2 Thessalonians 3:1-5

2 Thessalonians 2:16-17 ESV

“Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God our Father, who loved us
and gave us eternal comfort and good hope through grace, comfort your
hearts and establish them in every good work and word.”

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may speed ahead and
be honored, as happened among you...

We are all called to know God and make Him known. Prayer is essential for
effective ministry. Our prayers matter!

The apostle Paul understood this. He was continually praying for the church
and asking the church to pray for him.

It's takes faith to pray..we are all called to live by faith and pray without
ceasing!

Isaiah 55:10-11 ESV

““For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return
there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the
sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which |
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which | sent it.”

God's word shall not return to him void, but shall accomplish His purpose and
shall succeed. God has chosen to work through relationship with people like
you and | to accomplish his purposes here on the earth.

James 5:16-18 ESV

“.. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working. Elijah was
a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed
again, and heaven gave rain, and the earth bore its fruit.”

..as happened among you.



1 Thessalonians 1:4-8 ESV

“For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, because our
gospel came to you not only in word, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit
and with full conviction. You know what kind of men we proved to be among
you for your sake. And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you
received the word in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, so that you
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia. For not
only has the word of the Lord sounded forth from you in Macedonia and
Achaia, but your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we need not
say anything.”

1 Thessalonians 2:13 ESV

“And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word
of God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but
as what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.”

..and that we may be delivered from wicked and evil men. For not all have
faith.

Romans 15:30-33 ESV

“l appeal to you, brothers, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the
Spirit, to strive together with me in your prayers to God on my behalf, that |
may be delivered from the unbelievers in Judea, and that my service for
Jerusalem may be acceptable to the saints, so that by God's will | may come
to you with joy and be refreshed in your company. May the God of peace be
with you all. Amen.”

Colossians 4:2-4 ESV

“Continue steadfastly in prayer, being watchful in it with thanksgiving. At the
same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door for the word, to
declare the mystery of Christ, on account of which | am in prison— that | may
make it clear, which is how | ought to speak.”

1 Corinthians 2:1-5 ESV

“And |, when | came to you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For | decided to know nothing
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified. And | was with you in
weakness and in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my message



were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, so that your faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the
power of God.”

1 Corinthians 4:20 ESV
“For the kingdom of God does not consist in talk but in power.”

Waging war in the spirit through prayer.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6 ESV

“For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according to the
flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine
power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ, being ready to punish every disobedience, when your obedience is
complete.”

Prayer is a mighty weapon of our warfare that has divine power to destroy
strongholds where the enemy seeks to hold people as prisoners in darkness.

We declare the truth of Gods word and agree with Him in prayer demolishing
arguments and every lofty opinion raised against the knowledge of God.

..But the Lord is faithful. He will establish you and guard you against the evil
one.

Matthew 6:9-13 ESV

“Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.”

Matthew 16:19 ESV

“I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on
earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven."”

Ephesians 6:10-20 ESV



“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of
the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand firm. Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of
truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, and, as shoes for
your feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. In all
circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can extinguish all
the flaming darts of the evil one; and take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God, praying at all times in the Spirit,
with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with all perseverance,
making supplication for all the saints, and also for me, that words may be
given to me in opening my mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the
gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains, that | may declare it boldly, as
| ought to speak.”

May the Lord direct your hearts into the love of God and the steadfastness
(patient endurance) of Christ.

Romans 8:35-39 ESV

“Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? As it is written, “For
your sake we are being killed all the day long; we are regarded as sheep to be
slaughtered.” No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us. For | am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor
rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”



