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“Joy is one of the vital gauges on the dashboard of the Christian life. ¢
When the needle dips — when you lose your joy — you should take
note. To stay safe, you need to pay attention to your joy.” -John Piper
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3 Avenues of experiencing
the joy of the Lord

1. Joyis found by following the revelation of God
that points prophetically to Jesus Christ.




4

“Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And behold, an angel of the Lord
stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and
they were greatly afraid. Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid
for behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all
people. For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who
IS Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You will find a Babe
wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host
praising God and saying:

“Glory to God in the highest,

And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” Luke 2:8-14

.
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“So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now go to Bethlehem and see
this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to

us.” And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe
lying in a manger. Now when they had seen Him, they made widely
known the saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all
those who heard it marveled at those things which were told them by the
shepherds. But Mary kept all these things and pondered them in her
heart. Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the
things that they had heard and seen, as it was told them.” Luke 2:15-20

.



“Now after Jesuglivas born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is He who
has been born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star in the East and have
come to worship Him.”

When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with

him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people?
together, he inquired of them where the Christ was to be born.

So they said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the
prophet:

‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,

Are not the least among the rulers of Judah;

For out of you shall come a Ruler

Who will shepherd My people Israel.
Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them
what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and
search carefully for the young Child, and when you me found Him, bring back
word to me, that | may come and worship Him also."Matthew 2:1-8
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“When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had
seen in the East went before them, till it came and stood over where the young
Child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceedingly great

joy. And when they had come into the house, they saw the young Child with

Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and

myrrh.

Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod,
they departed for their own country another way.” Matthew 2:9-12
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3 Avenues of experiencing
the joy of the Lord

1. Joyis found by following the revelation of God
that points prophetically to Jesus Christ.

2. Joy to the full is experienced daily by yielding to the Lord’s will
in your life.
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“Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of
the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. And having come in, the angel
said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you
among women!”

But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what
manner of greeting this was. Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid,
Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you will conceive in your
womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David. And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there will be no end.”

.
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Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since | do not know a man?”
And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you,/
and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. Now indeed, Elizabeth your
relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month
for her who was called barren. For with God nothing will be impossible.”

Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according
to your word.” And the angel departed from her. Luke 1:26-38
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“The Lord gives his people perpetual joy
when they walk in obedience to him.”
Dwight L. Moody
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3 Avenues of experiencing
the joy of the Lord

1. Joyis found by following the revelation of God
that points prophetically to Jesus Christ.

2. Joy to the full is experienced daily by yielding to the Lord’s will
in your life.

3. Joy is expressed by singing and praising God for His salvation
through Jesus Christ

.
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“But let all those rejoice who put their trust in You;
Let them ever shout for joy, because You defend them;
Let those also who love Your name

Be joyful in You.” Psalm 5:11

“Break forth into joy, sing together,

You waste places of Jerusalem!

For the Lord has comforted His people,
He has redeemed Jerusalem.” Isaiah 52:9

“Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion! For behold, | am coming and
| will dwell in your midst,” says the Lord.” Zechariah 2:10

o
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Joy is not a season, it’s a way of living.
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Practicing Joy everyday:

e Choose Joy.

e Rejoice in all the blessings brought to you in Christ.

e Rejoice that God is in control and has a plan.

e Rejoice in difficult days knowing the Lord is with you.




