Begon& the SEa&ow
H‘\/FC September 7,2025 Jesus is Better Series [Hebrews 10:1 -9

Jtis good to be here this morming. | woke up ]:ric]ag moming with temperatures at my
house l’rovcring around 35 dcgrccs and it was amazing.
Bow season is starting, fall is coming, and the craziness of summeris winding down.

And with that we are starting u p our small groups again this chncsc]ag.

To give some context, when we took a break from Hebrews, here is a brief summary
of the sermons from chaptcr 9.

T he sermons were titled: Shadow of Hcavcnlg things, Better Access, | ife in the
Blood.

The message | found in this clwaPter was an outline of how to Access (God, first in
the old way, and concluding with the blood of Jcsus which gives us true access to
God in our {:orgivcn state. And one of the core messages was that true access to
(God comes from a heart that is focused on His wi”, rather than the extemnal actions
to earn rightcousncss.

Through Jesus we no longcr have the guilt and shame of sin, and can cxpcricncc
the ?orgivcncss Jesus offers to allow a rclationship with GGod. T hat rclationship is
acalltoliveina way that reflects the inner changc we have cxPcricnccd and to
activcly share the message of salvation.

Anc] as a reminder, the book of chrcws was written to chish believers who were
contcmplating going back to the old ways of Judaism, with sacrifices and torah,
back to Moses. Yet, now there is a better way, and chaptcr 10 starts again with
that reminder that the torah and OT system was fulfilled and complctcc] in _Jesus.



Opcn your bible to chrcws 10 and let’s bcgin rcacling inverse 1.

Hebrews 10:1-4

i Theold system under the law of Moses was only a shadow, a dim preview of the
good things to come, not the good things themselves. T he sacrifices under that
system were repeated again and again, year after year, but they were never able to
provide cleansing for those who came to worship.

2 [f they could have provided perfect cleansing, the sacrifices would have stopped,
forthe worslwipcrs would have been Puri{:icd once, for all time, and their {:cclings of
guilt would have disappearcd.

% But instead, those sacrifices actually reminded them of their sins year after year.

4 Foritis not Possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

NLT
Lct’s pray.

This week ] ran into an old friend of mine, and he ran up to me, mind you ] haven’t
seen him in several wcc‘(s, and he almost without saging hello launches into this long
qucstion.

He said, hcy ] might come visit your church because the church | am going tojust
said that thcy are starting a series on this book and are going to be init for at least
a year. How can thcg spcnd a year in one bool(, ] mean there is that chaptcr about
the Holy SPirit, but a whole year. | dont want to go and listen to the same sermon

{:ora 563!’.



So | told him, well | have been in [Hebrews all year, and he looked at me for a long
minute and replied, really?

After we spoke alittle more | challenged him to go and listen to the sermons at his
church and promised that the [Holy Spirit would give him something every week

from each sermon, even if it is the same sermon, knowing that it won’t be.

For me, | know that taking a book at a time and going through it has been so
transformative for my faith.

[ very week when | study, my eyes and mind are exposed to thoughts and concepts
of scripture that | need for the season of life | am in.

And this week was no different. ] could havcjust sPokcn onverse one todag.

The writer begins chapter 10 looking back. (}sing the NK V.

Hebrews 10:1

[For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very image of
the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year by
year, make those who approach perfect.

NKJV

The word “for” connects what has just been spoken to what is now getting ready to
be spoken.

Forthe | aw...

What is he speaking of?

Think [_evitical priesthood, insufficient Old Covenant, the external cleaning
rituals, the blood of bulls and sheep, veiled restrictive access to (God.

All these things he covered in chapter 9.



And he wraps it all up nice and neat in the opcning verses of chaptcr 10.

Thcy were shadows.

Shadows are Fascinating. Tl’xcg are created when light is blocked bg an objcct.
Wa”dng down the street on a sunny c]ay will Producc a shadow.

Jtis a shaded dark flat rcnclcring that gives no details.

Shadows are a one-dimensional image. Jt has no life, no characteristics, no
substance.

Jt on]g does one thing, it Proclaims a greater rca[itg is there.

T he shadow cannot do angthing.

Thelaw is a shadow. An obscure visage of the real image.

And the writer sPeaks to how year after year tl'lcy tried to offer sacrifices that
would cleanse them from their sin.

How often do we do the same thing todag?

Surc we don’t offer sacrifices of shccp, but we often chase the shadow and offer
sacrifices to cleanse our guilt.

How do we chase the shadow?

We seek ways to earn our blcssings.

We do good things to hclp swing the Pcndulum in our favor.

Wc givc money to those less fortunate.

] heard a sPcakcr share an interesting thought about those who stand on street
corners with signs asking for hclp.

He said thcy offer a service that is pure Promcit. T hose men and women on the
comer offera Place forthose who are burdened with guilt to give a sacrifice to make

themselves feel better about their life and choices.



E_vcn toc]ay we still look for ways to absolve our emotions and Fcclings on our own

terms.

The onlg Problcm is, once those sacrifices are made, and the guilt is Paci{:icc], we go
ack to the same ole litestyle, teeling better.

back to th le lifestyle, feeling bett

TI’)C sins are never dealt with,just covered up, swept aside, hoping that we have

learned ourlesson, but it doesn’t EcJP our conscience.

chrcws 1 O:2-3

2 f:or then would thcg not have ceased to be offered? For the worshipcrs, once

Puri{:iccl, would have had no more consciousness of sins.

3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.

NKJV

Jmperfect sacrifices produce imperfect forgiveness.

| am often overcome with shock at how | will seek ways to absolve my sin with a
sacrifice of my choosing.

