Stand Firm and Hold Fast

2 Thessalonians 2:13-17 ESV

“But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the
Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called you
through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the traditions that you were taught
by us, either by our spoken word or by our letter. Now may our Lord Jesus
Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us and gave us eternal comfort
and good hope through grace, comfort your hearts and establish them in
every good work and word.”

V.13

You are loved by God...you are the very object of His love and the apple of His
eye.
God’s love for us is the primary motivation for all His work in and through us.

John 316 ESV

wu

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

John 159 ESV

“As the Father has loved me, so have | loved you. Abide in my love.”

Paul praised the sovereign choice of God in bringing the Thessalonians to
salvation. God's choice was from the beginning. Before they chose God, He
chose them, and He chose them for salvation through sanctification. God'’s

choice is according to the riches of His grace not a result of our works.

Ephesians 1:3-6 ESV



“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as he chose
us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and
blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to himself as
sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the praise of
his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.”

Ephesians 1:13-14 ESV

“In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, who
is the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the
praise of his glory.”

Romans 8:28-30 ESV

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good,
for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom he
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in
order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom
he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and
those whom he justified he also glorified.”

Sanctification by the Spirit and believe in the truth...

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 ESV

“But when one turns to the Lord, the veil is removed. Now the Lord is the
Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we all, with
unveiled face, beholding the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from one degree of glory to another. For this comes from the

Lord who is the Spirit.”

Our Sanctification means being set apart for God's holy purpose, we are
separated from the world and consecrated unto God.

Stages of Sanctification for the believer:



Initial/Positional: At conversion, the believer is set apart as holy to God (1 Cor.
o)

Progressive: A lifelong process of growing in grace and knowledge of the
truth becoming more and more like Jesus by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Final/Glorification: Completed upon death or Christ's return, when the
believer is completely freed from the presence of sin and given a glorified
heavenly body just like Jesus’ body.

1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 ESV

“Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your
whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it."

John 16:13-15 ESV

“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will
take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the Father has is mine;
therefore | said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you.”

John 17:1-26 ESV
Jesus' High Priestly Prayer

“When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify you,
since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to all
whom you have given him. And this is eternal life, that they know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. | glorified you on earth,
having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. And now, Father,
glorify me in your own presence with the glory that | had with you before the
world existed.

“I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave me out of
the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and they have kept



your word. Now they know that everything that you have given me is from
you. For | have given them the words that you gave me, and they have
received them and have come to know in truth that | came from you; and
they have believed that you sent me. | am praying for them. | am not praying
for the world but for those whom you have given me, for they are yours. All
mine are yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified in them. And | am no
longer in the world, but they are in the world, and | am coming to you. Holy
Father, keep them in your name, which you have given me, that they may be
one, even as we are one. While | was with them, | kept them in your name,
which you have given me. | have guarded them, and not one of them has
been lost except the son of destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled.
But now | am coming to you, and these things | speak in the world, that they
may have my joy fulfilled in themselves. | have given them your word, and the
world has hated them because they are not of the world, just as | am not of
the world. | do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep
them from the evil one. They are not of the world, just as | am not of the
world. Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into the
world, so | have sent them into the world. And for their sake | consecrate
myself, that they also may be sanctified in truth. “I do not ask for these only,
but also for those who will believe in me through their word, that they may all
be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and | in you, that they also may be in us,
so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory that you have
given me | have given to them, that they may be one even as we are one, | in
them and you in me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world
may know that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. Father, |
desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with me where | am,
to see my glory that you have given me because you loved me before the
foundation of the world. O righteous Father, even though the world does not
know you, | know you, and these know that you have sent me. | made known
to them your name, and | will continue to make it known, that the love with
which you have loved me may be in them, and | in them."”

We are the Bride of Christ! He is coming back for us to take us to himself
united in perfect love forever!

Ephesians 5:25-32 ESV

“Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for



her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water
with the word, so that he might present the church to himself in splendor,
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without
blemish. In the same way husbands should love their wives as their own
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own
flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as Christ does the church, because
we are members of his body. “Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This
mystery is profound, and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the church.”
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