Work Harcl Stag Humble ”

H\/FC August, 2025 Jcsus is Better Serics Hebrews 5:5-7

Well, isn’t God goocl?

Last week was a rough one for our Familg, Crcccl was very sick on his birthdag last
Monclag and close to bcing hospitah’zed with a middle ear infection, couPlcd with
swimmers’ ear that was complicatccl by Pond water bactcria, onits way to bccoming
a staph infection. Nccc“css to say, after several doctor visits, one triP to the IR,
multiplc s]ccplcss nights for Autumn and Creed, several different types of
antibiotics and Pain medicines he is back to bcing Creed.

But Sunday has come, Jesus is alive, we have his hcaling power and trulg felt your
prayers. Thank you.

] thougl'lt | would highlight a part of our wcckly church email, which is available if you
want to sign up. lt contains a summary of the Prcvious week’s sermon, with reflection
questions.

[Here is what this weeks email said.

On 5undag, Pastor Wl" dove into 1 Fctcr 5. e mentioned that all believers are
s[wccP in (God's flock with Jcsus as the (Good Shcphcrcl. We are called to
lcadcrship as a believer whether that is in your home with your Familg, in your church
lcading a ministry, in 5OUrjob as a manager, or out in the community as a believer
who can share God's Word. We cmPhasizcd that true sPiritual lcadcrship is
characterized bg humilitg, wi"ingncss, and a genuine love for (3od's Pcoplc. Have
you been able to reflect this week on who you have influence over? |n your situation
of influence, are you lcading with love and wi"ingncss? Orare you lcading with

comPulsion and selfish gain? Sit with (God and ask for Him to Puri{:g your



motivations and to show you how to l'nﬁucncc thosc around you bg cxamplc and

with love.

Along with the emails we will be starting our FCC small groups next month, where
we meet weekly, discuss and apply the sermon from Sunday.

This week | am going to continue in 1 Peter 5, and | will also be here next week as
well.

|_ast week we looked at how leaders are to lead and oversee the flock of (God, this
week we are going to look at how the flock of (God should handle other members of
the flock of (God. And to be honest it is hard work to stay humble.

T urn with me to 1 Peter 5. Startingin verse 5.

1 Peter5:5-7

5 |ikewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be
submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for *(God resists the proud,
but gjves grace to the humble.”

6 T herefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of (God, that [He may exalt
you in due time,

7 casting all your care upon Him, for [He cares for you.

NKJV
I_ct’s pray.

Do you want to know somcthing about me, that few Pcop!c know outside of my
Familg? | love to watch animated movies. | he Croods, Big Hero 6, | _jon King, and
Makiah’s favorite of all time Tanglcd.



Most days | would rather sit and watch one of these movies with my kids than any
otherkind.

And one of my favorites is [ mperor's New (Groove. K ozmo as the lama and
Gironk.

Gronk is one of the best side kick characters ever created because of his frequent
interactions with his conscience. [e will often stop and talk to the angel version of
himself on the right shoulder, and the devil version of himself on the left shoulder.
The Angel Pushing him to do the right thing, the devil version Pushing him to the
selfish wrong thing,

And as a side note, Bi“g has an excellent Gronk voice. Funnicst thing ever.

Jn our passage this morning, we have sitting on our n’ght shoulder the angel of
humilitg, which is in direct oPPosition to the devil of Pridc on our left shoulder.

As humans we rca“g strugg|c with Pridc, as it comes natura"y.

We also strugglc with humilitg, because it does not come naturaUy.

Andin scripturc when we see Pridc, itis usua“g contrasted with humilitg.

5 times in [ roverbs Pridc is countered bg humility,

Pride goes before a fall, but before honoris humilitg. Pro.18:12

|saiah mentions it, Micah, Matthew, | uke, Romans, Fhilippians, Jamcs, and here in
1 Fctcr,

T he command is to be humble, to stay, or remain humble.

As we look at our passage, lets clear up one thing real c]uick.

Fctcr starts cl‘naptcr 5 saying cldcrs, and then in verse 5 says “you 3oungcr” Pcoplc.

By a quick show of hands how many of you are Ol Dz
How many of you are young or feel young?



Noboclg wants to be old, but Peterisnt ta“dng about age in this passage.

Heis sPca‘(ing more to stritual maturity than age. The sPiritUang mature are to be
the elders and overseers. That means that even thouglﬂ some of you are older than
me, | could be a sPiritual elder to you, however | am an overseer of the church and
this flock and an E_ldcr.

