
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Bible Study

The Coming of the Lord

“Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works 
and of faith toward God, and of instruction about washings, the laying 
on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.”
Hebrews‬ ‭6‬:‭1‬-‭2‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/heb.6.1-2.ESV

The elementary principles of Christ, outlined in Hebrews 6:1-2, are 
the six foundational doctrines essential for Christian maturity and 
spiritual growth. These core tenets include: 

	 •	 Repentance from dead works: Turning away from self-
effort and sin.
	 •	 Faith toward God: Relying on and trusting in God.
	 •	 Doctrine of baptisms: Instruction on ceremonial 
washings, water baptism, and Holy Spirit baptism.
	 •	 Laying on of hands: Practices for impartation, 
blessing, or healing.
	 •	 Resurrection of the dead: Belief in the future 
resurrection.
	 •	 Eternal judgment: Accountability for one's actions. 

These principles serve as the foundation of the faith, and while they 
are to be understood early, they remain vital for a consistent walk 
with God.

…be caught up

Transliteration: harpazō
Pronunciation: har-pad'-zo
Part of Speech: verb
Root Word (Etymology): From a derivative of αἱρέω (G138)
TDNT Reference: 1:472,80
Outline of Biblical Usage:
	 1	 to seize, carry off by force
	 2	 to seize on, claim for one's self eagerly
	 3	 to snatch out or away
KJV Translation Count: 13x
The KJV translates Strongs G726 in the following manner: caught up 
(4x), by force(3x), caught away (1x), catcheth away (1x), pluck (2x), 
catcheth (1x), pulling (1x).
Strong's Definitions: ἁρπάζω harpázō, har-pad'-zo; from a derivative 
of G138; to seize (in various applications):—catch (away, up), pluck, 
pull, take (by force).

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”



“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.”
Daniel‬ ‭12‬:‭2‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/dan.12.2.ESV

“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has 
passed from death to life. “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son 
of God, and those who hear will live. For as the Father has life in 
himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And 
he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son 
of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are 
in the tombs will hear his voice and come out, those who have done 
good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the 
resurrection of judgment.”
John‬ ‭5‬:‭24‬-‭29‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/jhn.5.24-29.ESV

“All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me 
I will never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my 
own will but the will of him who sent me. And this is the will of him 
who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, 
but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of my Father, 
that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.””
John‬ ‭6‬:‭37‬-‭40‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/jhn.6.37-40.ESV

“Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever 
believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who 
lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?””
John‬ ‭11‬:‭25‬-‭26‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/jhn.11.25-26.ESV

The Resurrection of Christ

“Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, 
which you received, in which you stand, and by which you are being 
saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I 
also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in 
accordance with the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then 
to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at 
one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen 
asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the 
least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, 
and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked 
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God 
that is with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so 
you believed.”
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https://bible.com/bible/59/1co.15.1-11.ESV

The Resurrection of the Dead

“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of 
you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if 
Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your 
faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because 
we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if 
it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not 
raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been 
raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then 
those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in 
Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be 
pitied. But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the 
firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came 
death, by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead. For as in 
Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But each in 
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who 
belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and 
power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his 
feet. The last enemy to be destroyed is death. For “God has put all 
things in subjection under his feet.” But when it says, “all things 
are put in subjection,” it is plain that he is excepted who put all 
things in subjection under him. When all things are subjected to him, 
then the Son himself will also be subjected to him who put all things 
in subjection under him, that God may be all in all. Otherwise, what 
do people mean by being baptized on behalf of the dead? If the dead 
are not raised at all, why are people baptized on their behalf? Why 
are we in danger every hour? I protest, brothers, by my pride in you, 
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die every day! What do I gain 
if, humanly speaking, I fought with beasts at Ephesus? If the dead are 
not raised, “Let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.” Do not be 
deceived: “Bad company ruins good morals.” Wake up from your drunken 
stupor, as is right, and do not go on sinning. For some have no 
knowledge of God. I say this to your shame.”
1 Corinthians‬ ‭15‬:‭12‬-‭34‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/1co.15.12-34.ESV

The Resurrection Body

“But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of 
body do they come?” You foolish person! What you sow does not come to 
life unless it dies. And what you sow is not the body that is to be, 
but a bare kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God 
gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own 
body. For not all flesh is the same, but there is one kind for humans, 
another for animals, another for birds, and another for fish. There 
are heavenly bodies and earthly bodies, but the glory of the heavenly 
is of one kind, and the glory of the earthly is of another. There is 
one glory of the sun, and another glory of the moon, and another glory 
of the stars; for star differs from star in glory. So is it with the 
resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what is raised 
is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is 
sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it 
is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also 
a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man Adam became a 
living being”; the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is 
not the spiritual that is first but the natural, and then the 
spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second 
man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are 
of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of 
heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall 
also bear the image of the man of heaven.”
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1 Corinthians‬ ‭15‬:‭35‬-‭49‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/1co.15.35-49.ESV

“Beloved, we are God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet 
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, 
because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who thus hopes in him 
purifies himself as he is pure.”
1 John‬ ‭3‬:‭2‬-‭3‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/1jn.3.2-3.ESV

“But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his 
glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all 
things to himself.”
Philippians‬ ‭3‬:‭20‬-‭21‬ ‭ESV‬‬
https://bible.com/bible/59/php.3.20-21.ESV

Mystery and Victory

“I tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Behold! I 
tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. 
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we shall be changed. For this perishable body must put on the 
imperishable, and this mortal body must put on immortality. When the 
perishable puts on the imperishable, and the mortal puts on 
immortality, then shall come to pass the saying that is written: 
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” “O death, where is your victory? O 
death, where is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brothers, be 
steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, 
knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”
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https://bible.com/bible/59/1co.15.50-58.ESV


