OUR REDEEMER
LUTHERAN CHURCH

Sunday, May 23, 2021

“WE HEAR THEM TELLING IN OUR OWN TONGUES
THE MIGHTY WORKS OF GOD.” Acrs 2:118
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OUR REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
1822 East Lincoln Street, Bloomington, IL 61701
(309) 662-3935
Website: www.OurRedeemerLCMS.net
Email: office@OurRedeemerLCMS.net

OUR MISSION
“The Our Redeemer church family exists to welcome people to faith;
help people grow in the faith that works in real life;
and serve our community and the world together in Jesus’ name.”

GUESTS AND MEMBERS - WELCOME TO OUR REDEEMER
We’re happy that you’ve joined us in worship, especially if you are a visitor with us.
We pray that the Lord who led you here would lead you into a time of knowing Him better,
trusting in Him more, and growing deeper in His love as He places His Word
and cross before your eyes, ears, and hearts.

LARGE PRINT BULLETINS & LISTENING DEVICES ARE AVAILABLE
Please see an usher for assistance with these items.

COVID-19 Reminder

As ministry opportunities sponsored by Our Redeemer continue to resume onsite and elsewhere,

the leadership of our congregation recognizes the new challenges that exist when gathering together.
Below is a reminder to consider before participating in any worship service or activity:

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health
Organization. As a result, federal, state, and local governments and agencies recommend social
distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited the congregation of groups of people. We are
doing everything we can to be compliant with all regulations and ensure your safety. We have put
in place preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19, but we cannot guarantee that
you or family members will not become infected with COVID-19.


http://www.ourredeemerlcms.net/
mailto:office@OurRedeemerLCMS.net

DAY OF PENTECOST
MATINS

OPENING VERSES
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O Lord, o - pen my lips,
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and my mouth will de - clare Your praise.
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Make haste, O God, to de-liv-er me;
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make haste to help me, O Lord.
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Glo-ry be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spir - it;
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Common: Praise to You, O Christ. Al - le - lu - ia.

PsALM
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O LORD, you have searched me and known me!

LSB 219

Psalm 139:1-12

You know when 1 sit down and when | rise up; you discern my thoughts

from afar.

You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it
altogether.

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
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there!
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for darkness is as light with you.

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are

If 1 take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
Even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,”
Even the darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day,

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in the

beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

OFFICE HYMN “Holy Spirit, Enter In”
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10 Ho -1ly Spir-it, en - ter in, And in our hearts
2 Give to  Your Word 1im - pres - sive pow’r, That in our hearts
3 O might -y Rock, O Source of life, Let Your dear Word,
e e —
[ \Qj/ ! ‘\ i I }V — o = 0{ I
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from this good hour As fire it may be glow ing,
in  doubt and strife, In us be strong - ly burn - ing
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Sun of the soul, O Light di-vine, A - round and in
That in true Chris - tian n - ni-ty We faith - ful wit -
A That we be faith - ful un - to death And live love
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us  bright-ly shine, To  joy and glad - ness wake us
ness - es may be, Your glo - ry ev - er show ing.
and  ho - ly faith, From You true wis - dom learn ing.
f 4 ‘ ‘
i — ] ] R S R— I [ i i
I@ hal [ gl ) GI { | | [ |
Y
That we may be Tru-ly liv - ing, To You giv - ing
Hear wus, cheer us By Your teach-ing; Let our preach - ing
Your grace and peace On us show-er; By Your pow - er
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Prayer un - ceas-ing And in love be still in - creas - ing.
And our la - bor Praise You, Lord, and serve our neigh - bor.
Christ con - fess -ing, Let us see our Sav-ior’s bless - ing.
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SERVICE OF THE WORD

OLD TESTAMENT READING Ezekiel 37:1-14

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of the
LoRD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. And he led
me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the surface of the
valley, and behold, they were very dry. And he said to me, “Son of man, can these
bones live?”” And I answered, “O Lord GobD, you know.” Then he said to me,
“Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LoRD. Thus says the Lord Gob to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. And | will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you
shall know that | am the LORD.”

So | prophesied as | was commanded. And as | prophesied, there was a sound,
and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. And | looked,
and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had
covered them. But there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy to
the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to the breath, Thus says the Lord Gob:
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe on these slain, that they may live.”
So | prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived
and stood on their feet, an exceedingly great army.

Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord Gob: Behold, I will open
your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will bring you into
the land of Israel. And you shall know that | am the LoRD, when | open your graves,
and raise you from your graves, O my people. And | will put my Spirit within you,
and you shall live, and | will place you in your own land. Then you shall know that |
am the LoRrD; | have spoken, and | will do it, declares the LoRrD.”

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Acts 2:1-21
When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together in one place.
And suddenly there came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and
it filled the entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of fire
appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
5



Now there were dwelling in Jerusalem Jews, devout men from every nation under
heaven. And at this sound the multitude came together, and they were bewildered,
because each one was hearing them speak in his own language. And they were
amazed and astonished, saying, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans?

And how is it that we hear, each of us in his own native language? Parthians and
Medes and Elamites and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene,
and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians—we hear
them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” And all were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, “What does this mean?”” But others mocking said,
“They are filled with new wine.”

But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them,

“Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear
to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third
hour of the day. But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: ““And in the
last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your
sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions,

and your old men shall dream dreams; even on my male servants and female servants
in those days | will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show
wonders in the heavens above and signs on the earth below, blood, and fire, and vapor
of smoke; the sun shall be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the day
of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. And it shall come to pass that
everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.””

