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(Good morning, and a chillg one at that...

We are marching stcac!fly into winter. | here are 46 days until Thanksgiving, that is
just 6 more 5undags and 74 c]ags until Christmas, 10 more Sunclays if you are
kccping track.

And as much as | was hoping, we will not finish Hebrews before the end of the year
as bcst ] can tell.

Wc currcntlg find ourselves in chaptcr 10 and | am evermore intriguccl as | try to
focus very cliligcntlg on our current toPic and that it !(ccps getting largcr and more
intertwined with the context.

Thc more ] 5tudy about holding{:ast and staging near the more ] learn how this has
to be done in community with a local church.

| _ast week we looked at how one forsakes their confession of hope. And atit’s core
is the abandonment of their ]':aith and their fellow believers.

Tl*nc rcjcct Goc]’s truth. Wc do this when we choose not to obcg God’s worcl, and
submit to his authoritg and live life how we want, with our own truth to lead us. And
that will never lead us to (God.

Next, we tramplc on God’s Son. We count it as worthless and {:oolish, somcthing
to be tramplcc] underfoot because of it’s udder uselessness.

I_astly, we insult the Spirit of (arace. T he Holy Spin't that first convicted us, and

lead us to JCSUS For{:orgivcncss, which Providcd away to (God’s presence



Tocometoa Placc of once bclicving and abandoning your only oPPortum'tg to find
fife, the on!y cxpcctation thcg have is a {:carf:uljudgcmcnt with Ficry inclignation from
the hands of a livfng (God with vengeance on his mind.

And with this month bcing horror movie month, that Picturc is the scariest thing you
can imagine bcing

But thank{:ully, that doesn’t have to be our rca[itg.

Wc can choose to stay near to (God'’s truth, his son and his st'rit which will bring
great rcwards, eternal life in Hcavcn to be with Jcsus.

T urn with me to FHebrews chaptcr 10 and we are going to startin verse 3 1 this
morning,

Hebrews 10:32 6 %5

32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a
great strugglc with su{:Fcrings;

35 T[wcrcmcorc do not cast away your con{:iclcncc, which has great reward.

NKJV
| et's pray.

How many of you have ever watched the movie “unbroken” the storg of Louic
Z_ampcrini?

Jt is a war drama that chronicles the incredible true story of | ouis Zampcrini, an
Olgmpic runner who endures and survives a harrowingjoumcg cluring WW2, Facing
both nature and human crueltg.

| strugglccl to watch this movie because cvcrythfng in me wants to revolt rcgarding
the treatment of fellow human bcings with such contempt and vileness. And how evil

always seems to have the upper hand in every situation.



Which if we look at the world todag it is hard to argue.
]"‘]owcvcr, the movie showcases the fact that love over comes ]'ratc, good out last

evil, and that right is alwags better than wrong,

And this morning we are going to dig into how this Plays out for us, and should bring

us to the Placc where we choose to stay near to God and our savior Jcsus.

Verse 32 is going to set the stage for us.

Hebrcws 10:32

But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a great
strugglc with sumCFcrings:

NKJV

This scriPturc tells us to remember back to your salvation cxpcricncc and recall the
great strugglc and su#crings you have endured to come to the Placc where you sit
this morning.

Now we might have some “holier than thou” mindsets in our midst that would say
somcthing to the effect of “what strugglcs and 5u1CFcring, it has all been roses
because (God is with me”.

Here is the Problcm with rcalitg, it rarclg bends to our wishes.

We have to see this scripturc as a tight rope we walk through [ife.
This tight rope of life has a name.
Jtis called trouble.

Think back to the words of Jesus, in this life you will have trouble. John 16:33.

And often times it is trouble and our reaction to it that determines our life.



And this is true of us every day. We can wake up, and hit our toe as we are getting
out of bed and say well l see how the rest of the dag will bc, or we can say, well glac] ]

got that out of the way alrcady, can onlg goup from here.

