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Overview

In this passage, Paul defends the integrity of his ministry in Thessalonica while
painting a vivid picture of what genuine, gospel-driven ministry looks like. Against a
backdrop of false teachers, cult leaders, and traveling philosophers all competing for
attention and profit, Paul's example stands in sharp contrast. He was beaten, worked
night and day to support himself, and loved the Thessalonians like a nursing mother
and a devoted father. This week we examine what it means to share the gospel with
pure motives, walk worthy of our calling, and receive the Word of God as exactly

that: the Word from God.

Key Takeaways

*  Authentic ministry is marked by sacrifice, not self-promotion or personal gain.

* The gospel does not change. The methods of sharing it may vary, but the
message itself is eternal and constant.

* The Word of God is not merely information. It is God speaking directly to those
who receive it in faith.

*  Walking worthy of the Lord is not about earning salvation. It is about living
consistently with what we say we believe.

* Persecution and spiritual opposition are real, but they do not have the final
word. Our hope is anchored in the coming presence of Jesus Christ.

Discussion Questions

Opening Question Think of someone in your life who genuinely cared about your
spiritual growth. What did that care look like in practice, and how did it impact you?

Digging Into the Text

1 Paul and Silas arrived in Thessalonica still wounded from being beaten in
Philippi, yet they preached boldly. What does that tell us about what was
driving them? What drives your own motivation to share the gospel or serve
others?



Paul describes his care for the Thessalonians using two parenting images: a
nursing mother in verse 7 and a father in verse 11. What is the significance of
using both images? What does each one communicate about the nature of
gospel ministry?

In verse 4, Paul says they spoke "not as pleasing men, but God who tests the
hearts." Where in your own life do you feel the tension between pleasing
people and being faithful to what God has called you to say or do?

Paul lists three things he did for the Thessalonians in verses 11 and 12: he
exhorted them, comforted them, and charged them. In your own words, what
is the difference between those three things2 Which one do you find most
natural to offer others?2 Which one is hardest for you?

Verse 13 says the Thessalonians received Paul's preaching "not as the word of
men, but as in truth the word of God, which also effectively works in you who
believe." What does it look like practically to approach Scripture as God
speaking directly to you, rather than just reading a texi?

Paul says in verse 18 that Satan hindered his plans to return to Thessalonica.
Have you ever experienced what felt like spiritual opposition when trying to do
something you believed God had called you to do? How did you respond?

Paul closes the chapter by calling the Thessalonians his hope, joy, and crown
of rejoicing. What does it tell us about Paul's heart that his greatest reward was
not money, recognition, or comfort, but the people he had poured into?

Reflection Questions

These questions are meant for personal reflection before or after your group meeting.

When someone watches how you live throughout the week, does your life
back up what you say you believe on Sunday? Where is the gap, and what is
one step you can take to close it?

Is there someone in your life right now who needs encouragement, comfort, or
a loving challenge? What is one specific thing you can do for that person this
week?

How do you approach your personal time in Scripture? Do you come to it
expecting God to speak, or does it sometimes feel like an obligation to check
off a list?



Practical Applications

For individuals: Identify one person in your life who does not yet know Jesus.
Commit to praying for that person by name every day this week and ask God to
open a natural opportunity to share the gospel with them. Do not wait for a perfect
moment. Be attentive.

For the group: As a group, discuss what it looks like to walk worthy in your specific
context. Whether that is at work, at school, in your neighborhood, or online, identify
one area where your collective witness could be stronger and pray together about it.

For those in ministry or service: Examine your motives. Paul's ministry was
validated not by what he received but by what he gave. Ask yourself honestly: Am |
serving to be seen, or am | serving because | genuinely love the people God has
placed in front of me?

Closing Prayer Points

*  Pray for boldness to share the gospel even when there is a cost.

e  Pray that your group would receive God's Word as God's Word, allowing it to
work effectively in each of your lives.

* Pray for anyone in the group who is facing persecution, opposition, or
discouragement in their faith.

* Pray for those who do not yet know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, that God
would draw them to himself.



