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Amnon and Tamar 
Some time passed. David’s son Absalom had a beautiful sister whose name was 
Tamar; and David’s son Amnon fell in love with her. Amnon was so tormented that he 
made himself ill because of his sister Tamar, for she was a virgin and it seemed 
impossible to Amnon to do anything to her. But Amnon had a friend whose name was 
Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah; and Jonadab was a very crafty man. He 
said to him, “O son of the king, why are you so haggard morning after morning? Will you 
not tell me?” Amnon said to him, “I love Tamar, my brother Absalom’s sister.” Jonadab 
said to him, “Lie down on your bed, and pretend to be ill; and when your father comes to 
see you, say to him, ‘Let my sister Tamar come and give me something to eat, and 
prepare the food in my sight, so that I may see it and eat it from her hand.’” So Amnon 
lay down, and pretended to be ill; and when the king came to see him, Amnon said to 
the king, “Please let my sister Tamar come and make a couple of cakes in my sight, so 
that I may eat from her hand.” 
 
Then David sent home to Tamar, saying, “Go to your brother Amnon’s house, and 
prepare food for him.” So Tamar went to her brother Amnon’s house, where he was 
lying down. She took dough, kneaded it, made cakes in his sight, and baked the cakes. 
Then she took the pan and set them out before him, but he refused to eat. Amnon said, 
“Send out everyone from me.” So everyone went out from him. Then Amnon said to 
Tamar, “Bring the food into the chamber, so that I may eat from your hand.” So Tamar 
took the cakes she had made, and brought them into the chamber to Amnon her 
brother. But when she brought them near him to eat, he took hold of her, and said to 
her, “Come, lie with me, my sister.” She answered him, “No, my brother, do not force 
me; for such a thing is not done in Israel; do not do anything so vile! As for me, where 
could I carry my shame? And as for you, you would be as one of the scoundrels in 
Israel. Now therefore, I beg you, speak to the king; for he will not withhold me from you.” 
But he would not listen to her; and being stronger than she, he forced her and lay with 
her. 
 
Then Amnon was seized with a very great loathing for her; indeed, his loathing was 
even greater than the lust he had felt for her. Amnon said to her, “Get out!” 
 
Psalm 93 
The Majesty of God’s Rule 
The LORD is king, he is robed in majesty; 
the LORD is robed, he is girded with strength. 
He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
your throne is established from of old; 
you are from everlasting. 
The floods have lifted up, O LORD, 
the floods have lifted up their voice; 
the floods lift up their roaring. 
More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, 



more majestic than the waves of the sea, 
majestic on high is the LORD! 
Your decrees are very sure; 
holiness befits your house, 
O LORD, forevermore. 
 
Acts 8 
Saul Persecutes the Church 
That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and all except 
the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. Devout 
men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the 
church by entering house after house; dragging off both men and women, he committed 
them to prison. 
 
Philip Preaches in Samaria 
Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the word. Philip 
went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah to them. The crowds with 
one accord listened eagerly to what was said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs 
that he did, for unclean spirits, crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were 
possessed; and many others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. So there was 
great joy in that city. 
 
Now a certain man named Simon had previously practiced magic in the city and 
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he was someone great. All of them, from the 
least to the greatest, listened to him eagerly, saying, “This man is the power of God that 
is called Great.” And they listened eagerly to him because for a long time he had 
amazed them with his magic. But when they believed Philip, who was proclaiming the 
good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were 
baptized, both men and women. Even Simon himself believed. After being baptized, he 
stayed constantly with Philip and was amazed when he saw the signs and great 
miracles that took place. 
 
Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of 
God, they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that 
they might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; 
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit. Now when Simon saw that the 
Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 
saying, “Give me also this power so that anyone on whom I lay my hands may receive 
the Holy Spirit.” But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish with you, because you 
thought you could obtain God’s gift with money! You have no part or share in this, for 
your heart is not right before God. Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours, and 
pray to the Lord that, if possible, the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For I see 
that you are in the gall of bitterness and the chains of wickedness.” Simon answered, 
“Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you have said may happen to me.” 
 



Now after Peter and John had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned 
to Jerusalem, proclaiming the good news to many villages of the Samaritans. 
 
Philip and the Ethiopian Eunuch 
Then an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Get up and go toward the south to the road 
that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilderness road.) So he got up and 
went. Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a court official of the Candace, queen of the 
Ethiopians, in charge of her entire treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship and 
was returning home; seated in his chariot, he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Then the 
Spirit said to Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join it.” So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 
He replied, “How can I, unless someone guides me?” And he invited Philip to get in and 
sit beside him. Now the passage of the scripture that he was reading was this: 
 
“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter, 
and like a lamb silent before its shearer, 
so he does not open his mouth. 
In his humiliation justice was denied him. 
Who can describe his generation? 
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 
 

The eunuch asked Philip, “About whom, may I ask you, does the prophet say this, about 
himself or about someone else?” Then Philip began to speak, and starting with this 
scripture, he proclaimed to him the good news about Jesus. As they were going along 
the road, they came to some water; and the eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What is 
to prevent me from being baptized?” He commanded the chariot to stop, and both of 
them, Philip and the eunuch, went down into the water, and Philip baptized him. When 
they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way rejoicing. But Philip found himself at Azotus, and 
as he was passing through the region, he proclaimed the good news to all the towns 
until he came to Caesarea. 
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