
1 Thessalonians 2:1-20 Bible Study 
 
The Marks of Faithful and True Ministry 
 
​ 1.​ Enduring Suffering for Christ 
​ 2.​ Pure Motives 
​ 3.​ Seeking to Please God Alone 
​ 4.​ Gentle, Sacrificial, Sincere Love 
​ 5.​ Humility, Christlike Character  
​ 6.​ Lives Transformed  
​ 7.​ Being A Church After Gods Own Heart 
 
Paul and Silas were beaten and put in the dungeon at Phillipi enduring great 
suffering for proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ. As they were in prison they 
worshipped the Lord! 
 
“And when they had brought them to the magistrates, they said, “These men are 
Jews, and they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs that are not lawful for 
us as Romans to accept or practice.” The crowd joined in attacking them, and the 
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And 
when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, 
ordering the jailer to keep them safely. Having received this order, he put them into 
the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. About midnight Paul and Silas 
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 
and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison 
were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds 
were unfastened. Then he brought them out and said, “Sirs, what must I do to be 
saved?” And they said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your 
household.” And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his 
house. And he took them the same hour of the night and washed their wounds; and 
he was baptized at once, he and all his family. Then he brought them up into his 
house and set food before them. And he rejoiced along with his entire household 
that he had believed in God.” 
Acts 16:20-26, 30-34 ESV 
 
“Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his 
custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 
explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from 
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ.” And some of 
them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as did a great many of the devout 
Greeks and not a few of the leading women. But the Jews were jealous, and taking 
some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a mob, set the city in an uproar, and 



attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the crowd. And when they 
could not find them, they dragged Jason and some of the brothers before the city 
authorities, shouting, “These men who have turned the world upside down have 
come here also, and Jason has received them, and they are all acting against the 
decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” And the people and the 
city authorities were disturbed when they heard these things. And when they had 
taken money as security from Jason and the rest, they let them go.” 
Acts 17:1-9 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/act.17.1-9.ESV 
 
“For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe 
in him but also suffer for his sake, engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had 
and now hear that I still have.” 
Philippians 1:29-30 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/php.1.29-30.ESV 
 
“Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this 
grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. Not only that, 
but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and 
endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy 
Spirit who has been given to us.” 
Romans 5:1-5 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/rom.5.1-5.ESV 
 
“Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that 
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its full 
effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.” 
James 1:2-4 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/jas.1.2-4.ESV 
 
V.7 
 
“Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It 
does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at 
wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, 
hopes all things, endures all things.” 
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/1co.13.4-7.ESV 
 
V.11 
 



“I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with 
patience, bearing with one another in love, eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace.” 
Ephesians 4:1-3 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/eph.4.1-3.ESV 
 
“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, 
that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable 
and perfect.” 
Romans 12:2 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/rom.12.2.ESV 
 
V.13 
 
“For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing 
to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning the 
thoughts and intentions of the heart. And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all 
are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.” 
Hebrews 4:12-13 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/heb.4.12-13.ESV 
 
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without 
him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” 
John 1:1-5 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/jhn.1.1-5.ESV 
 
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as in my 
presence but much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and 
trembling, for it is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good 
pleasure. Do all things without grumbling or disputing, that you may be blameless 
and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, holding fast to the word of 
life, so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in 
vain.” 
Philippians 2:12-16 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/php.2.12-16.ESV 
 
“And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build 
you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.” 
Acts 20:32 ESV 



https://bible.com/bible/59/act.20.32.ESV 
 
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. Put on the whole 
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. For we 
do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, 
against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of 
evil in the heavenly places. Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand firm.” 
Ephesians 6:10-13 ESV 
https://bible.com/bible/59/eph.6.10-13.ESV 
 