Thatis why Peter says, no matter what ages are present, submit to your elders.
And Jast week we talked about the attitude and way a leader should lead. Go back
and read the first 4 verses.

50 what that means is that the rest of you bclong to the younger crowd, see you
can claim that scripture says you are young,

And Fctcr, mal(ing sure that we all understand we are co-followers of Jcsus givcs
this most important command.

i Peter 5:5

ch, all of you be submissive to one anot]”ncr, and be clothed with humility...

NKJIV

] want to draw out a couPlc things here.
We are to be submissive to one another, be clothed, with humi]itg.
The goa] is to be submissive to one another, to do that we must be clothed

Propcrly, and the proper clothes are humi]itg.

[t starts with humility.

What does it mean to be humble then? [t is a term that is hard to c‘c{:inc, meaning we
all have our opinions on what it means to be humble.

Onc of the best definitions | have read was gfvcn by Mac] aren, in his commentary.

4]..



He defined Eumilitg this way.

Humilftg does not consist in bcing, or Prctcnding to be, blind to one’s strong Points.
Thereisno humilitg in a man dcnging that he can do certain thfngs if he can do them
or even rc{:using to believe he can do them wc", if (God has given him spccial
faculties in any given direction. T hatis not humilitg at all.

Put to know where all my strcngth comes from, and to know what a little thing it is;
not to estimate mgsclf: hig[wly, and, not to be always insisting upon other PcoPlc
estimating me hfghly, and dcmanding the honor ] think ] am owed, but rather be

Foaiscd on other PcoPlc.

Humilitg at it's core is how we view other Pcoplc.

We naturally have a tendcncg to seek out what defines us and compare it to those
around us to see where we fall on the imPortancc meter. Ancl we want to be seen as
the top c]og, with great imPortancc wherever we are.

Fhilippians 2 spcaks to this.

Flﬁilippians 2:3-4

b) Lct notl’u’ng be done tlwrough selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind
let each esteem others better than himself.

4] eteachof you look out not onlg for his own interests, but also for the interests
of others.

NKJV

Humilftg isn’t thinking less o{:you, itis raising how you view others, itis putting our
ncighbors interest and treatment on the level of ourinterest and how we want to be

trcatcd.



] wanted and cxamplc, but didn’t want to Pu” it from our church, but think back a
couPlc of years ago to mask and vaccines. H: you wore a mask and took the vac you
“esteemed? those who didn’t with contempt. l{: you refused to where a mask and get
the vac you “esteemed” those who did with distain. Without ever considcring the
other persons reasons or oPim'ons, we immcdiatc[g deemed the oPPosing crowd as
less than. You elevated your own status, and lowered everyone else’s status. That
is how Pridc works, me before all else. Me at the expense of everyone else.
Humilitg was an cxtrcmclg scarce commoditg in those c[ags.

Yet humility is the goal set before us bg Peter.

Fctcr uses an interesting way to demonstrate how we are to be humble. Wc are to

be dressed for the occasion, clothed in humilitg.

The Greek word for clothed here is the only place it is found in the Bible and is a
unique and rare word according to several commentators.

i Peter 5:5

| ikewise you younger Pcoplc, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of you be

submissive to one another, and be clothed with humilitg, for"(God resists the Proud,

but givcs grace to the humble.

NKJV

Remember Peter is writing this, and two of Peter’s most prideful moments happened
on the night where Jesus humbled himself.

Jesus came to the Disciples on the night he was betrayed, laid aside his garment
and girded or clothed himself with a towel.



E_vcry disciplc understood what that towel meant, what it rcPrcscntch

Thc word Fctcr uses for clothed is a word that is rcPrcscntccl by a slave gircling or
tying a piece of clothina way upon himself for his work of service.

lt is what ]dcntiﬁcd a person as a slavc, a servant. And when that towel was on, t[‘:cg
were {:um“ing their dutg as a servant.

Jesus clothed himself with humility and bcgan to wash the disciplcs’ feet.

Fctcr, Prcsuming to understand Jcsus as the Son of C}od, says no way will my
master wash my feet. Jt was Pric[c. | ater that night Peter would dcng Jesus three
times after Jesus had humblg washed his feet.

Peter saw the humi]ity bcing worn in the form of the towel and cxpeﬁenccd the
service that was done with humilitg.

