
Study God’s Word – 1 Peter 2:9-12             GCT Spring 2026 
Meaning to Application 
 
1. What did the text mean to the biblical audience?  
Structure diagram 1 Peter 2:9-12 
But you are a chosen race,  

a royal priesthood,  
a holy nation,  
a people for His own possession,  

that you may proclaim the excellencies of him  
   who called you out of darkness  
    into his marvelous light. 

10 Once you were not a people,  
   but now you are God’s people;  

once you had not received mercy,  
but now you have received mercy.  

11 Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles  
to abstain from the passions of the flesh,  

which wage war against your soul.  
12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable,  

so that when they speak against you as evildoers,  
they may see your good deeds  

and glorify God on the day of visitation.  
 
 
Truths From Cross References: 
A chosen race: 
Deuteronomy 10:15 
Romans 9:6-8 
 
A royal priesthood:  
Exodus 19:6 
Revelation 1:6 
Revelation 5:10 
 
A holy nation: 
Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
A people for His own possession: 
Exodus 19:5 



Isaiah 43:21 
Malachi 3:17 
 
Proclaim the excellencies = God’s power, wonderful acts, goodness 
 
Out of darkness: 
Isaiah 42:16 
Acts 26:18 
 
Into His marvelous light: 
Psalm 36:9 
John 1:9 
Acts 26:18 
 
2:10 simply summarizes 2:9 
 
Sojourners and exiles:  
 
Passions of the flesh: 
Romans 13:14 
Galatians 5:24 
Romans 8:5-11 
 
Wage war against your soul: 
James 4:1-3 
 
Honorable conduct: 
1 Peter 3:16 
2 Corinthians 8:21 
Philippians 2:15 
Titus 2:8 
 
In (not the) day of visitation: The day of visitation is when God intervenes. The intervention could be the day a sinner turns to Christ 
and is saved. Or the intervention could be the final day when the Lord returns to judge the earth. Either way, God is the one visiting.  
 
How does being described as a "chosen people, royal priesthood, holy nation, God's special possession" (v. 9) change how you view 
yourself daily? 
 
What does it mean to "proclaim the excellencies" of God who called you out of darkness into light (v. 9)?  



How can you do this at work or home this week? 
 
In what ways were you once "not a people" but now "God's people" who have received mercy (v. 10)? Share a personal example. 
 
Peter urges believers as "aliens and strangers" to abstain from sinful desires that wage war against the soul (v. 11).  
Which fleshly passion do you need to resist most right now, and why? 
 
How can living honorable lives among non-believers silence their accusations of wrongdoing (v. 12)?  
Recall a time good conduct influenced someone positively. 
 
What might "the day of visitation" look like in your community, where critics glorify God because of believers' actions (v. 12)? 
Compare your current conduct with v. 12's call: Where do you blend in too much with the world, and where do you stand out for good? 
 
As a "royal priesthood," how will you offer spiritual sacrifices or pray for others this week (connecting to v. 9 and priestly role)? 
 
 
1. God-focused questions: 
- What does this verse show about who God is (His character, attributes, names, actions)? 
- What does it show about what God loves, hates, desires, commands, or promises? 
- How does this verse fit with God’s overall purpose in the Bible’s big story (creation, fall, redemption, new creation)?  
2. Gospel / Christ questions: 
- How does this verse connect to the person and work of Christ (who He is, what He did, what He is doing)?  
- What problem of sin, brokenness, or spiritual need does this verse highlight, that the gospel answers? 
- Does this verse point forward to Christ, flow out of Christ’s work, or describe life in Christ?  
3. Human-condition questions: 
- What does this verse teach about people: our nature, identity, temptations, or tendencies?  
- What “fallen condition” or heart issue (belief, desire, fear, idol) is exposed here? 
- How does this verse show who I am “in Adam” (apart from God) or “in Christ” (redeemed)? 
4. Redemptive story / context questions: 
- Where are we in the Bible’s storyline (before the law, under the law, in the church, new creation)?  
- How does the surrounding context (paragraph, chapter, book) clarify the main point of this verse? 
- If this verse were missing from the Bible, what key truth would be lost? 
 


