
A Roundabout Way 
 

Exodus When Pharaoh finally let the people go, God did not lead them along the  18-13:17

he shortest route to the main road that runs through Philistine territory, even though that was t

ir minds Promised Land. God said, “If the people are faced with a battle, they might change the

and return to Egypt.” So God led them in a roundabout way through the wilderness toward the 

Red Sea. Thus the Israelites left Egypt like an army ready for battle. 

 

● God’s process protects me 

○ When we come under pressure, we go back to what’s familiar 

● Encourage: maybe “stuck” moments are God keeping you from going back to the way 

things used to be 

○ The roundabout reorients you: gives you time to gain clarity, confidence, 

character, conviction, before heading in a new direction 

● Sometimes the thing we want God to do in our lives requires a battle we aren’t ready to 

face 

○ We want the promise, but we’re not ready for the pressure that comes with the 

promise 

○ The question is not, “What do I need to do to get ahead?”, but “Do I trust God 

with this route?” 

● Colossians 3:15 And let the peace that comes from Christ rule in your hearts. For as 

members of one body you are called to live in peace. And always be thankful. 

○ We have to learn to trust His process if we want to receive His promise 

○ This detour kept the Israelites in a place of peace and freedom; that’s worth 

being thankful for 

● Philippians 4:6-7 Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God 

what you need, and thank him for all he has done. Then you will experience God’s 

peace, which exceeds anything we can understand. His peace will guard your hearts and 

minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

○ Sometimes, peace that surpasses understanding requires surrendering your 

need to understand  

○ APPLY: Take a deep breath. Declare your trust in Him. Invite his peace to fill your 

life. Thank him for his protection. Let your soul rest. Be encouraged: you don’t 

have to give up on your destination just because it requires a detour. 

 

● God’s process prepares me 

● Challenge: sometimes the roundabout is what readies me 



● “God led them:” It’s not our ability to fight, but our ability to follow, that makes us like 

an army 

○ Faith is not a skill to be developed, it’s a belief to be deepened 

○ God does not have to follow a linear path to get you where you’re supposed to 

be 

● Philippians 1:6 And I am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will 

continue his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 

○ God is doing something in the roundabout that equips you to fight the battles 

yet to come 

 

Exodus The Lord went ahead of them. He guided them during the day with a pillar of  22-13:21

em to travel by day or cloud, and he provided light at night with a pillar of fire. This allowed th

its place in front  by night. And the Lord did not remove the pillar of cloud or pillar of fire from

of the people. 

● No matter your situation, God is in front of you, leading the way 


