Small Group Guide: 2 Corinthians
11:16-33

"The Cost of True Ministry"

Sermon Summary (5 minutes)

Paul defends his apostleship against false teachers in Corinth by reluctantly "boasting"
about his sufferings and hardships. Unlike the false teachers who sought position, money,
and self-promotion, Paul demonstrated authentic ministry through sacrifice, suffering, and
genuine love for others. His credentials weren't in his heritage or eloquence, but in his
willingness to endure persecution, physical abuse, and constant concern for the churches
—all for the sake of the gospel.

Key Scripture Review

Read together: 2 Corinthians 11:23-28

Discussion Questions

Understanding the Text (15 minutes)

1. Why did Paul feel compelled to "boast” even though he considered
it foolish? What does this tell us about his concern for the Corinthian church?

2. What were the characteristics of the false teachers Paul was
confronting? (Review verses 20-21) How did they differ from Paul's approach to
ministry?¢

3. Paul lists an extensive catalog of sufferings (verses 23-28). Which of
these stands out to you most and why?
Applying to Our Lives (20 minutes)

4. The pastor mentioned we often get "caught up in the trappings of
ministry"” (large churches, eloquent speakers, beautiful facilities).



How can we guard against being led astray by outward
appearances rather than biblical truth?

5. Paul said his greatest burden wasn't physical suffering but "my
deep concern for all the churches" (verse 28). What does this teach
us about the cost of truly caring for others?

6. Read 1 John 4:7-11 (referenced in the sermon). How does God's
love for us shape how we should love others? What does love in
action actually look like?

Personal Reflection (15 minutes)

7. The sermon stated: "Ministry is all about others.” Whether or not
you're in formal ministry, how is God calling you to serve others?
What might that cost you?

8. Paul asks: "Who is weak and | am not weak? Who is made to
stumble and | do not burn with indignation?" (verse 29). Do you
have this kind of empathy and concern for fellow believers? How
can we grow in this?

9. The pastor challenged us: "How can | be a Christian and do what
I've done?" Yet we have an advocate in Jesus. How does
understanding grace (not rules and regulations) change our
relationship with God and others?

Key Takeaways

v Authentic ministry is marked by sacrifice and love for others, not self-
promotion

v We must test all teaching against Scripture, not judge by outward
appearances

v The gospel is simple: God's grace through Jesus Christ—we cannot earn
it



v True spiritual leadership carries an unseen burden of care for people's

souls

v Paul's perseverance teaches us to remain faithful regardless of
circumstances

Practical Applications

This Week's Challenge:

Choose ONE of the following to put into practice:

1.

Test Everything: When you hear teaching (online, podcast, or in person), write
down one key point and compare it to Scripture. Does it align with God's Word?

Serve Sacrificially: Identify one person who needs encouragement or practical
help. Reach out to them this week, even if it's inconvenient.

Examine Your Heart: Are you following Christ based on rules and regulations,
or relationship? Journal about what grace means in your daily walk.

Pray for Spiritual Leaders: Commit to praying daily for your pastor and
church leaders, recognizing the weight they carry.

Share the Simple Gospel: Look for one opportunity this week to share what
Jesus has done for you with someone who doesn't know Him.

Accountability Questions

What is one area where you're tempted to add "requirements" to the simple
gospel of grace?

Who in your life needs to see Christ's love through your actions this week?
What burden are you carrying that you need to surrender to God?

Leader Notes



Be sensitive to those who may be struggling with feelings of inadequacy or burnout
in serving

Emphasize grace over performance throughout the discussion

Encourage authentic sharing about the cost of following Christ

Remember: the goal is spiritual growth, not just information transfer