Humilitg and service go togct}'scr like peanut butter and Jc"g.

Wc all know cxamplcs of Pcoplc, and thcg are many in the church, who say thcg are
humble. ch Proclaim what thcy have done in the past, how thcy served here and
thcrc, but whenever there is work to be donc, thcg are mystcriouslg alwags absent.
Toserveisto get dirty, to go where the work is, to put your hands and your heart
into the mess of humanitg to Pu“ some from it.

Maclaren said this.

lecrc are some that want to be leaders in the church, but don’t want to do the work
of the ministry.

Humilitg is the prep for service; service is the test for humilitg.

Jesus Prcparccl himself for the service by clot]'\fng himself with I‘:umilitg and then
carried out the service as test of humilftg.

How do you and | experience the testing of humilitg?



T he answer is how we submit to one another, notjust the leaders, but to each
other.

i Peter 5:5
ch, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humilitg...

NKJIV

Wc can choose Pﬁ'dc, orwe can choose humi[ity, the choice is ours, but it comes

with consequences.

Verse 5 ends with (God resist the Proud but gives grace to the humble.

] dor’t know about you, but | don’t want to have (God Pushing me away, resisting me,
and oPPosing me.

(God gives grace to those who serve humblg each other.

Well Pastor Will, | can’t do that, how am | supposed to submit to them? Do you
know what they have done, they either did or did not wear a mask, they voted for
that candidate, they did this, they do that, | couldn’t submit to someone one like
that.

i Peter5:6-7

6 T herefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of (God, that e may exalt
you in due time,

7 casting all your care upon Him, for Hc cares for you.

NKJV

Fctcr is saging that we don’t humble ourselves to each other based on what the

ot[‘ucr person has or has not done.

We humble ourselves under the mfghty hand of (God.



Take Jesus, he clothed himself with a servant’s towel and humbly washed both the
feet of Peter who would deny him and Judas who would betray him. And all of the
disciples who would abandon him that night.

e did this knowing that in the proper time, (God would exalt him.

Jcsus had to cxpcricncc the cross before he could receive the crown.

5ubmission, humilitg is an act of faith in (God. |f we obcdicntlg follow God's

command to submit to one another we may be taken advantage of by those people.
(God cannot be deceived, we each receive the consequences of our actions.

]F we hUmbly submit ourselves under the might hand of (God, he will exalt us in due
time.

And that is an important phrase.

(God always prepares us before he exalts us. Jesus suffering before the glory.
Moses spending 40 years in the wilderness. David leading men in the wilderness.
And in my own life, | spend 15 years under the authority of pastor John Cathcart
before (God brought my family to this church. T hey were good years, but not all of
them easy, | learned many lessons there in preparation for my calling now.

If you remember Pro Ghiorghi from Romania. [He shared some insight with me one
time. [He said William Parsons, youare a wild young bull with no experience, no
consistency, full of vehm and vigor, and no control. And (God has you tied to a post
until you learn to trust [im. T hat post was | ast Chance Chapel.

| shared a cha“cnging message for us this morning,
We don’t like the word submit unless we are standfng over someone submittfng to

us. Yet the one standing over the person submitting is standfng in Pridc.



This morning many oFyou have been coming to this church for most of your lti,
there are many old rclationshfps in this buﬂdfng. And with long rclationshfps come
hurts, that are often covered up-. And thcg bcgin to fester with a nasty infection of
Pridc. Much like my son’s infection that started inside his earit cvcntua“g manifests
outwardlg.

thn we choose to not be clothed in humility, and submit to one anothcr, God
resist us. thn (God resist us we are left carrying all of our own cares and burdens,
anxiety and fears.

But when we humble ourselves, gird our waist with the towel of a servant and submit
to each other, (God’s grace gives us the abilitg to humbly submit under his mightg

hand, and allows us to cast our cares, burdcns, anxieties, and fears on [im.

Thc choice is ours. We can walk in Pric]c, carrying the wcight of all our Problcms,
and bcing resisted bg (od.

Orwe canwalk in humility, casting all of our cares on [Fim, and receive his grace.
Stand with me this morning.

We have hopc, Peter once stood in Pﬁdc twice on the night Jcsus was bctragcd.
Put shortlg after learmed humi]itg. We can leam to be humble, but it takes hard

work to stag humble.

| et’s pray.



