Study God’s Word — 1 Peter 3:8-17 GCT Spring 2026
Meaning to Application

1. What did the text mean to the biblical audience? Structure diagram 1 Peter 3:8-17
Finally, all of you, have unity of mind,

sympathy,

brotherly love,

a tender heart,

and a humble mind.

9 Do not repay evil for evil

or reviling for reviling,

but on the contrary, bless, for to this you were called,

that you may obtain a blessing.

19 For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days,

let him keep his tongue from evil

and his lips from speaking deceit;

1 ]et him turn away from evil and do good;

let him seek peace and pursue it.
12 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,

and his ears are open to their prayer.
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”

13 Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good?
14 But even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake,
you will be blessed.
Have no fear of them, nor be troubled,
5but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy,
always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you;
yet do it with gentleness and respect,
16 having a good conscience, so that,
when you are slandered,
those who revile your good behavior in Christ
may be put to shame.
17 For it is better to suffer for doing good,
if that should be God’s will,
than for doing evil.
Truths From Cross References:



Unity of mind — be like minded Romans 12:16

Sympathy - Sympathy, compassion, and truth-based moral judgment are more important than just “feeling with” someone in a way that
might compromise doctrine. Not just sharing in someone’s feelings without truth or moral boundaries.

Brotherly love — love your brothers and sisters in Christ. John 13:35

Tender heart — compassionate. Ephesians 4:32

Humble mind — kind courteous. Ephesians 4:2

Do not repay evil for evil — 1 Peter 2:23; Romans 12:17

Do not repay reviling for reviling — verbal abuse for verbal abuse.

You were called to bless — Luke 6:28; Romans 12:14; 1 Corinthians 4:12; 1 Peter 2:21

That you may obtain a blessing — specifically a gift of words from others.

3:12 Anthropomorphisms: Scripture does describe God with body-like language—hands, eyes, face, back, voice, etc. —but God is
ultimately spirit, not a physical, human-shaped body. The “body characteristics” are primarily anthropomorphisms (human-like figures
of speech) meant to help finite people grasp an infinite, invisible God.

Why Scripture uses body language for God?
The Bible often speaks of God’s “hands,” “eyes,” “ears,” and “face” (Exodus 33:20-23; Psalm 11:4) to express that God acts, watches,
listens, and reveals Himself, not to teach that He has literal limbs.

LT3

When you read that God has “eyes,” “hands,” or a “face,” how does that shape your picture of Him?

What might you lose if the Bible never used such language?

If God’s “face being turned toward you” means certain favor and attention, how might you pray differently when you feel distant or
discouraged (based on Numbers 6:25 or Psalm 34:15-16)?

When Scripture speaks of God’s “hand” or “arm” stretched out in power (Exodus 7:5; Isaiah 23:11), how does that encourage you to
depend on Him rather than on your own strength?

Which of the five qualities in 3:8 is strongest in your life right now: unity, sympathy, brotherly love, tenderheartedness, or humility?
Which one is hardest for you to practice consistently?

Where do you most often struggle to “bless” others instead of paying back hurt with hurt?

What would it look like this week to pursue peace rather than winning an argument?

Are there relationships where your words need to become more gracious and less sharp?

How do verses 10-12 challenge the way you speak when you are stressed, frustrated, or offended?



What are practical ways people will see the peace that is within you?

Joy and peace in trials: When you face loss, stress, or disappointment, you respond with calm trust rather than panic or bitterness.
People notice when you're not crushed by the same things that destroy others.

Kindness and generosity: Inviting others in, helping when they are struggling, or quietly giving your time or money shows that your hope
isn’t just words; it's working in your actions.

Gentle speech and patience: Answering arguments with grace, not anger, and refusing to return insult for insult makes people wonder
where your strength and self-control come from.

Zealous — be excited, enthusiastic to do good

Honor God as Holy — God is on the throne of your heart - to set the Lord apart as holy and supreme in the innermost part of your life:
to give Him Kingship, top-place honor, trust, and obedience in your thoughts, desires, and decisions.

Make a defense — apologia — make a formal justification of the hope, confident expectation that is within you.

When have you been tempted to fear people more than God?

What does it look like in your daily life to “honor Christ the Lord as holy” in your heart?

Are you prepared to explain why you follow Jesus if someone asks?

What parts of your faith do you feel least ready to explain?

How can you respond with gentleness and respect when others disagree with or criticize your faith?

Is there any area where you are suffering because you did what was right? How does this passage encourage you?
What does it mean in practice to keep a clear conscience (moral sensitivity)?

Suffering for righteousness and Christ’'s example
Earlier in 1 Peter 3, believers are called to suffer for doing good (1 Pet 3:14—-17); Christ’s suffering is the model (1 Pet 2:21-24).
This prepares us for 3:18-22: Christ suffered unjustly, died, rose, and triumphed so believers can endure unjust suffering.



