A Heart Estab!ishcd bg (srace
THIVT:C Mag 24,2026 Jesus is Better SCFiCS chrews 1%:9-16

(ood morning,.
What a week. Magbe what a month.

| want to thank everyone for the warm anniversary wishes, 23 years ago today, |
trapped a very young and unsuspecting gorgeous woman into saying yes and taking
a $100 wedding ring in exchange for well all of this. And while | definitely received
the better part of that deal, she has been faithfully at my side, giving me 5 wondertul
kids, raising them and educating them, making them and myself into the best we can
be. (God gave me the spouse of my dreams even though | didn’t deserve her, so | am
not really sure what she did to end up with me, but | can say with no regret or shame |
married up several classes. And she does all this and so much more, and she is more

beautiful today than the c}ay she walked down the aisle all those years ago.

And in other news, there was this other wedding this past week of some minor
note...

Powen and M_J wanted me to express their ovcrwhc]ming gratituc}e to you for
making their we&&ing a magica] memory forthem. Theg are in [Jawaii, 1ounging on
sandg beaches, Powen enjoging the time to write, while M Jis getting extra
workouts in with all the extra time on her hands.

] ac’cua”g have no idea what thcg are doing, well...

] digrcss...



With a few more sermons to go in [ebrews, last week we looked at the scriptures
where the author is beginning to bring this book to a close.

And we focused on verse 8 that says Jesus is the same, yesterday, today, and
forever. And as believers we have the ability to know (God through Jesus by
looking to those who have come before and walked faithfully before (God and man,
speaking the word of (God, running their race of faith to the very last breath of life.
T hat same _Jesus who led and sustained them, is the same Jesus that leads and
sustains us today. | he writer then encourages us to hold true to Jesus when
strange and varying doctrines begin to show in the form of secret knowledge, and
codes and changes from what is written and known of Jesus from the past and the
present. (God is not like man that he should change, he remains constant.

T his is where we are going to pick up today, completing verse 9 of [ebrews 13.
We are to have a heart that is established through grace which comes from Jesus,
not occupied by mindless traditions.

If you have your bibles open, turn with me to [Jebrews 13:9.

Hebrews 13:9

Do not be carried about with various and strange doctrines. [or it is good that the
heart be established by grace, not with foods which have not ProFiteA those who

have been occupiec} with them.

NKJV
Let’s Frag.

This morning | rea”g havejust two Points | would like to make.
[Here is what theg are.

We can live this life having our hearts established in the (srace, or Gospel.



Orwe seek to tangle our lives up with traditions and ceremonial know]edgc, trying
toearn enough worth to receive an eternal reward.

And this is where | will start this morning,.

] he writer gives a few examples of what has occupied the heart of man until Jesus.
Hebrews 13:10-14

10 We have an altar from which the priests in the T abernacle have no right to cat.
i1 (Jnder the old system, the high priest brought the blood of animals into the
Ioly [lace as a sacrifice for sin, and the bodies of the animals were burned outside
the camp. 12 So also Jesus suffered and died outside the city gates to make his
PeoPle holy by means of his own blood. 13 So let us go out to him, outside the
camp, and bear the disgrace he bore. 14 [Tor this world is not our permanent home;

we are looking Forwarci to a home 96‘: to come.

NLT

] Pu”cd out two tangi})le things mankind will alwags be temptcd to set their hearts

on.

An Altcr. \/erse IO
ATemPlc. \/erse [

Let’s look at the altar.

Verse 10 clear]g says we have an altar.
What is an altar?

An altaris simplg a Place of sacrifice.

[t Providcd a way for sinful man to aPProac}w (od.



A’c the altar sacrifice took Place. We come to the altar to surrender.

Blood is sPi”eA so that atonement can take Place.

Howevcr, the best thing that the altar represents for us is substitution.

E_ven in the OT, the altar was meant for shcep and goats, not for you and ]

]‘c was a Placc for us to come burdened and guil‘cﬁ, and leave free from the shame and
gui]t.

T he alter where (God ordained that sin was to be dealt with.

T he writer says we have an altar, which is Jesus.

He says this because those reacling this letter wanted to go back to the tangib]e,
real altar that Judaism offered.

We have the same tendencies as theg did.