A: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

HoLY GOSPEL John 15:26-27, 16:4b-15
P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fifteenth chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

[Jesus said:] “When the Helper comes, whom | will send to you from the Father,
the Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.
And you also will bear witness, because you have been with me from the beginning.

“I did not say these things to you from the beginning, because | was with you.
But now I am going to him who sent me, and none of you asks me, ‘Where are you
going?’ But because I have said these things to you, sorrow has filled your heart.
Nevertheless, 1 tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that | go away, for if I do
not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, | will send him to you.
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And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness
and judgment: concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; concerning
righteousness, because | go to the Father, and you will see me no longer;
concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the
things that are to come. He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare
it to you. All that the Father has is mine; therefore | said that he will take what is mine
and declare it to you.”

P: This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all things
were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was
crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to
judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one holy
Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of
sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.
Amen.



LSB 650

SERMON HYMN “Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling”
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I Ho - ly Spir - it, ev -er dwell -ing In the  ho - liest
2 Ho-1ly Spir-it, ev-er liv - ing As the  Church’s
3 Ho - ly Spir - it, ev - er work - ing  Through the  Church’s
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O’er a world  of gloom and night; Ho - ly Spir - it,
Through us in a cease - less strife;  Ho - ly  Spir - it,
Set - ting cap - tive sin - ners free; Ho - ly Spir - it,
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ev-er rais-ing Those of earth to thrones on  high; Liv - ing,
ev -er form-ing In the Church the mind of Christ:  You we
ev-er bind-ing Age to age and soul to soul In  com -
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life - im - part-ing Spir-it, You we praise and mag - ni -

fy.

praise with end - less wor-ship For Your gifts and  fruits un - priced.
mu - nion nev-er end-ing, You we wor-ship and ex - tol.

SERMON “Living Beyond Loopholes”
Acts 2:1-21

Sermon Notes and Additional References

Loopholes
Limit People
Even more?

The real issue with loopholes

Humanity re-humanized in the full likeness of God.



God takes us beyond loopholes.

Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?
If I ascend to heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you are
there! (Psalm 139:7)

Welcome People

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship,
to the breaking of bread and the prayers. (Acts 2:42)

CANTICLE “Creator Spirit, by Whose Aid” LSB 500 v. 1-3
Sung to the tune of “Eternal Father, Strong to Save”

1  Creator Spirit, by whose aid, The world’s foundations first were laid,
Come, visit ev’ry humble mind; Come, pour Your joys on humankind;
From sin and sorrow set us free; May we Your living temples be.

2 O Source of uncreated light, The bearer of God’s gracious might,
Thrice-holy fount, thrice-holy fire, Our hearts with heav’nly love inspire;
Your sacred, healing message bring, To sanctify us as we sing.

3 Giver of grace, descend from high; Your sev’nfold gifts to us supply;
Help us eternal truths receive, And practice all that we believe;
Give us Yourself that we may see, The glory of the Trinity.

LoRrD, HAVE MERCY LSB 227

Lord, have mer-cy; Christ, have mer-cy; Lord, have mer-cy.

LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.



PRAYER OF THE DAY
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O Lord, hear my prayer.
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P: O God, on this day You once taught the hearts of Your faithful people by
sending them the light of Your Holy Spirit. Grant us in our day by the same
Spirit to have a right understanding in all things and evermore to rejoice in
His holy consolation; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH

BENEDICTION LSB 228
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Thanks be to God.
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and the communion of the Holy Spir - it be with you all
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CLOSING HYMN

“Holy Spiri
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t, Light Divine” LSB 496
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1 Ho-ly Spir-it, light di-vine, Shine up - on this heart of mine;
2 Let me see my Sav-ior’s face, Let me all His beau -ties trace;

3 Ho-ly Spir-it, pow’r di- vine,

Cleanse this guilt - y heart of mine;

4 Ho-ly Spir-it, joy di-vine, Cheer this sad-dened heart of mine;
5 Ho-ly Spir-it, all di-vine, Dwell with - in this heart of mine;
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Chase the shades of night a - way, Turn the dark-ness in - to day.
Show those glo-rious truths to me Whichare on - ly knownto Thee.
In Thy mer-cy pit-y me, From sin’s bond-age set me free.
Yield a  sa-cred, set-tled peace, Let it grow and still in-crease.

Cast down ev - 'ry 1-dol throne, Reign su - preme, and reign a - lone.

Weekly Worship Meditations and Preparation Thoughts

For meditation from Sunday’s worship: Read Acts 2:1-21

-When do you find yourself thinking of loopholes?

-Put Acts 2:7 somewhere you can see it as a reminder of how the Holy Spirit
empowers us to live beyond loopholes.

For preparation for next week: Read Acts 2:14a, 22-36
-What do you make of Peter’s allusion to the Psalms?
-How do you hear God relating as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit?
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Serving ‘Us Today
Pastor - Rev. Peter Weeks
Director of Youth and Family Ministry - Arlyn Meyer
Organist - Rhoda Kolbus

Elders 8:00am  Chris Byers (275-5040)
10:30 am  Jeff Kuenneth (533-5844)

Ushers 8:00am  Ron Lund (Lead) and Doris Davenport
10:30 am  Kevin Holmes (Lead) and Pam Fuller
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