And our choice often has influence on our attitude for the rest of the day.
Here the writer is setting up the same scenario for our sPiritual man.

This is what we are going to learn today.

Recall how you endured great struggle with suffering and it:

f:ostcrcd Fcllowship,

Girew compassion,

Produced resilience,

And Focused your Pn’oritics.

[_et’s look at these 4 things this morning,

Recalling what you have endured will foster fellowship.

Hebrews 10:32-33

32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a
great strugg,lc with 5umCFcn'ngs:

33 partly while you were made a spectacle both by reproaches and tribulations, and

Partlg while you became companions of those who were so treated;

NKJV

Recall how you endured in part bcfng made a spcctaclc by rcProacI‘:cs and

tribulations.



When you suffered from rcProachcs. On-i-dis-mos is the (Greek word. And it

means cndun’ng harsh, insulting languagc or treatment, to be subjcct to abusive
languagc and/or behavior. T o be rcProachcc].

Jt continues with and suffer tribulations, trials, troublc, affliction.

Now, here in America, this is not somcthing that was oris common[g cxPcricnccd in
the Christian community.

But it seems like times are changing.

Persecutions around the globc are on the rise for the Christian believer.

And if you read the Bible, it says that things will get more and more difficult as the
dag oFJcsus return gets closer.

f:or' those who have cxpcrienccd rcProaclﬁcs and tribulations, most often
cxpcricncc them from Familg and friends that are not saved.

Wc are to recall the Part we suffered rcProachcs and tribulations, but also Partlg
how we became companions with others who have suffered rcProachcs and
tribulations.

Notc the commonalitg, whether we or a fellow bc]icvcr, thcg both suffer rcproachcs
and tribulations. And because of that it should foster mcc“owship, having both
cxpcricnccd su{:f:crings.

When we are the rccipicnt of harsh and bclittling languagc or treatment it burdens
us, even if we know we didn’t deserve it. And often those burdens bcgin to wcigh us
down and scParatc us from those we need encouragement from.

That is why we should gatiwcr togct]‘:cr, so that we can bear each other's burdens in
Fc"owsl‘:ip with one another.

Paul put it like this in (Galatians.



(Galatians 6:2

Bcar one another's burdcns, and so fulfill the law of Cl’mrist.

NKJV

As we recall the rcProachcs and tribulations we have endured, we will be reminded
to foster {:c“owship with one another that once hclpcc‘ us make it through those
difficult times.

As well, we should grow in compassion.

cha“ how you cndurccl, and it grew compassion for other believers.

Hebrcws 10:32 & 34

32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a
great 5truggle with 5mq:cringsz

34 Forgou had compassion on me in my chains,

NKJIV

Ovcr the Past couPIc: of weeks we have seen and heard rcpcatcdlg about Charlic
Kirk and his murder. And one of the most amazing things | have seen is the
comPassion that has been Pourcd out on [ rica Kirk from other believers.
As we endure sumCFcrings, it allows the abilitg to have compassion for those who are

cxpcricncing uttcrlg imPossiblc and difficult times. [_ike losinga loved one.

AncJ all over the wor]d, cvcrgdag believers are able to share how Goc] has turned
their sicknesses and troubles and fmpossiblc situations into a testimony and use it
as an opportunity for compassion.

IF ven last week in this bui!c]ing, | learned of this very tl‘lfng haPPcning between two

Pcoplc cxpcricncing similar things, and one able to offer encouragement and advice.



] Fctcr %:8
Fina"g, all of you be of one mind, having compassfon for one another; Jove as

brothcrs, be tcnclcrhcartcd, be courteous...

NKJIV

Rcca“ing what we have endured allows us to grow in comPassion for others and to

be a force to hclp ourselves and others stay near during hard times.

Jt also produces resilience.

Hebrews 10:32-34

32 But recall the former days in which, after you were illuminated, you endured a
great struggle with sufferings:

34 ...and joyfully accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a

better and an cnclurf'ng Posscssion for 5oursclvcs in heaven.