While we believe Jesus is our altar, we often need to add something tangible to it.
Wlﬁat are some of those tamgible SPiritual systems we like to cxPcrience a]ong with
Jcsus?

A tangible sPiritual systemis something we can control, see, measure, organize, and
emotiona”y cxPerience.

[t might sound something like this.

Wow | rea”g like that worship team today, | had goosebumps, all the s0Ngs made me
feel goocﬂ inside. ]tjust touched me deep down inside and made me all emotional.

With all of that ] was able to rea”y worshiP todag, man the spirit was rea”9 moving.

To experieﬂce all of this we follow Pcrsonalities, or seek Plahcorms, or create
traditions and programs that ultimatelg Push Jesus to the back, and bcgiﬂ to seck

the tangib]e exPression more than the presence oFJesus.



T he focus becomes the tangiblc exPericncc, and when that is not Perpcct, we walk
away c‘isappointecj because Jcsus must not have showed up, | didwt have one
goosebump) never felt excited cnough to shout amen, | didn’t like one song we sang,
and ]just couldnt getinto the vibe of worship.

]Fyou have said ‘cha’c, itis because 3our1cocu5 was on the tangible expericncc not
the person oFJesus. ]Fgou come to the altar focused on Jesus) you can worship
him no matter the songs, programs, or speakers that are there, because Jcsus is

there and is greater than all those tangib]e add-ons.

We also do this with the temple/church.

FHebrews 13:11

(Under the old system, the high priest brought the blood of animals into the [Holy
Flace as a sacrifice for sin, and the bodies of the animals were burned outside the

camP.

NLT

[f the altaris where (God ordained that sin was to be dealt with, the Ho]y Flace or
temple deals with (God’s presence and Fe”owship with us.

We like the idea that (God isin a Place fora couple reasons.

One, it gives us a Place to go, it gives purpose to seek out where (God is.

T wo, and Probab]y the more important to us, it allows us to not be in (God’s
presence.

T here are P]eﬂtg of songs about Partging on }:ridag and Saturdag, and rePeﬂting
in church on Sundag.



uring the week we can live like we want, living rebellious and even mora
During the week ive lik lving rebellious and ly
questionab]e ]hcestgles, until we Park in the Parking lot at church and prepare to go
in and meet with the | ord.

t becomes easy to separate our lite rrom our taith when (3od is at the church an

[t b y P life F faith when (God he church and
we are out ]iving life.

e begin to idolize an ace our contidence in buildings, programs, systems.
We begin to idolize and pl fidence in buildings, programs, sy
ey become our identity just as the temple was ror the Jewish people.

Theyb dentity just as the temple was for the Jewish peopl

] will be hones’c, when we began to talk about Putting sic]ing on the “Log Cl’)urch”, ]
was Preparing fora Fight.

So often we associate a tangib]e Placc and systems with the presence of (God and
theg become more imPortant than (God. We tend to getit backwards.

Here is how Jesus described it.

Matthew 2%:16-21

16 "B]ind gui&es! What sorrow awaits 3oul For you say that it means nothing to
swear ’133 (God's TemP]c)’ but that it is Binding to swear ’!33 the go]& in the Tcmple.’
i7 Blind fools! Which is more imPortanb—the gol& or the TemP]c that makes the
gold sacred? 18 And you say that to swear ‘by the altar' is not binding, but to swear
‘}33 the giﬁrs on the altar' is bincling. 19 [How blind! [Tor which is more im[:)ortant——the
ghct on the altar or the altar that makes the gif’c sacred? 20 When you swear ‘by the
altar,’ you are swearing bg it and bg evcrgthing onit. 21 And when you swear ‘}33

the Temple,‘ you are swearing by it and by (God, who lives in it.
NLT



(God commanded them to go to the temple and bring sacrifices to the alter, but they
disregarded what (God had set up to meet with them for what they deemed
important.

We are guilty of doing the same when we seek to add to Jesus the tangible things
our hearts seek.

[Tor them it was not longer about the altar or the temple, but it was about the qualitg
and cost of the gift on the altar, it wasn’t about the temple, it was about the gold of
the temPlc. [t was about what they could take for themselves because they Partook

of what was givcn to the tcmple and to the altar. lt was about control.

[tis the same thing for us, we seek to control things.

