 
accountable for politicians who support policies that violate God’s law.  

- Does this law keep me from obeying God and loving people? If not, obey. 
- Not a mask mandate 

 
How? Do we trust God? 
1.  Do we trust God is good? 

Every time the Bible tells me to do something, I have to decide, do I believe God is good?  If God is 
good then I am a fool not to obey. When I do not obey, I do not think God is good. 
Marriage- Is God good? Am I going to trust God and lay down my life for my wife? 
Adam and Eve- God is bad 

- Church- Am I going to preach the truth or try to keep everyone happy? 2 Tim 4:2  
- Church- Making decisions- I have to do what is right and trust God. I never have the freedom to 

attack people who are attacking me. I will turn the other cheek and trust God to be my defense.   
I have decided, even when I do not understand why God says to do something or not do it, that God is 
good and I am going to trust Him.   
 

2.  Do we trust God is sovereign? 
Do I believe God is working in my circumstances even when I cannot see Him? We have a tendency 
to say, if I know this is going to work in my favor, then I will obey. The question is, can we obey when 
we are unsure, when we cannot see?  Do we believe that God is working, right now, in America? Do 
we believe God is working in all the nations of the world to bring about His purpose? 



Matthew 16- I will be arrested, killed, but on the third I will be raised from the dead. Peter, “This will 
never happen to you!” What is the problem? Peter does not understand that God is sovereign. Jesus 
says, get behind me Satan. When Jesus is arrested, Peter pulls out his sword and is ready to fight. 
Jesus says, put away your sword. Don’t you understand, I can call at once for 10k angels. Jesus 
understands, Peter you do not understand, you cannot see yet how God is working sovereignly,  put 
away your sword.  
John 19:10-11, Then Pilate said to Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that I have 
power to crucify You, and power to release You?" Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all 
against Me unless it had been given you from above. Therefore, the one who delivered Me to you 
has the greater sin." 
The Jews in Egypt- God is at work, building a nation, setting the stage for the Exodus event which 
would become such a great witness to the entire world. 
- Isaiah 46:10, “Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things which have 

not been done, Saying, ‘My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good 
pleasure” 

- 2 Chronicles 20:6, “O LORD, God of our ancestors, you alone are the God who is in heaven. You 
are ruler of all the kingdoms of the earth. You are powerful and mighty; no one can stand 
against you!” 

 
3.  Do we trust in the power of the Gospel?  

How do people change? When we look at our culture, we want people to change. The question is, 
how do people change? What produces change? What can we do that produces change in the people 
around us?  

• First, we must change rather than just being religious. It is a heart issue. Be with Jesus.  

• Second, we have to relate to others the way Jesus relates to us. What changed you? What if 
we related to others that way?  

24 years ago, when my marriage was falling apart. I had to trust that God is good and so I will obey 
Him. I had to trust God is sovereign, I do not understand now but I believe he is working in my 
circumstances. I had to trust in the power of the gospel. If I will lay not my life, give up my demands 
and desire to control, and love my wife, that would give me the best chance of seeing her heart 
change. It did not guarantee me anything. But I knew my best hope was to invite the Holy Spirit to 
help me love her the way Jesus loved me and when I did her heart began to melt.  
We look at our world and we want it to change. That is only natural. We were created for the 
kingdom and will never quite be satisfied in the fallen world full of pain and suffering. But our best 
chance of seeing change is to trust in the power of the gospel. It is to give up our rights and love our 
world the way Jesus loved us.  
Philippians 2:5-11 

Invitation:  
- God is good: He created a perfect world and refused to control us 
- God is sovereign: God worked through the sinfulness of man to make salvation available 
- The gospel has great power: God demonstrated His love for us in this, while we were yet 

sinners Christ died for us.  

https://www.cgg.org/index.cfm/library/article/id/489/what-sin-is-does.htm