NKJV

We must be resilient.

How many times a dag do we need to rcpcnt for sins?

How many times a dag does Jcsus command us to Forgivc’?

How often do troubles come across our Paths’?

The enemy constant]g walks about; the flesh is constantlg at war with the spirit,
Quurbattle is none stop.

Christians through out l*u'storg have been considered soft targets. As you know

one of my favorite Pcrioc]s of history to read about is Medieval Times. And| love a



gooc] Viking story. And thcy would often Plundcr, kill, and clcstrog towns with
churches because tf'ucg knew the Christians would not Fight back.

But cvcntua”g, the Christians won the dag because thcg were resilient in
worshipping God. Thcg would rebuild and put their trust in (God to kccP themin
fife orin death.

Thcg, as should we, understood that our hopc was not in this life onlg, but in the
next life as well. We have an cvcrlasting eternal Posscssion that cannot be
Plundcrccl, stolen, or c]cstrogcd awaiting us when this life is over.

Jtis worth giving up what we cannot kccp, to gain what we cannot lose in Jesus.

2 Corinthians 4:7-9

7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellence of the power may
be of God and not of us.

8 We are hard-Prcsscc‘ on every side, yet not crushed; we are Pcrplcxcd, but not in
dcspair;

9 Pcrsccutcd, but not Forsal«:n; struck down, but not clcstrogccl —_—

NKJV

cha“ing what we have endured Proc]uccs resilience to kccp us near to (od during
times of trouble.

T hese three tlﬁings, Fostcn'ng Fc“owship, growing in comPassion, and Proc]ucing
resilience, when done in our communitg of faith will give us focused Prioritics.
chrcws 10:35

Thcrcl:orc do not cast away your con{:ic]cncc, which has great reward.

NKJV

Jn closing this morning,



There is a common thread in this sermon and the last couPlc that | Fl'na“g graspcd
onto this week.

T hat thread is trouble, trials, tribulations.

Thcg are common to mankind.

Savcd or unsaved, man or woman, ch or C}cntilc, slave or free.

The qucstion becomes what is the difference then?

Tl’lC difference is how we choose to rcsponc] when trouble comes.

Thc same sun that hardens the clag...

Tlﬁcsc suffer trouble but Puu away orfall to the left of the trouble tight rope
we walk dailg.

]s the same sun that melts the butter!

Tl”ucse suffer trouble but stay near to God and the community of faith for
Fc“owship, compassion, resilience, encouragement and strcngth to endure the
season of trials.

Mg two bi&gest take aways from this section of scn’Pturc are:
I. Thc absolute presence of troublc, and
2. The only way to endure is through communitg,

T rouble will rule the dag, Jesus’s words.
But what will you choose?
Docs that trouble harden your heart and Push you away from Gocl? H: it hardens

your I‘:cart, you have chosen to re:jcct Gocl’s trutlw, tramplc his Son, and insult the
Spfrit of Girace.



T hat is what lies to the left of the tfght rope of trouble in this life.
Or...

Docs that trouble push you to stay near to Goc[ and your brothers and sisters of
push gy Y Y

the faith?
If you rightlg rcsPond to trouble, you will foster and find Fc“owshiP, grow in

compassion, and Producc resilience to kccP your Prioritics focused on Jesus.
Stand with me.

At some point today we are bound to rub up against some kind of trouble.
Maybe it was this message.

thn you do, you have a choice to make.

Will you let it harden your heart and pull you away from (God?

Or will you soften your heart and press into (3od’s word and seck Fcllowship,

comPassion, and hopc from this community of believers?

This morning, if | may be so bold, if you are in the midst of trouble and could use
some Fc"owship, compassion, rcsi]icncg todag, would you raise your hand?

| know it magbc difficult, butitis casy to get wrappcd up in our own world and not
notice those sitting next to us and what thcg are going through.

]F someone next to you has their hand raised, thcg need their communitg to circle

around t]‘:cm.

|ets pray.