Thatis whg we coml:)]ain about the worship. [tis an attempt to control it.

| et me be clear, worship in this church is not meant for you.

Some seek to control the sermons. | received a letter this week. [t oPcncd with a
nicctg, then bcgan to tell me Jesus st God and ] should renew and refresh mHSCl]C
with scriPture and Printe& out several pages of scriPture references. Yet thcg never
signecl their name, there was no return address.

uPon noticing that | folded the pages had them shredded.

When we set our hearts on tangible things like traditions, church programs,
bui]dings) ce]ebrit9 pastors, and emotional exPeriences tofeel (God’s presence, we

want control like the Pricst in Jesus’s time, not (zod’s presence.

T he writer tells us of a better oPtiOh than the tangible temptations we want to

establish our hearts in.



Hebrews 1%:9
[tis goo& that the heart be established !33 grace...

Thc writer has mentioned this before at the end of chaptcr i2.

The grace he is spcaking of is the Gospel oFJcsus (Christ.

An established heart has been rooted clecply in the Gospel of Jesus (Christ andis
not constant]3 tossed around }35 circumstances, emotional cxPcriences, trencjs, or
the latest vibe.

We establish our hearts :‘39 grace when we give control to Jcsus.

e becomes ourfocus. And when he is our focus, our natural reaction will be
worship. T rue worship of who [e is, exPerieﬂcing his grace and mercy, and ]iving it

out in our Aailg lives.

When our hearts are established bg grace we understand that Jesus is in me and |
am in [im. The Holg 5Pirit is Fi”ing me with his presence and ] am the temple of

God.
Where ever you find 9oursel1c; (odis right there with you.

David said this.
Ps 1397
7 Where can | go from Your SPirit’?

Or where can ! flee from Your Presence?

NKIV



T his is the difference between a heart established 139 grace and a heart established
}33 tangib]e traditions.

Thc altar tcmporari]g covered sin, grace transforms the heart

Thc altar focused on external sacrifice; grace Produces inward transformation.
Thc ‘cemplc created distance, grace an inclwe”ing of the spiri‘c. Christ in me the
hope oFglorg.

Tarxgible systems are controllable, grace requires surrender.

Religion says PerForm; grace invites us to abide.

| raditions create spectators, grace creates worshiPPers.

] don’t know about you but ] want to be a worshippcr.

(arace establishes the heart before wors}‘nip Hlows from your life.

Worship isn’t words, tears, gooscbumps) music or emotional cxperienccs.
Worship comes from a heart that is submitted to the Lordslﬁip oFJesus Chris’c.
When we submit to [is Lorc!slﬁip, this becomes the direction and attitude of our
lives, not my will but yours be done.

Thisis imPortant because Jesus told the discipies in Matt 15.

\/\/hat comes out oFyour mouth is a reflection of your heart.

In closihg this morning.
We have two oPtiOhs for our heart to be established bg.
The firstis the tangib]e, the contro”able, the oPtion thatis 56]1C~servirsg and Places

me in the drivers seat.



With this oPtion we inform (God of how we will worship, which sacrifices we will bring,
the programs we want and how we want them done) as we build the Pcr‘Fcc’c sgstem of
worshil:) that centers around me.

[tis my Prcferenccs) my choicc, my worsl*nip) take it or leave it.

T he second option is a heart established by grace.

] his option doesn’t really give us any control, tends to be very narrow minded, and
puts Jesus before all my wants and desires.

\With this option we get to follow Jesus, say what [ e says, go where he sends us,
do what he tells us to do.

This option requires me to surrender to the Lordship of Jesus.

And when | do that | gain access to (God, to a relationship with my heavenly father
who promises to be with me, never leave me, take every rough season and difficult
thing and work it into my story for the good of [His Kingdom.

[t wor’t be easy, but he will give you his burden which is lite and take your burden.
e will be your healer, your provider, your comforter, give you wisdom, make you
into a new creation, prepare a Place for you with [im in eternity, collect every tear,
hear every prayer and call for help. e will rebuke the devourer and fight our
battles. [1e will give us the [1oly Spirit and every spiritual blessing and welcome us

into [eaven when we die.

Thisis whg itis imPor’cant for us to understand that Jesus is the same 3ester&ag,
toéag and forever.

Jesus was (Jod’s P]am from the beginning.