T he moment goes something like this.

| ord forgjve me for my sin... (fill in the blank) and | know better. And because you
hate sin so much, | know | need to do some form of penance to show | have learned
my lesson.

Or Lord | know | don’t deserve your goodness or blessing, but if you will answer

this prayer ] Promisc to pay you back bg voluntccring at ever function from now to

New Ycars.

When we don’t deal with our sin, we find ourselves trging to compensate for our

shortcomings bg o#cring up some sacrifice that (God doesn’t want.



thjus’c like the blood of shccp was an impcrf:cct sacrifice it and could not remove

sin, it Proc]uccc] an imPchcct Forgivcncss that never removed their guilt.

And still we attempt to offer insufficient sacrifices to assuage our guilt todag.

The reason is we don’t Fuug understand the gi{:t (God gave us in Jesus.

Because a Pcrf:cct sacrifice Proc‘uccs Pchcct Forgivcncss.

chrcws 1 0:4-5

4 f:or it is not Possib]c for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins.

5 T hatis wlwg, when (Christ came into the world, he said to (God, "You did not want

animal sacrifices or sin o{:{:crings. But you have givenme a bodg to offer.

NLT

Have you ever done something that caused a lot of damagc?

Tota”g your fault with no one else to blame?

And the person with whom the damage was done to, says hey it is ok, just don’t
worry about it?

During her first year of driving when it was icy, my daughter tried to stop on a road
that was slightly going downhill at a red light. And thankfully she was not going fast,
but slide into the car in front of her. T he driver of the other car got out and they
had two options. T hey could have gotten mad and called the police, or they could
have looked at the accident, accessed the damage of which the car she hit had none,

and tell her not to worry about it.



My daughter was fully to blame, and the driver had every right to demand she be
punished for the accident. Put seeing that she was a young driver, they told her not
to worry about it.

We are all to blame for our sin. T he bible says that we were tempted by our own
desires and enticed by sin.

But God...

(God prepared a body to offer, a perfect sacrifice that would bring perfect
Forgivcncss in Jesus Christ.

When Adam and [ ve sinned in the garden, (God told them that [ e would send
His Seed to crush the serpents head and defeat sin.

(God has gjven us the ability to move beyond the shadow into the reality and
fullness of Jesus.

David wrote several times about this in the Psalms. []e understood something
about (God that most never leam. | isten as | read.

Ps51:1-17

i Have mercy upon me, O God, According to Your lovingkindness; According to
the multitude of Your tender mercies, Blot out my transgressions.

2 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, And cleanse me from my sin.

3 For| acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always before me.

4 Against You, You only, have | sinned, And done this evil in Y our sight — T hat
You may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge.

é Bcholc], You desire truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will

make me to know wisdom.




7 Furgc me with hgssop, and ] sha” be clcan; Wash me, and ] sha” be whiter than
SNOW.

10 Crcatc in me a clean hcart, O Gocl, Anc] renew a steadfast spirit within me.

1 1 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your [oly Spirit
from me.

i 2 Restore to me thcjog of Your salvation, And uphold me by Your generous
Spirit.

15O Lord, open my ]ips, And my mouth shall show forth Your Praisc,

16 For You do not desire sacrifice, or else | would give it; You do not dclight in
burnt oFFering.

17 T he sacrifices of (God are a broken spirit, A\ broken and a contrite heart —
These, O (God, You will not dcspisc.

NKJV

To the world the shadow makes sense. [t allows people to act and seem the part
while not losing their true identity inwardly.

In my reading last week, | was in Matthew 23, and as | read the words Jesus spoke
to the Pharisees, | saw myself.

Often times | strive to look the part by tending to the shadow, because | don’t want
to deal with what is raging inwardly.

T he battles with guilt and shame, with being not enough, the exhaustion and stress
and anxiety that we all fight. When the world does its best to defeat us, orjust the
struggles of life with grief and pain. [Fighting emotions of hopelessness and apathy.
Or just my own selfish desires.



But Jcsus has come to show me a way to move bcgoncl the shadow and into the
real life Jesus offers us.

chrcws 10:9~10

9 T hen he said, “Look, | have come to do your will.» Hc cancels the first covenant
in order to put the second into effect.

10 For (God's will was for us to be made holy bg the sacrifice of the body of Jesus

(Christ, once for all time.

NLT

(God doesn’t desire for us to live defeated lives, constantl Yy reminded of the guilt

and shame of our sin.

His Willis for us to be made holg Iog the sacrifice of the Bodg of Jesus.

Yetin some amazing way we have to choose to move bcgond the shadow and
embrace Jesus.

]n closing ] want to leave this last passage with us.

Komans 12:1-2

] ] beseech you thcrc{:orc, I)rcthrcn, bg the mercies of God, that you Prcscnt your
bodies a living sacrifice, holg, acccPtablc to (God, which is your reasonable service.
2 Anc] do not be conformed to this world, but bc transformed bg the rcncwing of

your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acccptablc and Pchcct will of

God.
NKJV



Ti'nc readers of this letter were thinking of going back to the shadow.
] am sure the pressure and stress of the clag, the Pcrsccution, and not able to

escape the Fcclings of not c]oing cnoug}‘: were cnticing them.

(God doesn’t want our version of animal sacrifices, sin oﬁ:crings, bumnt oﬂ:crings or

any other oFFcring for our sin, he did not take Plcasurc in them.

God however Prcparcd a boc]g for Jcsus, and Proclaimcd more than once that Hc
was well Plcascc] with Jesus and the oﬁ:cring of his boc‘g foroursin. T hat o{:{:cring
would be offered once and would be good cnough for all mankind.

No matter how long you have been followfng Jesus, there is more for you.

Lct’s Frag.



